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Subpoenas Hostage Conditions Deteriorate 
WidenProbe 


Of Donations 
To Clinton 
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Legal Defense Fund 
And White House 
Told to Yield Records 
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By Stephen Labaton 

New York Tunes Service 

Ai. WASHINGTON — The Justice De- 

' partment has issued subpoenas to the 
White House and President Bill Clin- 
ton's legal defense fund seeking- four 
years' worth of records containing -de^ 
tails about die activities -of many of the 
Democrats’ most important | fund- 
raisers and Supporters. 

! The grand jury subpoenas were is- 
sued by Justice Department lawyers 
who are part of a special task force 
investigating the campaign of 

■the Democrats. The subpoena received 
Thursday by the legal defense fund is 
the first sign that prosecutors have ex- 
panded their investigation to examine 
donations provided by the Arkansas 
businessman Charles Yah I -in Trie. 

An administration official who insisted 
he not be identified said that on Dec. 9 the 
White House received a subpoena for 
records and information about more than 
two dozen fund-raisers and other sup- 
porters of the president who figure prom- . 
inently in news accounts about ques- 
jw iionable fund-raising practices. 

* {Mr. Clinton said Friday that h was 
“clearly inappropriate” that a Chinese 
arms dealer had been allowed into the 
White House just months before his 
company was implicated in amis smug- 
gling. The Associated Press reported. - 
{“We have to do a better job of 
screening people whocomem and out of 
here,” the president said, adding, “l am 
disappointed” that Wang Jun was al- 
lowed to attend a White House reception 
on Feb. 6. “I remember literally nothing 
about” Mr. Wang, he said, including 
meeting him. The reception was for 
Democratic donors and dignitaries.] 

See RECORDS, Page 7 . 



as Peru Stands Firm 

No ‘Concrete’ Movement in Talks 


By Gabriel Escobar 

Washington Post Service 
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Kc# Stoata/Tfe Aoodaed Tn* 

Passers-by in Tokyo watching a report from Lima on a multiscreen television Friday. Japan indicated, then 
denied, that it was unhappy with the way Peru is handling the hostage crisis, which started Tuesday. 

Japan and Allies Tar Apart 9 on Crisis 

Tokyo Leans Toward, an Oft-Used Principle: Compromise 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Post Service 


TOKYO — With die United States 
and Peru taking a hard line toward die 
hostage-takers in lima, Japan finds it- 
self increasingly at odds with its close 
allies about how to solve die crisis. 

Japanese leaders, unaccustomed to 
dealing with international terrorism, have 
not backed up the “no concessions” 
stance by Peru toward die goenillas hold- 
ing hundreds of hostages in die Japanese 
ambassador’s residence in Lima. Jap- 
anese officials have said only that the 
hostages are their top priority. 

Prime Minister Kyutaro Hashimoto 
has not specified his negotiating stance 
with die guenifias. But to many in Ja- 
pan, where avoiding conflict is a way of 
life, giving in to the demands that die 


rebels' jailed comrades be freed sounds 
like a reasonable payment for the hos- 
tages’ lives. 

In tbe past, Japan has tended to buy its 
way out of international jams. During 
the Gulf War. Japan provided S13 bil- 
lion, but no troops or ships until tbe 
fighting was over. And at least twice in 
the last four years. Japanese companies 
have paid huge ransoms to free ex- 
ecutives kidnapped abroad. One was 
returned after a $2 milli on payment; 
another was found dead after a $750,000 
ransom was paid. 

As officials in Peru as well as the 
United Stales, two of Japan's closest 
allies and trading partners, counseled 
rejection of the rebels’ demands, ten- 
sion in Tokyo was clearly visible Fri- 
day. Seiroku Kajiyama, die govern- 
ment's chief spokesman, said that 


“Japan and Peru are far apart in ideas” 
on how to free the hostages and that 
“there will be no major progress unless 
those differences are adjusted." 

[Tbe Foreign Ministry later insisted 
Friday that its views are “one and tbe 
same” with those of Pern's govern- 
ment, The Associated Press reported 
from Tokyo.} 

Though Mr. Kajiyama did not spell 
out the differences, analysts in Japan 
said it would be extremely difficult for 
Mr. Hashimoto to approve the use of a 
military or police force to attempt to free 
the hostages. The Japanese residence in 
Lima is technically Japanese territory, 
so Japanese permission is believed nec- 
essary for any land of armed assault. 

“Based on our constitution, we will 

See JAPAN, Page 7 


LIMA — Talks between the Peruvian 
government and terrorists holding more 
almost 400 hostages at tbe Japanese 
ambassador's residence continued Fri- 
day amid signs that conditions inside the 
cramped quarters were deteriorating. 

The International Committee for the 
Red Cross, which is conducting a kind 
of shuttle diplomacy, said its chief del- 
egate here. Michel Mining, had met for 
two hours with Peruvian officials and an 
unspecified amount of time with the 
terrorists, members of a Marxist group 
known as tbe Tupac Amaru Revolu- 
tionary Movement. 

The cautious assessment delivered by 
tbe h uman rights organization was that a 
dialogue had been established but that 
there had been “no concrete advance- 
ments in the negotiations.” 

With tbe standoff now in its fourth 
day. hope that the siege at tbe walled-in 
compound would end before Christinas 
seemed to be ebbing. One of the only 
concrete developments in wbar was an- 
other day of few pronouncements was 
evidence that the humanitarian side of 
the crisis was growing to handle the 
many needs presented by the prolonged 
captivity of so many. 

For the first time, full meals were 
delivered, along with water and other 
supplies, as well as several portable 
sanitation units. Families of tee hos- 
tages began dropping off parcels of 
clothing and medicine at the Red Cross, 
which hoped to deliver them soon. 

It is not surprising that with so many 
people crowded into the second floor of 
the residence, living conditions would 
be at the very least a hardship for the 


ambassadors, politicians and other dig- 
nitaries. And Friday the Red Cross said 
the toll of spending so many days in an 
area that had only three bathrooms and 
five rooms was becoming evident. 
Steven Anderson, the Red Cross 
spokesman here, described the situation 
as “deteriorating.” 

One unusual development Friday was 
the appearance of signs at tee windows 
of the residence, including one asking 
that the utilities be restored and another 
asking for a television crew from a 
Japanese television network. By Friday 
evening, no crew bad entered the com- 
plex, and the request undoubtedly 
presents another complication for Per- 
uvian authorities, who must grant per- 
mission. for tee Japanese, who will have 
a say, and even for the network itself, 
whose employees would be entering an 
unpredictable situation. 

[President Alberto Fujimori has kept 
a public silence since the hostage -taking 
Tuesday. Reuters reported from Lima, 
but his* prime minister, Albert o Pan- 
dolfi, said Friday that international con- 
demnation of tee guerrillas and support 
for the government “gives us the peace 

See PERU, Page 7 


Tajiks Seize 23 Hostages 

A guerrilla group in Tajikistan seized 
23 hostages, including seven UN mil- 
itary observers, in the latest incident in 
tee former Soviet republic's four-year 
civil war. Tie hostage-takers are de- 
manding the release from detention of 
the brother of Rizvon Sadirov. a former 
Islamic opposition leader who defected 
to the government last month. (Page 7) 
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California Educators Give Black English a Voice 


Vi 






By Elaine Woo and Maiy Curtins 

Los Angeles Times 

OAKLAND. California -— Saying it has failed to 
equately educate black youngsters, tee Oakland 
■ 5 Unified School District has declared black English a 

second language, malting it the first district in the 
nation to give the dialect official status in programs 
targeting bilingual students. 

The move to recognize tee black vernacular — called 
“Ebonics” by some educators who consider itadistmct 
language spoken by the descendants of slaves — was 
approved unanimously by tee Oakland school board. 

The vote was called historic by some educators and 
policymakers, who said it opened tee possibility that 
Oakland could vie for federal funding available to help 
students who speak languages other tean English. 
But others sounded strong notes of caution, sug- 


gesting teat the decision stood on weak ground edu- 
cationally and could lead to a political backlashi 

‘ ’We are not aware of any research which indicates 
that this kind of program will help address the lan- 
guage and achievement problems of African-Amer- 
ican students,” said tee California superintendent of 
public instruction. Delaine Eastin. “If it does not — or 
worse, if it becomes a way of lowering standards for 
those students — then it is a bad idea.” 

Language experts predicted that Oakland’s decision 
would be closely watched by other school systems 
around the country, particularly large urban districts 
that long have struggled to improve the academic 
performance of minority students. 

Although tee origins and history of “black speech” 
are disputed, linguists generally agree that there are 
about 50 characteristics that differentiate it from stan- 
dard English. One of tbe most common is the wide use 


of “be” to denote an ongoing action, as in “He be 
going to work.” 

[Other examples, provided by tbe American 
Speech. Language and Hearing Association and Oak- 
land students, according to The Associated Press: 

■ • Consonants a t the ends of words are simplified. 
Thus, “hand” becomes “ban.” 

• The final ng sound drops the g. so “walking" 
becomes “walkm.” 

• Use of “done” to emphasize an action has been 
completed, as in “He done did it.”] 

Such usage makes many people cringe and may 
prevent users from entering mainstream society — or 
getting jobs. 

Supporters of tee dialect say they view Oakland’s 
move, which came Wednesday, as a strategy to un- 
stigmatize young users of such language while teach- 
ing them standard English. 


China’s Last Imperial Eunuch Dies at 93 


Tor the Glory of France 9 

50 Years On, Vietnam Wall Is ‘a Little Late 9 


By Mott Rosenblum 

The Associated Pnrss 

FREJUS, France — France has un- 
veiled its own Vietnam wall before a 
small crowd of gray-haired veterans, 
many still bitter over a conflict that 
divided the French and brought down 
their colonial empire. 

Under a Weak drizzle Thursday, a 
color guard officer barked, “To our 
deact ” and old men wept at tee slow 
drumrolL. the bugle call and a burnt of 
the French anthem. “La Marseil- 
laise.” 

The French dead in Vietnam 
numbered 55.000, a figure nearly as 
high — for a country one-fifth as 
populous as the United States — as 
tee American death toll of 58,000. 
France's eight-year war officially 
began 50 years ago Thursday. 

Unlike the sweeping Vietnam 
monument in Washington, Ranee's 
Memorial to Indochinese Wars is a 
modest open-air concrete pantheon 
nestled among pines and olive trees at 
Frejus, a Mediterranean port of tourist 
hotels and Roman ruins near Toulon. 

One wall carries nearly 35,000 
names in black, on stone under 
Plexiglas. The remains of 17,250 


other soldiers are in adjacent vaults. 

Some are familiar French names, 
including the sons of two field mar- 
shals. The war took 1 300 young lieu- 
tenants France needed to rebuild an 
army bleeding from World War H 

But many of the names are exotic. 
Long columns of Mohammeds and 
Nguyens recall tee price that colonial 
troops paid in defending tee empire. 
The occasional Gunter brings to mind 
tee French Foreign Legion. 

“All those who died in Indochina 
for the glory of France must have foeir 
day, and that day has come,” said 
Pierre Pasquini, minister of veterans 
affairs, the only government official 
to speak. 

‘ • It is a little late, don’t you think?’ ’ 
observed Rene Desveau’d. 69, with 
thick glasses and a jaunty red para- 
trooper bercL "No one cared about us 
all these years. We were totally for- 
gotten. " 

Mr. Desveaud remembers coming 
home to hostility much like tbe feel- 
ings Americans faced later. French 
leftist organizations brought people 
into the street to chant insults. 

"They even tried to block the ships 

See VIETNAM, Page 7 


By Seth Faison 

Kr»- York Tones Service 


SHANGHAI — Over the centuries, 
the most secretive and grotesque comer 
of China’s imperial court belonged to 
; the fraternity of special guardians: tee 
r eunuchs whose lugh 
demeanors often cloaked the 
ness of their back-alley politicking and 
SSody of tee Forbidden City s mag- 

emperor’s la^eimuch 
died this week, he closed the 

a^Msfsrc® 



and its ancient system of governing 
were overthrown in 1911. 

The eunuch. Sun Yaoting, was just 
days sby of 94 years old when he died at 
his home in a Beijing temple Tuesday. 

Like tiie thousands who preceded him 
through Chinese history. Sun was emas- 
culated as a young boy. in a crude and 
risky operation arranged by his family, 
looking for a way out of poverty and into 
the private domain of China’s rulers. 

• Aside from tee emperor, eunuchs were 
generally the only men trusted to enter foe 
inner courtyards of tee palace, where tee 
women of the imperial family and haiem 
lived. Other men, including officials, mil- 
itary guards and even the emperor's male 
relatives, were often required to leave the 
palace grounds at night. . _ 

Using only hot chili sauce as a local 
anesthetic, tee people who performed 
this fateful operation typically did so in 


one swoop, using a small, curved knife. 

In exchange for a lifetime of hu- 
miliation marked by incontinence and 
sexual frustration, a few eunuchs were 
able to achieve tremendous influence 
and wealth. 

Only months after Son’s family 
forced him through this ordeal in 191 1. 
the Mancbu Dynasty, which had ruled 
China since tbe early 1600s. was over- 
thrown, bringing an end to this system. 

Yet Sun continued id serve Pu Yi, the 
puppet monarch depicted in the film 
*‘The Last Emperor,” during tee en- 
suing decade, when the former ruler was 
allowed to continue to live in tee For- 
bidden City, occasionally playing tennis 
in its spacious courtyards. 

Sun’s biographer, Jia Yinghua, said 
tbe Ja st eunuch was memorialized in a 

See EUNUCH, Page 7 



Sun Yaoting, the last of the imperial Chinese eu- 
nuchs, who died on Wednesday in Beijing at age 93. 
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AGENDA 


Clinton Fills Final 4 Cabinet Positions 


President Bill Clinton finished naming the 
ream for his second-term cabinet by switch- 
ing Federico Pena from the Transportation to 
die Energy Department and naming a White 
House aide, Alexis Herman, to become labor 
secretary. 

The president named tee federal highway 


administrator, Rodney Slater, to become 
transportation secretary, and named Andrew 
Cuomo, son of a former New York governor, 
to head Housing and Urban Development. 
Mr. Clinton also appointed his former chief of 
Staff. Thomas McLarty, as special envoy to 
Latin America. (Page 3) 


Will Apple Call Co-Founder Back for Another Bite? 


Apple Computer Inc. reportedly is turning 
to a co-founder. and former chairman, Steven 
Jobs, to refurbish the operating software for 
its Macintosh persona] computer. 

Mr. Jobs will be hired as a part-time con- 
sultant and technology director for rebuilding 


the Mac software, a project crucial to Apple’s 
future as a significant computer competitor, 
the Los Angeles Times reported Friday. 

A (teal would be a remarkable reunion 
between Apple and the man who guided the 
development of the first Macintosh. (Page 9) 
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German Health System 
Under Strain to Reform 

Rising Costs Threaten Cherished Benefits 

By John Schmid 

International Herald Tntrune 

FRANKFURT — Germany’s universal health care system, 
by many measures one of tee best in the world, is facing huge 
new losses, forcing tee government to seek reduced benefits 
and calling into question a cherished German commitment to 
social welfare. 

The prospect of a fresh round of cuts in medical services has 
prompted thousands of Germans to march on the Health 
Ministry in Bonn this monte. At the same time, interest groups 
representing a wide range of medical practitioners are com- 
plaining that the measures would cost up to 100,000 jobs for 
physiotherapists, masseurs, speech therapists and home nurses, 
who could be among the first to be targeted by the cutbacks. 

But more is at stake than rationing what the government calls 
optional treatments, critics of the cutbacks say. In the drive to 

France’s main unemployment fund has agreed to 
increase benefits and reduce payroll taxes. Page 9. 

reduce spiraling costs, the government is seeking a radical 
change in German society, the critics say, by breaching a social 
compact known widely as the “principle of solidarity.” which 
lies at the heart of the public health insurance system. 

Germany is hardly alone in coming to terms with an 
overburdened health care system. France, among other Euro- 
pean nations with socialized health care, is struggling to find 
ways to cut back benefits. In the United States, spending 
increases on medical care have led to major shifts in how health 
care is provided. 

Under die current system in Germany, medical services are 
dispensed generously to everyone. Risk profiles play no role in 
determining premiums, which are set solely on the basis of income 
and paid for through mandatory payroll deductions. 

According to unions, charities and public health insurers, the 
government’s plans will inject free-markel economics into a 
tightly regulated sphere that has been virtually Juounune to 
competition. What will emerge is a “two-class” system in 
which coverage is cheaper for young and healthy people and 

See GERMANY. Page 7 
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Gonzalez Presents Appeal to Milosevic on Serbian Elections 


BRIEFLY 


By John Pomfret 

Washingicn Post Service 


BELGRADE — A delegation rep- 
resenting 10 countries, including the 
United States and Russia, and led by a 
former Spanish prime minister, arrived 
in Belgrade on Friday night to pressure 
the Serbian president, Slobodan Milo- 
sevic, to respect the results of a Nov. 17 
election, the partial annulment of which 
has sparked 33 straight days of street 
protests. 

The delegation arrived on one of the 
tensest days of the largely peaceful 
protests. About 20,000 students and up 
to 200 riot policemen faced off Friday 
on a main Belgrade bridge as the stu- 
dents sought to block rush-hour traffic 
heading into and out of the heart of the 


city. The students succeeded in slowing 
traffic on three bridges for a while be- 
fore they dispersed. 

Felipe Gonzalez, the former Spanish 
prime minister, flew into Belgrade on 
his private jet and was joined later by 
members of the Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in Europe. 

Two Western sources said Mr. 
Gonzalez was carrying a message for 
Mr. Milosevic, whom he met imme- 
diately. While the sources did. not reveal 
the exact wording of the note, they said 
it urged the president to respect the 
results of the election. Officials from 
Mr. Milosevic's Socialist Party of Ser- 
bia overturned opposition victories in 
14 of Serbia's 19 biggest cities. While 
the opposition later secured victories in 
some of those towns, it still demands 


that its triumph be restored in the cap- 
ital, Belgrade, the important southern 
industrial city of Nis and Kraljevo in 
central Serbia. 

Western diplomats say the 24-hour 
visit of the OSCE delegation to Serbia 
has been engineered by Mr. Milosevic 
because he is anxious to find a face- 
saving way to defuse the protests. The 
demonstrations mark the most serious 
and most sustained, challenge to his 
nine-year rule of Yugoslavia. 

On Thursday, the Yugoslavian for- 
eign minister, Milan Milutinovic. told 
reporters that Belgrade would consider 
any of the OSCE's recommendations, 
including holding new elections. 

Mr. Milosevic’s wife, Miijana 
Markovic. a hard-line Communist ideo- 
logue and influential political player in 


Yugoslavia, lashed out at the demon- 
strators on Friday, accusing them of 
fomenting ’“civil war.” So far, about 40 
demonstrators have been arrested. 

Some of Mr. Milosevic's aides in the 
Socialist Party have argued that if he 
acknowledges defeat in Belgrade, it 
would start him down the slippery slope 


OSCE team will not be binding on 
Yugoslav authorities, a Western official 

saiu Mr. Milosevic will be under intense 

pressure to do what the OSCE sug- 
gests. 

Opposition officials, tike Zoran 


France Suspends 
Swiss Beef Imports 


Djindjic, have urged the OSCE not to 
call for new elections in Belgrade or 
otter towns but rather to demand that 
Mr. Milosevic respect the results of the 
vote. 

“The regime will yield, either under 
oar pressure or from its own weak- 
nesses,” Mr. Djindjic told the nightly 
rally on Thursday. “We are persevering 
in our demands; the monolith is slowly 
cracking.” 

On Friday night, Mr. Gonzalez met 
with Mr. Milosevic and members of a 
coalition of five opposition parties, 
called Together. 

On Saturday, he and the rest of his 
team will have more lengthy meetings 
with both sides. 

Sometime after Christmas, Mr. 


traveled by the rest of Eastern Europe’s 
deposed Communist rulers. But more 
liberal supporters, such as those from 
New Democracy, a party of business 
leaders, have countered that if he ig- 


nores mounting Western pressure, 
Yugoslavia will lose the economic and 


diplomatic advantages gained over a 
.year in which Mr. Milosevic has re- 
packaged himself as - the new peace- 
maker in the Balkans. 

While the recommendations of the 


NATO Force in Bosnia 


Marks Formal Change 
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Reuters 

SARAJEVO. Bosnia-Herzegovina — NATO com- 
manders formally launched a multinational peacekeeping 
mission in Bosnia on Friday to take over from its original 
force in the former Yugoslavia. 

General George Joulwan, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization's supreme commander in Europe, presided 
over a ceremony handing authority to a 35,000- strong 
Stabilization Force, a successor to the Implementation 
Force. General Joulwan said in a speech dial die new force 
would work to solidify the fragile peace in Bosnia that had 
held since the signing of the Dayton peace accords in 
December 1995. 

“IFOR has provided the wind of opportunity, and 
SFOR will provide the stable environment for the tran- 
sition of your country from war to peace.” be said, using 
the military's acronyms for the old and new forces. 

Ultimately Bosnia’s political leaders will determine 
whether the peace lasts, he said. 

General william Crouch, the American commander of 
the new force, will have about half as many troops as in 
the previous contingent, which bad close to 60,000 at its 
peak. Apart from the new acronym and the scaled-down 
size, the mission remains essentially the same. 



PARIS — France suspended im- 
ports Friday of live cause add beef' 
from Switzerland, the European 
cottony mosraffected by “madcow” 
disease other than Briton, Agricul- 
ture Minister Philippe Vassear said. ' 

“This precautionary measatie is 
taken pending the official position 
of the European Union,” Mr- Vas- 
seur said. “R is justified the 
absolute priority we place on pro- 
tecting consumers. 

Switzerland has reported 230 
cases of bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy, the most erf any 
European country except Britain. 

It has announced plans to spend 
about 6.5 million Swiss francs ($4.9 
milli on) to slaughter at least 1500 
cows to eradicate the disease. 

(Reusers) 


OSCE’s chairman. At thar point, Mr. 
Cotti could make at least a part of Mr. 
Gonzalez’s recommendation public. 

The delegation’s shout stay in Serbia 
has raised some concern about Western 


EU Eases Quota 
On Fish Catches 


diplomats in Belgrade. But a Western 
official argued that a day was all that 
was needed. 

“It is not as if the delegation is com- 
pletely unaware of what has happened 
so far,” the official said. “This trip is 
basically to focus on what is happening 
now. It is a political nip not a technical 
verification.” 

Western officials said that one ele- 
ment of Mr. Gonzalez's proposal could 
involve elections for next year in Serbia 
and some reorganization of Yugo- 
slavia’s strictly controlled electronic 
media. 

Opposition officials said that if Mr. 
Milosevic allows them equal access to 
state-run electronic media, which is 
heavily biased toward the president, 
then Ae vote would be fairer. 




A Belgrade student showing her identity card behind a police line during a protest on Friday. 


BRUSSELS — The European 
Union agreed Friday to soften pro- 
posed cuts in fish-catch quotes in 


1997, removing most of the pain for 
fishermen while trying to protect 


fishe rmen while trying to protect 
endangered stocks. 

The European Commission, act- 
ing on scientific advice, ted pro- 
posed further 'reductions aimed at 
safeguarding depleted fish stocks 
and the future of the EU fishing 
industry. 

“We have agreed sensible and 
pr agmatic quotas,” Marine Min- 
ister Sean Barrett of Ireland, who 
chaired die meeting, said. 

Belgium and Sweden voted 
against the quotes, officials said. 

(Reuters) 


Spain's High Court 




Baghdad Says It Uncovered 
A CIA-Sponsored Spy Ring 


Juppe to Stay 
True to Form 


Swedish Bank to Search for Nazi Gold 


By Douglas Jehl 

New York Times Service 


BAGHDAD — The government said 
Friday that it had uncovered an espi- 
onage ring sponsored by the Central 
Intelligence Agency, and it broadcast 
the confessions of four Iraqis who said 
they had taken pan in the operation. 

Among those shown on state tele- 
vision were an army officer who said he 
had been recruited to provide infor- 
mation about the Iraqi Army. All were 
involved in missions directed against 
“Iraq, its people and President Saddam 
Hussein.'] the official Iraqi press 
agency said. 

Iraq provided no details about how or 
when ihe group was caught. 

In Washington, the State Department 
spokesman. Nicholas Bums, trailed the 
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Iraqi claim “a tired propaganda ploy.” 

“Frankly, if anybody believes these 
reports, they ought to have their heads 
examined.” Mr. Bums said. “Saddam 
Hussein has made a history, as have 
other members of his corrupt regime, of 
lying to their own population, as well as 
to the rest of us around the world." 

Mr. Bums said Mr. Saddam was 
simply searching for scapegoats to de- 
flect attention from the economic and 
political isolation of Iraq. “It’s a terrible 
thing.” he said. “Baghdad’s a very 
cruel place to live these days.” 

But U.S. officials said that those put 
on display might be part of a group that 
was captured this summer while work- 
ing in concert with the CIA to under- 
mine tile Iraqi leader. 

That group included dozens of people 
who had been working with the Iraqi 
National Accord, a CIA-sponsored or- 
ganization based in Amman. Jordan, 
that includes several former top Iraqi 
military officers and was penetrated by 
Iraqi agents, the U.S. officials said. 

The officials spoke before Friday 
night’s broadcast, and they warned that 
they were offering only informed spec- 
ulation. But after repeated setbacks to 
American operations against the Iraqi 
regime in the past six months, it was 


Reuters 

PARIS — In a novel explanation 
of his low standing in opinion polls. 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe re- 
vealed Friday thai President 
Jacques Chirac had told him people 
would find him more likable if he 
pm on weight. 

Mr. Juppe has been venting his 
spleen at being unloved in an ex- 
traordinary series of interviews to 
promote a book, "Entre Nous,” in 
which he adiraits to feeling 
wounded by constant criticism. 

“‘The president often tells me, 
‘You ought to put on 10 kilos, 
people would find you more 
cuddly.’ 

“He's probably right,” Mr. 
Juppe said. 

Asked if he was jealous of some 
of his rotund political rivals, he 
replied: “Honestly no. Not at all. I 
feel much better in my own skin.” 


The Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — Sweden’s central 
bank announced Friday that it would 
open a new inquiry into whether it holds 
gold looted from other countries by the 
Nazis in World War IL 

“There is reason to undertake a re- 
newed examination of the Riksbank’s 
archives to investigate whether they 
contain additional information that 
throws light on the Riks bank's acqui- 
sition of so-called looted gold,” said the 
bank's chief lawyer, Robert Sparve. 

It would be the second time in a year 
that the Riksbank has investigated its 
gold reserves. 


Last month. Mr. Sparve said an inquiry 
earlier this year turned up no indication 
that its gold reserves included any that 
could be connected with stolen Nazi 
gold. But a bank spokesman, Michael 
Wallin, said Friday that that investigation 
had been conducted before the release of 
British documents with new information 
about die size of Nazi plunder. 

The release of those documents 
raised new rails for investigations into 
bank holdings of looted gold as well as 
assets deposited by Holocaust victims. 
Most of the gold is believed to have 
ended up in Switzerland, but some went 
to other neutral countries. 


MADRID (Reuters) — The Su- 
preme Court has decided to charge 
officials of the Socialist Phrty, 
Spain's former governing party, 
with illegal funding, court docu- 
ments published Friday showed 

Guillermo Galeote. the former 
finance director for the Socialist 
Workers’ Party, and its former ac- 
counts director Aida Alvarez were 
among 26 people to be charged in 
the so-called Fflesa corruption 
case, the documents showed. 

Seven people, including two 
former Socialist parliaroenterians, 
have already been accused in the 
case, which was named after a com- 
pany allegedly sex up to channel 
funds to the party. (Reuters) 


For the Record 


East German Spy Chief Is Charged 


significant that they did not cry to por- 
tray the confessions as trumped-up. 

But some Baghdad-based diplomats 
suggested that the timing of the an- 
nouncement Friday might have been 
dictated by the government’s desire to 
demonstrate to its citizens that it re- 
mains firmly in control. 


Aftence F ranee -Presse 

DUSSELDORF— Markus Wolf, the 
former East German spy, is to go on trial 
again Jan . 7, this time forthe kidnapping 
and unlawful imprisonment of an agent 
who defected to the West nearly 35 
years ago, a court said Friday. 

The agent, Walter Thraene, was al- 
legedly beaten and taken back to East 
Germany. He was kept behind bars for 
more than 1 0 years. He fled to Austria in 
1992 and died in 1993. 

Mr. Wolf, 73. headed the secret ser- 
vices from 1958 until 1987. He was 
sentenced in 1993 by a Dusseldorf court 


to six years in prison for treason and 
corruption, but the conviction was 
quashed under a Constitutional Court 
ruling of May 1995. 

The Constitutional Court judges held 
that the principal organizers of the East 
German espionage network could not be 
prosecuted for treason, but did not rule 
oat trials for criminal offenses. 

Long known as “the man with no 
face ’ ’ by Western intelligence services, 
who before 1978 bad no photograph of 
him, Mr. Wolf wreaked havoc in West 
Germany by infiltrating his agents into 
the highest spheres of public life. 


A Danish jury found two mem- 
bers of the Hell’s Angels motor- 
cycle gang guilty Biday of mur- 
dering the leader of the rival 
Bandidos gang and attempting to 
kill his companions in an ambush in 
March at the Copenhagen interna- 
tional airport. (Reuters) 


Germany and the Czech Repub- 
lic signed a joint declaration Friday 
aimed at heating the wounds of 
World War II arid the Communist 
era that followed. The agreement 
expresses regret for injustices com- 
mitted by both sides and sets up a 
fund forjetint projects: ( Reuters ) 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


Corrections 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


AMSTERDAM 

CROSSROADS INTERNATIONAL 
CNURCH Interdenominational £ 
Evangefical Sunday Service IttOD am. & 
11:30 a.m ./ Kids Welcome. De 
Cussrstraat 3, S. Am ste rdam Into. 020- 
641 8812 Of 02CW451 653 

FRANCE /TOULOUSE 
HOPE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 
(EvangelcsQ. 4, txL de Rbrac, CotomiBr. 
Sunday service. 6:30 p.m.Tel.: 
05 BZ 74 11 55. 

FRENCH RIVIERA/ COTE D’AZUR 
NICE: Holy Trinity. (Anglican/ Epis- 
copalian), f 1 me eh la Suffer Sunday 
Eucharist at 11 am: Weekdays as on 
notice board. VENCE SLHugtfs, awe. de 
la Rttefstancs: Sunday Eucharist al 9 am. 
Contact Father Ken Late 05 93 87 1983. 
MONTE CARLO 

MONACO CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Worship Service. Sundays: 11 a.m. 
9. rue Louis Notary, Manta Carlo. 
TeL 377 92 16 56 47. Christmas Chora* 
Presentation on Sunday 22nd Decenta 
at7pm 

MUNICH 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 


SWITZERLAND 

BASEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Encash- Speaking nwwtenonwia-bonaL 
TaL +41 61 302 1674. Sundays 1030 
MUere Sbassa 13.CH4056 BaseL 


BREMEN 

LB£, Hchenlohestr. He/mann-Bose-Str. 
Worship Suv 17:00, Pastor telephone: 
04791-12877. 


GENEVA 


EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 20 rue 
Verdaina Smday worship 930. to German 
1 1 DO in En£sh. Tat (022) 310JKL89. 


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 
OF EUROPE (Anglican) 


BUCHAREST 


PARTS and SUBURBS 
THE AMSflCAN CATHBJRAL OF THE 
HOLY TRSNTTY, Srn. 9 & 11 am. 10:45 
a.m. Sunday School lor children and 
Nursery care. Third Sunday 5 p.m. 


Lac., Strada Popa Rusu 22. 3.U0 pm 
Contact Pastor Mke Kemper, TeL 31 2 3860. 

BUDAPEST 


Evensong. 23. avenue George V, 
Paris 75008. Tel.: 33-01 53 23 84 00. 
Metro: George V or Aims Marceau. 

FLORENCE 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, Sun. 9 am. FSte I 
& 11 am FMb 1 Vo Bernardo Rucelaj 9, 
50123. Referee, Italy. TeL 3055 29 44 
17. 

FRANKFURT 

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING 
(Eptecopal/AngJiean) Sun. Holy 
CommuTicn 9 & 11 am Sunday School 
and Nursery 10:45 am Sebastian Rtoz 
SL 22, 60323 Frankfurt, Germany, U1, 2. 
3 MqueMtea. Tet 48G8 55 01 84, 
GENEVA 

EMIANUEL CHURCH, 1st & 3rd Sun 
10 am. Eucharist; and & 4th Sul Momng 
Prayer. 3 rue de Martha* 1201 Geneva, 
Switzerland. TeL 4U22 732807B. 
MUNICH 

THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, 
Sun. 11:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist and 
Sunday School. Nursery Care provided 
Sey&othstrasse 4, 81545 Munich (Nor- 
taefing), Germany. TeL 4a& 64 61 BS. 

ROME 

ST. PAUL'S WTOW-THE-WALLS, Site. 
830 am. Hdy Eucharist ftie h, 1030 am. 
Choral Eucharist Rite II; 10:30 a.m. 
Church Schod far chMran & Nurcery care 
provided 1 pm Spantsh Eucharist. Via 
Napo i 58. 00184 Rome. TeL 39/8 488 
33® Of 39/6474 3569. 

BRUSSELS /WATERLOO 
ALL SAWTS' CHURCH, 1st Sin 9 & 


8508817. 

PARIS and SUBURBS 
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH - An 
evangefcal church n toe wesson suburbs, 
all are welcome. 9:45 First Service 


concurrent with Sunday School. 1130 
Second Service with CfrtJron's Church. 
French Service 630 pm 56, rue des 
Bone-Raisins, 92500 flueff-Malmaison. 
For toto.cai 01 47 51 2963 
HOPE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 
Hotel Orion at Paris-WMIense. 8 bd. de 
NstMy. Worship Sundays 930 am. Rev. 
Douglas Miller. Pastor. Tel.: 
01 43 33 04 06 Mritro 1 to la Dtfense 
B a ptan a dft 

SAINT JOSEPH'S CHURCH (Roman 
CahofcJ. MASS IN0JGUSH: SaL 630 pm; 


Sun. 9:45. 11:00 a.m.. 12:15. 6:30 p.m. 
50. avenue Hoche. Parts 6th. Tel.: 
01 42 27 2B 56. Metro: Chartas de GaJe - Bote. 
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH (evangelical 
10:30 a.m. (with 
* — ■ — — 1 — ■ 630 pm 


I.B.C.. meets at Morics Zslgmond 
Girnnazhtei, Torokvesz ut 46-54, Site. 
1030. TeL 250-3932- 

BULGAR1A 

LRC., World Trade Center, 36, Drahan 
Tzankov Btvd. Worship 11 CO. James 
DU®. Pastor. TeL 669668. 

FRANKFURT 

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FEL- 
LOWSHP, Sodenersr. 11-16. 63150 Bad 
Horn burg. A friendly. Christ-centered, 
church serving the English-speaking 
community. Sunday Worship. S.S. & 
Nuasry 0945. Weekday Gaps. Pastor 
MP. Levey. Cal 0617342728. 


JERUSALEM 

LUTHERAN CHURCH of tha Redeemer, 
Old C8y, Muristan HflL Engish worship Eton. 
9 am Al are welcome. TeL (02) 6281 -049. 

PARIS 


A headline in Friday’s editions in- 
correctly characterized the article it ac- 
companied. The Organization for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development 
predicted dial 1997 growth in output in 
major industrialized countries would be 
like that of recent years, far slower than in 
the previous three decades. 


French Police Looking for Guy in Red Suit 


AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS. 

Worship 11:00 am 65. Quai tTOrsay. 
Paris 7. Bus 63 at door, Metro Alma- 
MaicsauorhvaidesL 


VIENNA 

VIENNA COMMUNITY CHURCH. 
Sunday worship '* 1 Engfeh 1130 A AL. 
Sunday school, nursery. totem aU onat. afi 
denomnations welcome. Dorotheergasse 
16, Vtervie 1. 

ZURICH 

INTERNATIONAL PROTESTANT 
CHURCH English speaking, worship 
service. Sunday School £ Nursery. 
Sundays 1130 am. Sch a nan ym e e 25. 
TeL (01)2625525. 


Because of an editing error, the mil- 
itary district in which Sl Petersburg lies 
was misidentified in Wednesday's edi- 
tions. ft is the Leningrad military dis- 
trict. 


PARIS (Reuters) — When Santa Claus goes to work in bomb-wary Paris, he 
must pass by armed soldiers and show his bag packed with his red costume and 
white beard to guards equipped with metal detectors. 

Christrnas in France this year will be darkened tiie ‘“Vigipirate” security plan, 
reintroduced after a bomb in a Paris rush-hour tram by suspected Algerian Islamic 
guerrillas killed four people and triggered fears of new attacks. 

In a high-profile show of strength designed to reassure and deter, soldiers and 
police have tightened surveillance around the capital’s railroad stations and tourist 
sites such as the Eiffel Tower and major department stores. 
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A week of heavy rains and strong winds has destroyed many crops, halted train 
services and blocked roads in southwestern. Spain, authorities said Friday. More 
than 35 main roads and highways linking the Andalusian cities of Huelva, Seville, 
Malaga and Cadiz were temporarily closed to traffic because of flooding. Ag- 
ricultural officials said flooding had destroyed 5 billion pesetas ($4 million) worth 1 
of crops, including much of the region's famous strawberries. (AP) - 






BETHEL l.B.Cu Am Daehsberg 92 
(English), Worship Sun. lino am and 
6D0 pm TeL 069546559. 

HOLLAND 

TRWTTY NTERNATIONAL invites you to 
a Christ centered tetowsttp. Services: 
900 and 1030 am Btoemcamptean 54, 
VWassanaarOTO-S 17-8024 nursery ptov. 

NICE - FRANCE 


METHODIST (NTBNAliONAL 
CHUROES 


WEATHER 






Europe 


AMSTERDAM 


Forecast for Sunday through Tuesday, as provided by AccuWeathet. Asia 


1230 every Suiday. Holland MethoAst 
Church at Emmanuel Kerk, Der 
Ktoderenstraat 56. Amsterdam West 
Afted Glasgow 072 823 IS 

BERLIN 


Midweek study groups. Chra -cantered 
fellowship in the heart of Paris e — 


u iv ■■wm of Paris. 5 rue 
75008. TeL 01 .47.42.7088. 


11:15 am Holy Euftnst wtfi CJ*Terfs 
Chapel st 11:15. Al other Sundays 11.-15 
am Holy Eucharist and Suiday School. 
553 Chaussde de Louvain. Ohain. 
Belgum. TeL 32/2 384-3556. 

WIESBADEN 

THE CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE 
OF CANTERBURY, Sun. 10 a.m 
FamSy Eucharist. Frankfurter Strasse 3. 
Wiesbaden. Germany. Tel.: 
49/6113086.74. 


TOKYO 

ST. PAUL INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, near Idabash. Stn. TeL: 3261- 
3740 WoRh|) Service 930am Sundays 
TOKYO UNION CHURCH near 
Omotesando Subway Sta Tel. 3400-0047. 
Worship Services Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 
&m, SS a! 945 am 

ZURICH-SWTTZERLAND 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING CATHOLIC 
MISSION; St Anton Church, 
MrnetvastraRe 63. near KreuzoiaK. 
Sunday Mass' 8:30 a.m. & 1 1:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. Dec. 24. Mass ai 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Dec. 25. Mass at 1030 am. 
Only Services heW in the Crypt of Sl 
ArtOn. 


LBX. 13 rue Vernier, EngSsh service, 

Suncteyeveningl833.pastorRoyNaer- 
TeL (04 93) 32 05 96. 

PRAGUE 

LB. FELLOWSHIP, Vinohradska » 68, 
Prague 3. Sun 1 1 DO. TeL- (02) 31 1 7974. 

WATERLOO 

WATERLOO BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 
Site. 1SL00 at Swedish Church, across 

ton MadDonakfs, TeL (Q2) 333 1585. 

ZURICH - SWITZERLAND 

I.B.C of Zurich, Gheistrasse 31 . 8803 
RuschUkon, Worship Services Sunday 
momngs 1030. Tet: 1-4810011 


1830 every Strday. 22 Dec. - Lessons 
and Carols. 25 Dec. - Farniy Service al 
1030 am. Auferstehungsttche. Kaiser- 
Friadrich-Strasse 87, Berlin 
(Chartottenbung) 5 minutes from U-bahn 
halt t&emarctetrsGsa Rev. John AKnson 
0303015385. 

DRESDEN 

29 Dec. al 18:00, Wesley Covenant 


Semes. English Language FSIowsteJ to 
the Emmauskirche EmK, KaUi a rinansi r . 
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Aratemwi 

Artois 
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ASSOC OF INTI 
CHURCHES 


EUROPEAN 

BAPTIST CONVENTION 


BERLIN 


17 (NeustedO-WB Clapp 0351 442 1413. 

HAMBURG 

22 Dec. at 11:15, Christmas Service. 
Church Of the Cross. ROntgansnafle 1, 
Hamburo-FuhtefaCfeL Rosatyn Kaimam 
0406032705. 

MILAN 

1i:45 every Sunday. 24 Dec CandelgN 
Service 18:00. Chlesa Evangelica 
Mshocfete, via P. Lamhatengrt 26 Rev. 
Pad Perry 02 607 2631. 

MUNICH 


BERLIN 

I.B.C.. BERLIN. Rothenburg Sir. 13. 
(Steglitzl. Sunday, Bible study 10.45. 
worship Service 1 2.00 noon. Charles 
Wartorti pastor. TeL 030-774-4670. 


AMERICAN CHURCH IN RERUN, cor. 
of Gfay Alee & Fo t s d a na Sr. S.S. 930 
am. Worsts 1 1 am. TeL 030-8132D21. 

FRANKFURT 


TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
fftefctegenafee 54, Sun. Wbrehu 1 1 am 
TeL 06965631066 or 512552. 


1130 every Sunday, fetowshiptme 12:45 
Minch Peace Ouch. Faienabslr. 5flJ- 
Bahn “Sendfi rigor ToO : Tuesday, 24 
December. 6:30 p.m.: Christmas Eve 
Service wOh CancSefc^ittog Wednesday, 
25 December, 1i:30 a.m.: Family 
Christmas Semes led by Muse Group, 
tefarmatar 280 23S 77 to**) or 820 60 
43 (Pastor James Dwyol- 
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North America 

Another atio. of arctic air 
ivU mato ns way ton 
Northwest Sunday to the 
nonham Rookies and 
northern Plains Monday, 
then reaching the Great 
Lakes Tuesday. The mid- 
Atlantic, Southeast and 
southern New England wfl 
be mild through Monday. 
Seasonable across north* 
em New England. 


Europe 

London and Amsterdam 
mil turn colder early next 
week. Parts w6l Stay rather 
mild through Monday fol- 
lowed by colder weather 
Tuesday. North-central and 
northeast Europe as wefl 
as wesiem Russia will 
tomato cold into next week. 
Unsettled across the ram 
mi end Boutham twmthbds 
ot toe continent. 


Asia 

A pocket ol cold air will 
move from gaffing and 
Seoul Sunday to Japan 
Monday. CoU ak w» also 
affect Selling and Seoul 
Tuesday, while Japan 
moderates. Unsettled over 

Japan Sunday and Mon- 
day. Mainly dry and sea- 
sonable In Hong Kong. 
JJ*oSngapotB have * 
tondereksm each day. 
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FBI Leak Sought 

Louis Freeh, the FBI chief, above, 
said the official who named the 
security guard Richard Jewell as a 
suspect in the Olympics bombing 
should be prosecuted. 
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RAGE 3 


Spycatchers Reeled In Alleged FBI Turncoat for 16 Months 


By Tim Weiner 

New York Times Service 

' WASHINGTON — Last Dec. 28 a 
recently redied Russian diplomat sat 
surrounded by law books in Room 228 
of the New York Public Library, waiting 
to meet an agent of the FBL 

The retired diplomat was secretly 
working for the FBL The FBI says its 
agent was secretly working for Mos- 
cow. 

The agent, Eaxi Edwin Pitts, wandered 
around the library for 30 minutes, ac- 
cording to the bureau, nervously looking 
without success for the retired diplomat, 
hoping for a belated Christmas bonus 
from the Russian spy service. 

Mir. Pitts's memory had foiled him, 
the bureau says. He had been told to 
meet the diplomat at “the same place’* 
in the library where he bad last had a 
rendezvous with a Russian, more than 


eight years before. 
The diplomat wa 


The diplomat was in the law section; 
Mr. Pitts was wandering around in pub- 
lic affaire. 


The next day. after a hurried tele- 
phone call, the bureau says, Mr. Pius 
met the retired diplomat, who was wear- 
ing a concealed tape recorder, at Wash- 
ington’s National Airport. Mr. Pitts apo- 
logized for his confusion, the bureau 
says, exchanged holiday greetings with 
his old contact and walked with him to a 
parked car, where an FBI agent posing 
as a Russian spy handed, him $20,000. 

Mr. Pitts, by now a supervisor for the 
FBI, was arrested Wednesday at the 
bureau's training academy in Quanrico, 
Virginia, accused of giving classified 
information to Moscow from 1987 to 
1 992 in exchange for payments totaling 
$224,000. 

His court-appointed lawyer, Nina 
Ginsberg, says he will plead not guilty 
to an indictment handed up Thursday by 
a federal grand jury. He has been held 
without bail since his arrest. 

A 64-page FBI affidavit unsealed 
after his arrest depicts Mr. Pitts's secret 
life, beginning nine years ago with a 
series of clandestine meetings with So- 
viet agents. For. seven years the bureau 


was unaware that Mr. Pitts was anything 
but what he appeared to be: a trusted 
lawyer of middling talents, married to 
an FBI clerk, mired in the middle of the 
federal bureaucracy. 

Then about two years ago the Russian 
diplomat started working for U.S. in- 
telligence. In 1987. he told the agency, he 
read a strange letter at his desk at the 
Soviet Mission to the United Nations in 
New York. The lener said the diplomat 
was under surveillance by the FBL which 
had falsely concluded that he was a spy. 

The author appeared to be an FBI 
agent offering to betray his country for 
money. The lener was the purest gold to 
the Russians' chief spy within the mis- 
sion, Alexander Karpov: The number of 
FBI agents who had ever offered their 
services to Soviet intelligence could be 
counted on one finger. 

Mr. Karpov quickly set up an as- 
signation at the New York Public Li- 
brary. There, according to the affidavit. 
Mr. Pitts began a long and often clumsy 
dance, first with Moscow's spies, later 
with U.S. spycatchers. 


The affidavit says he kept trying to 
sell secrets, despite his wife’s suspicions 
that he was a traitor, his discovery of a 
surveillance camera in his office ceiling 
and his inability io steal any information 
of great value. It describes him as a 
dedicated but deeply nervous spy. 

Mr. Pins was years old when he 
w as posted to (he FBI's New York office 
on Jan. 3. 1987. He was immediately 
assigned to investigations into Soviet 
intelligence officers posing as diplomats 
at the United Nations. The bureau kept a 
directory of their targets that was known 
as the Soviet administrative list. 

The affidavit says Mr. Pins sold this 
list to Mr. Karpov, along with infor- 
mation about a spy inside the ranks of 
the Soviet intelligence service and other 
secrets. 

But a senior law-enforcement official 
said Mr. Pitts's access to the deepest 
secrets was limited. 

“This was bad and horrendous," the 
official said, “but it never compromised 
any major investigations." 

By 1992 the FBI suspected there had 


been a security lapse in New York in the 
late 1980s. Then in walked the retired 
Russian diplomat. 

His story set off a 16-month under- 
cover FBI effort to trap Mr. Pins, whom 
the affidavit depicts as so greedy that he 
swallowed nearly every lure cast at him 
during the investigation. 

In August 1995. the Russian visited 
Mr. Pins at his home and introduced him 
to an undercover FBI agent, who was 
posing as a Russian intelligence officer, 
according to the affidavit. It says the 
undercover officer gave Mr. Pins 150 
SI 00 bills and instructions for dropping 
off secrets at a clandestine location. 

“I'U do what I can,” Mr. Pins said, 
the affidavit says. 

The affidavit adds that Mr. Pins spent 
the next 16 months stuffing cash into his 
office ceiling (where he had found the 
camera), copying secret documents, 
typing classified information into his 
personal computer, stealing manuals 
and instructional videos from the FBI 
and secretly making 22 deliveries of the 
stolen material. 






Clinton Plans to Rescind Cuts 

WASHINGTON — The Clinton administration has 
prepared a budget that would restore at least $13 billion of 
the funds cut from welfare programs by the Republican- 
led Congress, setting up tne prospect of a major con- 
frontation that could strain efforts at cooperation between 
die White House and Capitol Hill. 

President Bill Clinton has reviewed various budget 
proposals with senior officials, although final decisions 
have not yet been made. But administration sources said 
be was certain to go forward with initiatives to soften the 
impact of recently enacted welfare legislation on legal 
immigrants, children and the unemployed. 

Officials were debating different options for meeting 
that goal, which Mr. Clinton-first committed to when he 
signal the bill in August. 1 (WP) 

fitting, New Orleans-Style 

NEW ORLEANS — As usual. Election Day here in the 
Big Easy was not a showcase for democracy. Mary 
Henderson, who would have been an 87-year-old re- 
gistered Democrat if she had not died four years ago, 
found a way to vote. Her signature — courtesy of 
someone who cared enough to forge her name — appears 
oo the Nov. 5 voting list 

A living voter who fears retaliation if his name is 
disclosed said be was paid $150 to vote three times: "A 
man approached and asked me if I votedyet and I told him 
no and he asked me if I would like to make some extra 
cash and I told him yes and he took me to three polling 
stations." 

In an interview taped by Republican investigators, the 
man said he voted, as instructed, for pro-gambling ballot 
measures, as well as for Mary Landrieu, the Democrat 
who won a seat in the U.S. Senate. Her margin of victory 
— 5,788 votes out of 1.7 million cast — was the closest of 
any Serrate race in tire nation this year and tire closest in 
Louisiana history. . 

These and other curiosities of Louisiana politics are 
included in the 15 volumes of allegations that the losing 
R^juWicaocandidate, Z-ahus Jenkins. detiv^ed in^Wasb- . 
ington this week to John Warner, the Virginia Republican 
who is chairman of the Senate Tales committee. Tbe 
evidence is the heart of Mr. Jenkins’s uphill quest to 
persuade the Senate to dispatch investigators to New 
Orleans and, be hopes, unearth evidence to nullify Ms. 
Landrieu’ s victory. (WP ) 



Carl Sagan, Astronomer, Dies at 62 


Cart Sagan, rite leading American science popularizer. 


By William Dicke 

New Kurt; Times Sen ire 

Carl Sagan, 62, an astronomer who 
became one of the best-known scientists 
in tire United States by enthusiastically 
conveying the wonders of the universe 
to millions of people on television and in 
books, died Friday at the Fred Hutchin- 
son Cancer Research Center in Seattle. 

Mr. Sagan died from pneumonia after 
a two-year battle with a rare blood dis- 
order that led to cancer, said Susan 
Edmonds, spokeswoman for the center, 
where he had a bone-marrow transplant 
in April 1995 and occasionally returned 
for treatment. 

Mr. Sagan was professor of astro- 
nomy and space sciences and director of 
the Laboratory for Planetary Studies at 
Cornell University in Ithaca, New 
York. 

Building upon a foundation of re- 
spected scientific research, he became a 
best-selling and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author and a telegenic popularizer of 
scientific research and space explor- 
ation. 

la 1994. when he was given the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences' highest 
honor, the Public Welfare Medal, the 


academy's president, Bruce Albert, 
said, “In the public view, Carl Sagan's 
name may be associated more with sci- 
ence than that of any other living U.S. 
scientist." He said Mr. Sagan “has 
played a critical role in promoting the 
understanding of science worldwide." 

A persistent theme in his work was 
one practically guaranteed to capture 
public interest: the possibility that life 
exists elsewhere in the universe. He 
became an expert on the subject at a time 
when it was considered highly spec- 
ulative. and prodded other scientists to 
consider it seriously. Civilized life must 
be common in the universe, he said, 
because stars are so abundant and the 
Sun is a fairly typical star. 

Mr. Sagan was probably best known 
as the host of “Cosmos.” a 13-part 
series on public television in 1980 that 
explored everything from the world of 
the atom to the vastness of the universe, 
and showed him looking awestruck as 
he contemplated the heavens. With an 
audience of 400 million people in 60 
countries, it was considered the most 
widely viewed public television series 
in hisrory. 

Mr. Sagan was also famili ar to tele- 
vision viewers from his appearances on 


Clinton Fills Final 4 Cabinet Appointments 


Quote/Unquote 


Harold M. Ickes, departing as President Clinton’s 
deputy chief of staff: "Washington is basically about 
power, access and influence. If yon have power, you have 
iL-lf you don't, you don’t I have no illusions.’ ’ (NYT) 


Compiled by CXm Staff Fran Dtspctchrs 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton 
completed his second-term cabinet lineup Fri- 
day by nominating his transportation secretary, 
•Federico Pena, to take over as energy secretary 
and a White House aide, Alexis Herman, to 
become labor secretary. 

Mr. Clinton also nominated the federal high- 
way administrator, Rodney Slater, as trans- 
portation secretary and Andrew Cuomo, eldest 
son of tbe former governor of New Y ork, Mario 
Cuomo, as secretary of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Mr. Cuomo 
had been an assistant HUD secretary. 

Mr. Clinton also named his boyhood friend 
and former White House chief of staff, Thomas 
McLarty, as a special envoy to Latin America, 
working out of the White House. 

The nominations completed Mr. Clinton’s 


cabinet appointments for his second term with 
an emphasis on diversity. Mr. Slater and Ms. 
Herman are black. Tbe selection of Mr. Pena, a 
surprise llth-hour cabinet addition, was de- 
signed in part to appease powerful Hispanic 
political interests. And it reflects how far Mr. 
Clinton would go to appoint a cabinet that, as he 
said in 1992, ‘Hooks like America." 

Mr. Clinton applauded the departing cabinet 
members. Labor Secretary Robert Reich, 
Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros and Energy 
Secretary Hazel O’Leaty. 

In another nod to Hispanics, Mr. Clinton 
named Aida Alvarez, director of federal hous- 
ing enterprise oversight at HUD, to replace Phil 
Lader, director of the Small Business Admin- 
istration. 

Mr. Clinton already has nominated another 
Hispanic, Representative Bill Richardson, 


Democrat of New Mexico, as the ambassador 
to the United Nations. Mr. Richardson and Ms. 
AJvanez will not be in the traditional cabinet, 
but their posts were made cabinet-level by 
presidential fiat. 

Mr. Clinton also nominated: 

•Janet Yellen, a member of the Federal 
Reserve Board, to succeed Joseph Stiglitz as 
chairman of the Council of Economic Ad- 
visers. 

• Bruce Reed, a centrist Clinton aide, to be 
domestic policy adviser, succeeding Carol 
Rasco. who is moving to the Education De- 
partment. 

Mr. Clinton also formally extended the terras 
of Education Secretary Richard Riley, Ag- 
riculture Secretary Dan Glickman, Veterans 
Affairs Secretary Jesse Brown and Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitz. t Renters. AP ) 


TAKING OFF FOR THE HOLIDAYS By Frances Hansen 


An Internet Provider Is Erased 


ACROSS 
t Madrid’s Paseo 

del 

6 Swagger 

13 Modem dance 
giant 

19 Reading on the 
Richter scale 

20 Declaimed, as 

. ~ A Visit From SL 
Nicholas” 

21 Barrio resident - 

22 Stan of a verse 

25 .Outdid 

26 Introduction to 
conservatism 

27 Not the tawes ■ 
prices 

28 Social reformer 
Dorothea 

29 Word with guard 
orchard 

3! Take steps 

32 Order to the 
“Ship of State” 

36 Like Atnlanla 

37 Its point is to 
make holes 

38 Swarthy 


42 ream 

43 Zoom 

44 Matty or Moises 

45 Chief Theban 
deity 

46 Part 2 of the 
verse 

52 Writer Samha 

Rama 

53 Plains Indian 

54 Slicker? 

55 Word from a 
fencer 

56 Seat of an 
empire? 

58 1980 Oscar 
winner 

60 Theodor 

(Dr Seuss) 

61 Name that 
means 
■heavenly" 

63 Wild asses 

63 “Passages” 
writs' Gail 

68 Most like the 
Magi 

70 Joining forces 

74 Thomas of TV 


TRANS ’VORU3AIRUNES 


We'rie up in . 
Miiuvlliinji i*und. 


75 Tolkien . . . 
tree-men 

76 If has a Minor 
part 

77 PBS benefactor 

78 Parl3ofthe 
verse 

.84 Cobbler’s form 

85 RjvBlofScipfo 

86 Hecuba’s home 

87 Mariposa % 

88 W.W. 11 landing 
craft 

89 Print era 1 widths 

90 Letter opener? 

92 Famous 

Christian 

94 Bee: Prefix 

95 On the sordid 
side 

96 From Z 

97 Rubble 

100 Socks, e-g, 

101 D’Oyly Carte 
offering 

106 End of tbe verse 

110 New Jersey's 
stole tree 

111 Engine fluid 

1 12 Sheplayed 
Anastasia in 
“Anastasia” 

113 Begets 

1 14 Popular . 
Mousekefeer 

115 Chan holder 

DOWN 

1. Shore dtp) 

2 Zebras 

3 Last of a Latin 
trio 

4 Fish also called 

. ...jpahimahi 

5 Source 

. 6 Thin nod 

7 Padre, for short 

8 It's not 
returnable 

9 Barbarinoon- 
"WeJcome Back, . 
Koner* 

. 10 Certify 

11 Deejay's disks 

12 Harem room 

13 Group in robes 

14 “Nick of Time" 
Grammy winner 

15 Girilend-ln 

16 Sound setup 

17 Indigo source 

18 Epigram 

18 Nashvillesch. 

23 Put the whammy 
on 

24 Make use of 

. 28 Pole, for example 

30 “The stockings 
hung...- 

. 33 (Jerald's 
predecessor 

-33 -Shunt for 



The Associated Press 

HARTFORD. Connecticut — Ji is a 
computer company's worst nightmare: 
to be erased. Completely. 

But that is whai the police said 
happened to Digital Technologies Group, 
a small Internet service provider and 
computer design company. A man who 
lost his job ai the company just before the 
problems started has been arrested. 

One night in October, the company's 
owner, Mark Ambrose, was at home 
trying to call up the company's home 
page on the Internet's World Wide Web 
when an error message flashed on the 
screen. When he tried to retrieve a major 
account, the file was gone. 

Mr. Ambrose rushed to the office lo 
log on to the system, only to find more 


error messages. "Everything had been 
erased, ” he said. Even backup copies 
were deleted. 

The company lost about $27,000 in 
business equipment and records. 

Mr. Ambrose reasoned thar only 
someone with intimate knowledge of 
the company's system, including client 
and employee passwords, could have 
created such havoc. 

The only man who filled that de- 
scription. he said, was Charles Morrell, 
the primary computer technician, who 
was dismissed the day before the files 
started disappearing. 

Mr. Morrell was arrested Tuesday on 
a charge of computer crime. He could 
face up io 20 years in prison. His lawyer 
said the charge was “totally baseless." 


"The Tonight Show" with Johnny Car- 
son. who was known to don a black wig 
and perform a Sagan impersonation. 

In an interview in 1977. Mr. Sagan 
said he turned down several hundred 
requests to give lectures every year but 
always tried to accept invitations to ap- 
pear on “The Tonight Show." 

“The show has an audience of 10 
million people," he said. “That's an 
awful lot of people, and those aren't 
people who subscribe to Scientific 
American." 

Jean -Pierre Levy, 85, 

French Resistance Leader 

PARIS fNYT) — Jean-Pterre Levy, 
85, a leader of the French Resistance 
against the Nazis during World War II. 
died in Paris on Dec. 16 after what was 
described by friends as a brief illness. 

Mr. Levy, a reserved man who did not 
like to talk about his exploits during the 
war, created and led the Franc-Tire ur 
(Irregular) organization in southern 
France, one of the pillars of the fight 
against the German occupation. As 
early as 1941, he edited a clandestine 
journal called " Franc-Tire ur" and was 
active in the recruitment of resistance 
fighters. 


Away From 


Politics 


• New York City’s crime rate has 

plunged for the third straight year, 
dropping 16 percent since 1995. 
preliminary police records show. 
The city is on track to have fewer 
than 1 .000 murders in a year, which 
would be the lowest total since 
1968: 937 had been reported by 
Dec. 1 5. The decline in major felon- 
ies — murder, rape, robbeiy. as- 
sault. burglary, grand larceny and 
auto theft — means thar New York 
could end the year with the sharpest 
drop in such crimes since the end of 
Prohibition. (NYT) 

• A judge in Helena, Montana, 
has refused to halt a government 
plan to thin out the growing bison 
herd in Yellowstone National Park, 
hi rejecting a suit fifed by five con- 
servation groups, U.S. District 
Judge Charles Lovell said that the 
program would help the National 
Park Service control the herd and 
get rid of diseased animals. (AP) 

• A page was cut out of the engine 

jog for the freighter that plowed 
into a crowded riverside mall in 
New Orleans last week, and law- 
yers are concerned that other ev- 
idence which is needed to prove the 
ship was not seaworthy will also 
disappear. The missing page 
covered the two days before the 
accident. (AP) 

• An 82-year-old Bronx man who 
was left alone with his grandson's 
three pit bulls was killed by one or 
all of the dogs, police said. (NIT) 


© New York Times/Edited by Will Shorts. 


34 Ideas, opinions, 
etc 

35 Sign of summer 
38 Liver, in Le 

Havre 

37 Subject of an 
1867 sale 

38 67-Down, for 
one 

39 Cherubs 

46 1950 Max 
OphCils film “La 

41 Prepare to 
propose 

43 Pit 

44 Sign of stress? 

47 By hook or by 
crook 

48 Poland - 

49 Mutdaur’s" 

Woman' 

50 They have edible 

shells 

51 Women advisers 

57 Cousins Of 
margays 

58 Strung ale 

59 Genoese 
creation 

60 Bonled spirits? 
62 Dieter's bane 


64 Not reserved 

65 Slight 

66 Laugh track 
sounds 

67 Artist Max 

69 N.Y.C. zone 

71 Enlargement, 
maybe 

72 Mont Blanc 
covering 

73 Burt Reynolds 
Rick 

76 Energy source 

79 They produce 
chips off the old 
block 

86 Leave no trace 

81 News squib 

82 Carhop's burden 

83 O.T. book 

90 “Tts l he to 

be jolly' 

91 Be a snitch 

92 Glenda Jackson 
biopic 

93 Name in 199.7 
headlines 

94 Indo-European 


95 Oftshoo< 

96 Galoot 

97 Like still waters, 
maybe 


103 King Hiram's 
home 

104 Drudgery 

105 What's more 


98 “Das Rheingold" 106 “ 

earth goddess Winterbourne" 


99 Knitted hem 

101 Bone: Prefix 

102 Work units 


107 Elvis's label 

108 Welcome giver 

109 Sugar lover 


Solution to Puzzle of Dec. 14-15 
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Fear of ‘Domino Effect’ in Vietnam 

An Illness Imperils Power Balance 


By Seth Mydans 

JV*w Kiri Timet A’.wkv 


BANGKOK — The prospect of a 
domino effect is once again troubling 
Vietnam as the severe illness of one of 
the nation's three aging leaders is for- 
cing it to face the long-postponed issue 
of generational change at the lop. 

For more than a month. President Le 
Due Ann. 76. has been hospitalized be- 
cause of the effects of a stroke, and most 
political analysts say they doubt he will 
be able to return to his duties. 

In theory, he has been temporarily re; 


K * :d by Vice President Nguyen Thi 
. who gained prominence in the 
1 1970s as a negotiator in the Paris peace 
| talks. But she is not a member of the 
, Communist forty Central Committee and 
i is not in line to succeed him. 

In an 'interview this week with Reuters 
in Hanoi, Prime Minister Vo Van Kiel, 
74. broke an official reticence over the 
succession question. 

"In the near future," he said, "if, 
because of our president’s health con- 
dition, he is unable to continue his du- 
ties. then we will have a new president 
because die country cannot exist without 


a president as head of that coun- 

ty" . . . 

The succession question is com- 
plicated because General Ahn, Mr. 

Kiel and the Communist Party gen- 
eral secretary. Do Muoi. 80, make 
up a ruling group that is a painstak- 
ingly balanced to represent the 
country’s three regions — north, 
south and center — and its varying 
ideological constituencies. If one Pr 
domino falls — as the United Stales an 
once feared about the Communist 
threat to Asian nations — others may 
fall. too. 

At the Communist Party congress in 





June and July, which followed mouths of going to lead people to say, ‘We can’t 
internal debate. the leadership keep people on in their 70s and 80s.’ ” 
sidestepped the succession issue, leav- ‘The other is the north- south-center 


sidestepped the succession issue, leav- “The otb 
ing the three men in place. Speaking balance and 
informally at the conference, party or- ideological 
ficials said the three were expected to be by Anh, the 
replaced in the coming months, before resented by 3 
their terms of office are completed. But been called 1 
no timetable was given for those changes middle," be 
and it was clear that the struggle over To keep t 
succession had not been resolved. eral Anh wo 

"There are two sets of dominos,” conservative 
said Carlyle Thayer, a Vietnam analyst Vietnam wh 
who beads the School of Politics at the bers of the n 


China Dismisses U.K. Threats Over Council 


The Assoeiaict/ Press 

HONG KONG — Defying an angry 
British government and ’egg-throwing 
demonstrators. China pushed ahead Fri- 
day with plans to set up a provisional 
legislature Saturday and abolish the 
British colony’s elected assembly. 

As officials gathered in the neigh- 


Kong people with the measure of demo- 
cracy we have introduced," 

He said Britain was urging the United 


Slates, its European Union partners and 
others to tell China of "the concern 


boring Chinese city of Shenzhen to se- 
lect the temporary body. Foreign Sec- 
retary Malcolm Rifkind of Britain 
vowed to mobilize world opinion 
against Beijing’s move and invited it to 
settle the matter in the International 
Court of Justice. 

"There is no justification tor China to 
replace a legislature elected openly and 
fairly by more than 1 million Hong Kong 
people. ’ ‘ Mr. Rifldnd said from London. 
"China should be prepared to trust Hong 


others to tell China of "the concern 
which their plans for the legislature have 
aroused around the world." He also said 
London would double, to twice a year, 
its repons to the United Nations on the 
human rights situation in Hong Kong. 

The provisional legislature is to be 
chosen by a Beijing-organized Selection 
Committee of 400 people, mostly busi- 
ness leaders and professionals. 

Of the 130 candidates, 34 are mem- 
bers of the existing legislature and 26 are 
candidates who lost in September 1995 
voting, which produced Hong Kong's 
first fully elected legislature. 

The Democratic Party, Hong Kong’s 


largest, is boycotting the new legislature 
and has expelled the one member who 
declared his candidacy. 

Small groups of protesters demon- 
strated outside Beijing’s diplomatic mis- 
sion in Hong Kong mi Friday and threw 
eggs at buses carrying committee mem- 
bers to Shenzhen. 

‘ ‘Tomorrow will be a very black, dark 
day for Hong Kong." said Emily Lau, a 
legislator. The new legislature, she added, 
‘ ‘has no legitimacy, no credibility — they 
don't represent the Hong Kong people." 

Tung Chee-hwa. who will be Hong 
Kong’s chief executive when Beijing 
resumes control over the British colony 
July 1, has said that the provisional body 
will exist for just one year and dial a new 
one will be elected "as soon as possible, 
probably during the first half of 1998." 


INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFIED 


Moving 


JSM} 


new TAX-FREE used 
ALL LEADWG MAKES 
So™ Bay regarabor o cssite 
r&ew&a up to 5 wars 
’.V* afco reqster cars win 
i&pretfl foreign (ax-toe) pates 


A.G.S PARIS (33-1} 4G 80 20 20 


K2XQVJTS 

Aired Ester Street 10. CH8D27 Zurich 
Tet 0133? 76 10. Far 01*0? 75 X 


RARE OPPORTUNITY • Encydopaetfe 
ot ALSTED. 4 volumes dated 1649. 
CHRISTIE? sale (London) 31.1.1997. 
Hast aimed r 1971). Far detfs Fax: 
France +33 f(E5 61 £8 12 54 


Colleges & Universities 


OFFSHORE COtfltEROAL BMC 
FOR SALE 

WBi Cass A Beense and coraspentert 
bant retafioretap. tndudes a tax toe 
taring company, a US. arisdaqr vtt 
New Yd 0 Cfr paces, and a UJL 
subsidiary nffi London officss. InraHi 
acqustoon. 108% consoL US S60JUL 
FMANCE MERCHANTS GROUP. 
Nessai T at (243 384-7080. 

ESC (242) 394*082. 

- Umdon Tel/Fax: 44 1« S39 824&> 


Auto Shipping 


SAVE ON CAR SHIPPING. AUESCO, 

Krtfoestr 2. Artwerp Belgium TcTrom 
US. Afraa Regular Rc-Ro saring Free 
hotel. W. 323231-42?? Fax 2E-635? 


OCEANWDE MOTORS 

SERUM + USA TAX FREE CARS 
Germany (0)211 434646 Fax 4542120 


EARN UNIVERSITY degress uttfong 
wcfL life 6 academic ex perience. For 
evaluation & rfomawn forward resume 
to: ft eft Southern lAiwtofy, 9591 W. 
Pcs Bhto, dept 121 Lbs Angeles, CA 
OT35LSA 


Legal Services 


ITS TIE ID BUY HOTELS kl FRANCS 

1) IN PARS, new decoration. 40 name. 

2) M BflJTANY. seaside. potanfaL 

3) H PROVENCE, wit extra land tor 
dntiopM 6 b^necterapy lest 


Autos Tax Free 


A7K WORLDWIDE TAX FREE CARS. 
Expoe ♦ texxng ♦ regsnaben d nen & 
raed care. ATK NV. TammJa 4a 2930 
Bresschaai. Belgium. Phone -32 3 
6455002. Fax +32 3 6457109 AIK 
slice 1959 


DIVORCE H 1 DAY. No irawL Write; 
Bo* 377. Subtly. MA 01776 USA. Tet 
506/4434367. Fax 5O6M430T& 


Business Opportunities 


ten X2 reverts + wine unMvrty 
FWAMCHG AVAILABLE. Rex in Mi 
+33 (Q) 47 55 B7 33 or writs Box 194 
IHT. 82521 Nwa? CfldK FRANCE 


DIVORCE h H hs. lawyer. No Tenet 
Snre 1969. Tel: ++972.9 7718292. Fax 
972.8.7718294 htfp./fVnni.heflo-isra- 
dxonVrivwce Cortwemiai & discrete 


2nd PASSPORTS I Driving Ucencee I 
Degrees/CmoAage PassportsJSeotf 
Bank Accourts. GU. P.0. Box 70302. 
Athens 16610. Greece. Fax 8962152, 
Hip .'W^lobaWTxxwycom 


OFFSHORE C0IIPANES. For toe bro- 
dus or arives Tel: London 44 18l 741 
1224 Fie 44 181 748 65580338 
ww«LapiMximiN 


FRIENDSHIPS 



l 

ATTRACTIVE. PROFESSIONAL iiwn- 

Friendships 

n i iiuwiiim rnvi bOmwiWk hirst 

san lady in n*r late mtroes trim ttas 
peen wwong in Souttieast Asia for die 

A YOUNG ATTRACTIVE. seartaeaE S 
swwb Austraian gul who is alone lot 

Xmas 6 New Year wotfd to to meal a 
handsome, generous gentleman to go 
sAfiog or cefetsae h some fin way. Far 
♦33 101 4 92 10 85 IB 

past 7 years b seeking a grogarims, 
successtui mar, 38-48 to etare a healthy 
Bestyte wtt If you have a graai sen® 
ol humoix, toe la naval and are a non- 
smoker. humour me via e-mail: 
riGHcp©DatScmsq 

ASIAN LADIES seek mania*. Details 

ICE BREAKERS. 545 Orchard Rd. 1003 

Far East Staowg Ctr. Sngaccra 0923 

Tel: 65-72 8745. Fax 65-235 3780. 
tWj^/wira^Mom^fcefxeafffls. 

DfSTttJGUISHED WIDOW, 47. -young 
too lung loves travel wcultf lira lo mem 
tonaly tJusmessmOT snrtaj taste, finan* 
oaJJy secure tot fnendsftp, age 45 to 65. 

iMrflu .yj4. nihjji tj> fl n . ini i vi v oocna 

ARE YOU ALONE FOR NEW YEAR? 
Chamung. soony Eixopean lady, loves 
travelog, would to to mast ertregroneur 

"file vein poo to ot 191 Ln.T. 92a21 

Neuiv Cedex Frarra. 

•tfl trawled gerttoman, &65. tor long 
form rabtlonstte Fax +33 |QH S3617862 

ATTRACTIVE, SHARP MANDARIN 

ALONE FOR CMBSIUAS? sensual and 
passionate Saban miss wants to spend 
te holdays wftyou. Ptene *3 10) 338 
8238675 

speaker desired tor five-m rsuusfons by 
cfianang bigWy sixcesslu) European- 
tased Amsncaa KimSy mspend nidi re 

CM photo d Bo 192. WT. 92521 Nerf- 
tyCete. France 

1 


Business Services 


SBKHG MTL FRENDSMPS 
IWen/Woman) Sophisiicated. single. 
Jamaxen woman. U.S. dtcen. termer 
fashion mwW. New York etsrepreneur. 
worto traveled, lasonaied w#i I HI 
otores. wwJd to » ccnvrtrcae 
(toeskrn people (over 45) tom around 
the won, to mden my horizons eodaly 
and gttaSy. Lets explore new fntndshij 
pcssaxftes, jiet for the hxi ol i! 

Tet 212-26S4074 Fax 212-2E&677B 
Bra 175. IHT.. 850 TTml Am. 88i Boor, 
New York. N.Y. 10022. USA. 


(Callback 

Offers 

Lowest Rates 
Ever! 


OMftHNG FRENCH STUDENT seeks 
finanaafly secure man lor sincere 
and long term reJationsta. Tet *33 
05 09 96 47 86 


Enjoy even greeter savings on 
Interna tioneJ cus. Benefit from the 
same low rales 24-Nours a tty. We 
secure (he dearest end most refiabie 
fines. Use KaJbac* tom home, wok 
or hut* end see. 


Cal now aid nw rears Miyi 


Tel 1-20&28H800 


v 1 — 1 — — ■— WORLDWIDE ELITE gabriele thiers-bense 

.-to the best in international society 
-AND WITH WHOM ARE YOU DANCING 


INTO 1997 ? 


i 


Ttelj +49 ■ 89 ■ 649-2205 MIMHVE & IHJST 

Fax: 449 -89« 649'2224 was their first step to happiness ! 

Daify 10-19 hrs. • Getmaiy • 82031 Mumdi-Grihiwdd • OHo-Hdhwnn - Sir. 5 • By appoi n tment 

Represented in Paris — ■ Berlin ——the USA — Singapore — Melbourne 




— MARRIAGE MEDIATION 

the sophisticated introduction 
CHRISTMAS aid NEW YEAR 
is dso this year joyfully spent by many 
afoursiaessfuSy 
mwSated couples ! 

Persons who either commenced of tie beginning 
of 1996 or just o few months ago*. 

MIU 71 VE & TRUST 
was their first step to happiness ! 


hx J-2D6-282-6686 
Urns open 24 hams. 
Agents taqdrtu nicorne! 


417 Second Avenue West 
SedSAWA 98118 USA 


Lowest Inff 


Telephone Rates! 

Cal The USA From: 

tommy J033 

(JK S02S 

Frenee 2 

toiaartad ^5036 

Swfcn _S025 

SBuri AreOa »S9 

Cel For Al Raes 
29S GoanMoa , 



CJauifia Pfischet-Knies (lid.). More than twenty years ot experience as the partnership agency with a worldwide i 
contacts among tne most distjngusned cfentete. Educated, cuftiB^d peisonaStres of the top of society, the busmes aHe and inter 

For a cultured English/American (or multmationaJ European) man up to 60s/70s 


i confide in u& 


KailMart 

Tet 1-407-777-4222 Fac 1-407-777-6411 
ttp%8UsnAdbHt 


ChUdkss, smajbrfyaHradne and graceful hdy to her 4fls/I68 ^aitd ffien^ Hfc 

(Type: "Grace KeiJyri Eurawan entrepreneur's widow [from select drdes). Amenwn m her AOs, (dandled m Switz&rfana) 
accustomed to social obtebore. loros dasscai music, sun. soum and sea - an wraasttity chamang. haWy cultured, ratfiant and wortfartuflynaiura woman with 
(sailing), nature, aramais (fiorsea’dogs) - the deSghte of fite on a smafl counby a very engaging way atom fier. hefcfijng to the most seteef crass of the world, often 
estate as a welcome change from cultural events, and social o btoa tio ns. has acting behind Vie scenes, ivaryrich}, a house in Geneva, af horns n New York as wto 
qivsn up all bugineK flcfivtties and is therefore absolutely free ax) rodependam. asm Pans, residence In Caroms, (friend ot the njkng aristocracy) - seeks *HJW 
A breathtaking woman with a vary special charm, esprit and an tnedsnbte (Americsn,Swiss/rF«Khf)talian) ot ccrrespondng standards', she wants to stand at his 
lauoh. -adefimjjiyfaraninevwrm wannheartedandiuflof lendemsss -she side: her paitroular intarest is not money (she has got her own), but Me raftnamanthb 
isEst every ifei a woman... looWng W"HW. a man d stature and character integrity, te Mreonato... You w« find In har not wrty the woman te make you happy, 
for whom she can have respect - be may therefore datSy be up to his 7Qs/3Qgi (whose looks leave nomwg to bo desired), but - it you wish -ateoatedy tb»W»rt you 
She could move to whereverhs BteS to Sva - tiatfy to the USA tor good, but as a partner In busmess matters (as a lawyer), and as a most presentable partner in 

sne also feds at home mSutoBrfand and Italy. Do caSus. soodnfe! 

Do vou fad Impressed? Please cafl us: You can reach us daily from 3 to 7 pjtl, also Sst/Sun (except WednMday) 

Princioai branch office Europe- FmnkfurtMs. Hoffmann T(Q049)6SU24S 77 154 or (DM9) 511-325639 and central Fax 06241075113^ 


QOdhss 


natural woman with 
s of the world, often 


Acttnteryou 
on a werWwids scate 


YOUR ORVX 04 LONDON 
Bond Sireto - MA Phone, Fax. Tate 
T* 44 171 498 9192 ft* 171 409 7617 




’l;U* 


BRIEFLY A 


VS Envoy Visits Rangoon Foe 


Hows Dtob HnTAfcacs Fnaes-Pnac 

President Ahn, at left in bealtbier times, 

and Mr. Muoi at Ho Chi Minh’s tomb. 


Blackout Disrupts North India 


Australian Defense Force Academy. 
"One is the issue of age. They have go! 
all these deaths and illnesses. That is 


“The other is the north- south-center 
balance and the balance between the 
ideological conservatives represented 
by Anh, the progressive reformers rep- 
resented by Kief, and Do Muoi, who has 
been called the Confucian referee in the 
middle." he added. 

To keep the structure in place. Gen- 
eral Anh would have to be replaced by a 
conservative military man from central 
Vietnam who is also one of the 28 mem- 
bers of the ruling Politburo. 


Sri Lanka to Rebuild Colombo 


COLOMBO — Sri Lanka on Friday unveiled a S40O 
mini on plan to rebuild the heart of the capital, Colombo, 
which was devastated by a Tamil Tiger suicide bomb 
a ttack in January. 

The plan will complement the expansion of the port, 
south Asia’s transshipment hub. officials of the Urban 
Development Authority told a news conference. 


Historically, this is how die city was built — around 
port." said the authority's deputy director-general. 


the port," stud the authority's deputy director-general, 
Lakshman Jayasekera. "We plan to develop Colombo 
accordingly." (Reuters) 
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RANGOON — A VS. diplomat was allowed through 
roadblocks Friday to visit Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at her 
home in an apparent easing of restrictions on the Burmese 

0I ff unclear when Daw AungSaaSuq Kyi 
would again be able » »® 


WUiUU nuito w — * — c» - - 

compound, where she spent six years under house arrest 

until she was released in 1995. . . 

The 20-minute visit by Douglas Rasmussen, the a cting 
U.S. chaig6 d’affaires, was the first die has received from 
a dipl omat since the latest confinement began. (Ar) 


NEW DELHI — A massive power failure Friday halted 
trains, affected airports and disrupted city life across 
northern India, officials said. 

New Delhi, with a population of 10 million, was vir- 
tually without electricity all day after the regional power 
grid overloaded at 6:30 AM., the officials said- State- 
owned Indian railways canceled 70 trains to and ftom the 
capita l , while die Indira Gandhi International Airport said 
it was operating on emergency power supplies. 

The power failure, which lasted more than 1- hours, 
affected many of the 230 million people who live in eight 
northern Indian states. It was the second blackout this 
month in die populous region. (AFP ) 
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NEW DELHI — India's Congress (I) Party on Friday 
deferred an election to choose a new chief of Us par- 
liamentary wing. 

The Press Trust of India said that a vote scheduled for 
Monday had been postponed to Jan. 3. One contender for 
dm post; Shared Pa war, said the election was delayed 
deputies from India’s Christian-dominated north- 
east have said they could come to New Delhi for fee vote 
only after Christmas. 

The election is being held to choose a successor go 
former Prime Minister P.V. Narasixnha Rao, who was 
forced to leave fee parliamentary post. (AFP) 
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Yeltsin Plans to Return 
To His Desk on Monday 

President, in TV Speech, Seems Tired 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Pnst Service 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin, in his first televised appearance 
since undergoing heart surgery six 
weeks ago. pledged Friday to return to 
the Kremlin on Monday and tackle the 
festering problems of Russia’s -flagging 
social safety net, deteriorating army and 
collapsing tax base. 

In a short question -and -answer ses- 
sion taped by the Kremlin press service 
and nationally broadcast Friday night, 
Mr. Yeltsin seemed tired, stilted and 
short of breath. The Kremlin tape also 
appeared to be heavily edited, jerking 
back and forth between two separate 
camera angles. 

Mr. Yeltsin underwent a quintuple 
coronary artery bypass operation on 
Nov. 5 and has been recovering out of 
sight since then. He spoke Friday from a 
rustic bunting lodge outside of Mos- 
cow. 

Mr. Yeltsin's absence has created a 
sense of drift in the Russian leadership, 
although his heart operation dampened 
the heated political jockeying among his 
would-be successors. It is still not clear 
to what extent Mr. Yeltsin will be pre- 


pared to return to active leadership early 
next year. Except for his vigorous re- 
election campaign. Mr. Yeltsin has been 
ill or hospitalized, and out of the lime- 
light, for most of the last 18 months. 

“The country needs an active and 
energetic president, especially now.” 
Mr. Yeltsin said, sitting in a large arm- 
chair , wearing a patterned cardigan 
sweater. 

“The doctors have done t\ 
that depended on them,” he said, 
even more than that, so, now it is up to 
the president to do his job. There is no 
time for warming up. Nor is it in my 
character to warm up. If I'm to work, I 
will put my heart into it.” 

Mr. Yeltsin said he would return to 
work at Monday morning. His spokes- 
man. Sergei Yastrzhembsky, said the 
doctors had told Mr. Yeltsin not to rush. 

“The doctors recommend for a cer- 
tain time a light regime, a staged, gentle 
resumption of woric in order not to over- 
load the president,” he said. “One 
should not expect that the president’s 
return to work will immediately herald 
weighty decisions affecting the coun- 
try’s fate.” 

In his televised remarks, Mr. Yeltsin 
touched on several social, economic and 



l UdiDuir Mj»Kaiizu' l Ve*-v 

A Russian family watching Mr. Yeltsin address the nation Friday, six weeks after undergoing heart surgery. 


military problems chat he had promised 
to resolve many times previously but 
which have only deteriorated. 

For example, Mr. Yeltsin had prom- 
ised in the spring to wipe out the crip- 
pling wage and pension arrears. Mil- 
lions of workers and pensioners are paid 
months late. His promise was not ful- 


Rwanda’s Self -Imposed Apartheid 


By Stephen Buckley 

Washington Post Service 


GIKOMERO. Rwanda — This com- 
munity of 35,000 once looked like most 
in Rwanda. Hum and Tutsi, the coun- 
try’s main ethnic groups, lived side by 
side. They intermarried Their children 
were friends. 

Then came 1994, when Hutu, who 
accounted for 85 potent of Rwanda’s 
population, slaughtered at least 500,000 
Tutsi throughout the country. Tuisi in- 
surgents later seized control of the gov- 
ernment, and 2 million Hutu fled to 
neighboring nations. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
upheaval, thousands of Tutsi in 
Gikomero no longer wanted to live 
among Hutu. They fashioned new 
neighborhood? of genocide survivors 
and limited their friendships almost en- 
tirely to other Tutsi. 

Now those communities have solid- 
ified, and they are determined that will 
not change — despite die return of a 
million or more Hutu refugees from 
Zaire and Tanzania over the past 
month. 

The blossoming of these ethnically 
homogenous communities has enor- 
mous implications for & country grap- 
pling with the problem of how to re- 
concile tire two groups: Some critics 
charge that the Rwandan authorities, 
smothered by the overwhelming im- 


mediate needs of returning Hutu, have 
taken a nearsighted vie w of a potentially 
explosive issue. 

“You can’t separate housing issues 
from reconciliation,” said John Keys, 
the International Rescue Committee’s 
representative in Rwanda. 

He added: “I don't think there's a 
conspiracy by the government, but the 
decisions made now will have real long- 
term implications for how people live 
together in this country.” 

Exclusively Tutsi communities have 
also bran fostered by the return of an 
estimated 800,000 expatriate Tutsi who 
fled Rwanda nearly four decades ago but 
came home as the Hum refugees flooded 
into Tanzania, Zaire and Burundi 


Hie government has found empty 
swaths of land for many of these re- 
turning Tutsi — known as '59os after 
the year they fled Rwanda following tiie 
bloody overthrow of a centuries-old 
Tutsi monarchy — but many of them 
have taken over property abandoned by 
Hutu in 1994. In some communities, 20 
percent of Hutu refugees who have re- 
turned in the last two months found their 
homes occupied. 

Rwandan officials say that the return 
of the ’59ers spawned single-tribe com- 
munities because the government had 
no place else to put them. The Tutsi 

*1 fed! sad about them. 
Many of them have bad 
hearts. 9 


communities “are not deliberate,* ' said 
Christine Umutoni, deputy minister for 
rehabilitation and social integration. 
“We had to find large pieces of land that 
were available; we had to make sure that 
these people had access to housing.'' 

But some relief agencies say they will 
not help build housing in these' new 
communities out of concern that by 
malting them permanent they could sow 
the seeds of future turmoil in this blood- 
soaked Central African country. Others 
wony that segregated communities 
could make it easier for ethnic extrem- 
ists to carry out mass killings should 
tribal warfare flare again. 

Single-group communities “do 
provide people with a sense of security, 
but they also make it easier to be tar- 
geted.” said Denise Gordon, Rwanda 
representative for Africare, one of the 
first aid agencies here to start a building 
program fbr returning refugees. 

Some UN officials and relief groups 
fear that Rwanda could follow the path 
of neighboring Burundi, which has an 
almost identical ethnic makeup. Burun- 
di — where Tutsi-minority rule con- 
tinued after the lapse of a Belgian man- 
tote in 1962 — long ago splintered into 
segregated communities, fueling inter- 


tribal suspicions and fears that re- 
peatedly have erupted into violence. 

Despite tensions between Rwanda's 
Hutu and Tutsi, they rarely in the post 
segregated themselves into single-tribe 
communities. Indeed, the bloodletting 
of two years ago often found neighbors 
hacking or dubbing to death neighbors 
they had shared jokes and meals and 
church services with for years. 

Gikomero, 15 kilometers (nine miles) 
northeast of the capital. Kigali, was no 
exception. No one recalls die commu- 
nity's precise ethnic makeup before 
1994, but the two groups “lived here 
together almost as brother and sister,” 
said Celestin Bbdyremye, a social worker 
with the Barakabaho Foundation, which 
assists survivors of the massacres. 

Today, residents of one neighbor- 
hood recall that they once lived next to 
or near Hutu here. And in that cluster of 
14 houses — occupied by about 70Tutsi 
— horror stories abound. There is the 
woman who saw her husband hacked to 
death as she hid in a nearby forest. There 
is the man who lost 200 members of his 
immediate and extended family to Hutu 
violence. 

“We do not greet each other,” said 
Daphrose Mukandekezi, 56, the woman 
who saw herTutsi husband slain. ‘ ‘They 
do not look me in the eye. They cannot 
face me or talk to me.” 

Asked if she could share a neigh- 
borhood with Hutu, she said: “That 
would be a very tall order, very tall 
indeed.” 

Mrs. Mukandekezi, who also lost 
three sons in the slaughter, stared at the 
floor of her dark two-room shack. She is 
bitter. “These people killed and went to 
Zaire and received help,” she said. 
“Now they are coming back, and they 
are still receiving help.” 

Her neighbor, Theogene Mbanda, the 
man who lost virtually everyone in his 
family, does not believe that “all Hum 
are bad people. In fact, he said, a Hutu 
hid him for three weeks during the mas- 
sacres. Nevertheless, he does not want 
to live near them. “1 feel sad about 
them,” Mr. Mbanda said. “Many of 
them have bad hearts.” 
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Netanyahu 
Softens View 
On Statehood 


CanpdrUbr Our SufFm D ip* ha 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu would accept the 
creation of a Palestinian state, but with 
severe limits on its sovereignty, his top 
policy adviser said Friday. 

The conciliatory comments by David 
Bar-Dan came a toy before President 
Bill Clinton’s Mideast peace coordin- 
ator. Dennis Ross, was to return to the 
region to resume trying to broker an 
agreement on pulling Israeli troops out 
of the West Bank town of Hebron. 

As a candidate for prime minister, 
Mr Netanyahu said be would never 
grant the Palestinians more than limited 

autonomy. . . _ . . _ ^ , 

Mr. Bar-Ban said Friday that a Pal- 
estinian state next to Israel should not 
have unlimited sovereignty, “It would 
ore have a large army, or any ability to. 
make arms or to make pacts or alliances 
with radical regimes like Iran and Iraq.” 
he said in an inter^ew. 

The issue of Palestinian statehood is 
critical, and the Arab perception that 
Israel’s new government was unwilling 
to accept it is one of the main reasons 
that tensions have worsened recently. 

On Thursday, saying he feared a re- 
newal of terrorism if the peace effort did 
not advance. Secretary of Scare Warren 
Christopher urged Palestinians to re-. 
sDond to recent but as yel undisclosed 
Israeli concessions and quickly conclude 
a long-rtal led agreement on a troop with- 
drawal from Hebron. 

“The Israelis have made some 
moves, and it's time for the Palestinians 
to reciprocate.” Mr. Christopher said, 
irvinfi to balance U.S. cnueism of an 
Isnieu decision to restore large sub- 
tidies and tax concessions for settle- 
S in the West Bank. tAPi. (NYT) 



Mri, SttttlAjrM mKfWM 

Michel Sabbah, the Roman Catholic patriarch of Jerusalem, delivering a 
strongly worded Christmas message at a press conference Friday, warn- 
ing the Israeli government that it was following “a path to violence.” 


Israel Dims Bethlehem’s Holiday 

The Associated press 

JERUSALEM — A 40-foot-high Finnish fir and 100,000 lights should be 
putting a special glow on Bethlehem's Manger Square by now. Instead, they 
are stuck in an Israeli customs shed and may spend the Christmas holiday 
there. 

The Finnish tree and the lights imported from China were held up because they 
do not meet Israeli standards, said Edit Lev-Zerahia, spokeswoman for the Customs 
Authority. 

She said she could only release the goods if given the go-ahead from the 
Israel Standards Institute or the Industry Ministry. Bethlehem is a Palestinian- 
controlled enclave in the West Bank. 

An adviser to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Trade Minister 
Naian Sharansky had agreed to release the lights, if a Bethlehem official went 
to customs, filled out some forms und picked up the lights from the port. 


filled. On Friday, he declared again. 
“No state that cannot pay its people for 
the work they have done is — simply, 
this is intolerable.” 

Mr. Yeltsin said he would attend, for 
the first time, a meeting of an emer- 
gency commission to boost tax collec- 
tion, created when revenues collapsed 
before and after Mr. Yeltsin’s cam- 
paign. The tax scofflaws “will get no 
leniency from that commission.” he 
vowed, adding that industrial managers 
who cannot pay should “get out” of 
their jobs. 

But the tax revenue shortfall is not 
only the fault of managers: Much of it is 
also a result of dozens of costly tax 
exemptions and breaks that the gov- 
ernment handed out in the heat of Mr. 
Yeltsin's re-election drive. 

Mr. Yeltsin also pledged once again 
to move ahead on military reform, about 
which virtually nothing has been done 
in five years, partly because of resis- 


tance from (he defense establishment. 

Alexander Golz, a veteran military 
correspondent, wrote Friday in The 
Moscow Times that at a recent meeting 
of Russia's defense council, the army 
set out “the impossible task” of pre- 
paring “for global war.” 

At the same time, Mr. Golz said, 
Russia's military readiness has badly 
eroded. If there were 1 million men 
actively engaged in training and mil- 
itary duties in December 1991, he said, 
it was reported at the meeting that fewer 
than 250,000 are engaged in training 
and military duties this year. 

Mr. Yeltsin, as in the past, blamed (he 
country's problems on subordinates. 

“The point is that the post -election 
euphoria and may absence have allowed 
some of the executives to relax.” he 
said, without naming anyone. 

Nonetheless, he added, “during my 
illness life in the country remained in 
the normal channel. ” 


Chechens Held 
In Slaying of 
6 in Hospital 


Ci*e*MIn fhtr Sisff ymm Oupuslsr 1 

GRCXZN Y, Russia — The authorities 
in Chechnya have arrested several sus- 
pects in connection with the murder 
Tuesday of six Red Cross workers, the 
republic's security minister, Abu 
Movsayev, said Friday. 

In an interview broadcast on Chechen 
television. Mr. Movsayev said he could 
not identify the suspects, who were all 
Chechens, or explain the circumstances 
of their arrest, because the investigation 
was continuing. 

But the Chechen national security 
department said later that its inquiries 
“point to the Russian secret services, 
who are fulfilling the orders of those 
who want war.” 

It said three arrested suspects were 
“directly involved” in the killing of ihc 
Red Cross workers, who were shot in 
their sleep in a hospital compound in 
Novy Atagi, 20 kilometers 112 miles) 
south of Grozny. 

Five women — two Norwegians, a 
Spaniard, a Canadian and a New Zeal- 
ander — were killed, along with a 
Dutchman. 

Mr. Movsayev said there was strong 
evidence that it was a political murder, 
and there were grounds to expea further 
“terrorist acts aimed at destabilizing 
Chechnya before presidential and par- 
liamentary elections set for Jan. 27. 

“We just have to find out who ordered 
this killing,'' Mr. Movsayev said. “It 
was carried out for political reasons, with 
the aim of toipedoing the elections and 
frightening off the foreign observers.” 

In Geneva, thousands of people 
marched in silent procession through the 
streets Friday to protest the killings. At 
the headquarters of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on a hill on 
the outskirts of the city, the marchers 
placed flowers at a flagpole carrying the 
humanitarian organization's white flag 
with red cross at half-staff. (AFP, AP ) 
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HIS PROMISED LAND 
The Autobiography of 
John R Parker, Former 
Slave and Conductor on 
the Underground 
Railroad 

Edited by Stuart Seely Sprague. 
J65 pages. $20. Norton. 
Reviewed by 
Jonathan Yardley 

J OHN P. PARKER was 
bom in Norfolk in 1827, a 
slave. He died 73 years later in 
Ohio, a free man and a figure 
of real consequence. As Stu- 
art SeelySprague writes in his 
preface to this edition of Park- 
ex’s autobiography: 

“In just two generations, 
the Parker family moved from 
slaveiy to the college-edu- 
cated black middle class. John 
Parker’s drive and spirit 
brought him out of servitude 
and gained him a position as a 
businessman in his commu- 
nity. His courage and gener- 
osity made him one of the 
small group of Americans, and 
even smaller group of African 
Americans, who helped pull 
other people out of slavery, 
even at the risk of their lives. 
At his death in 1900, be left a 
valuable legacy for both his 
family and his country.” 

There isn't a syllable of 
overstatement in that para- 
graph. John P. Parker was an 
extraordinary man: intelli- 
gent, ambitious, self-confid- 
ent, courageous, generous 
and, it must certainly be ad- 
ded, angry. In the first sen- 
tence of this long-lost nar- 
rative he refers to his “eternal 
hatred of the institution in 
which I found myself when I 
was eight years old.” He was 
the child of a white master 
and a black slave. Today’s 
reader will find it most un- 
fortunate that Parker con- 
formed to 19th-century cus- 
tom and assumed that his 
“brain” and “imagination” 
came from his white father, 
but Parker also says: “He 
gave me one more advantage: 
the power to hate.” 

Whatever the source of 
Parker's outrage, it was Teal 
and all-consuming, yet it 


seems never to have lapsed 
into mere racism. Once Park- 
er made his determined es- 
cape from slavery — he 
bought his way to freedom, 
thanks to his own hard work 
and a white woman's kind- 
ness — and began to assist 
slaves making their own es- 
capes by way of the Under- 
ground Railroad, his allies 
were mostly white. His ad- 
miration for them was genu- 
ine and so, apparently, was 
theirs for him. He seems to 
have been that true American 
rarity, a person who spent 
much of his life facing racial 
battles yet saw the world 
through color-blind eyes. 

Parker’s hatred of slavery 
was intractable, yet it was not 
without its complex and sur- 
prising aspects. “So far as 
my masters were con- 
cerned,” he says, “ most of 
my life as a slave was a pleas- 
ant one, so far as my bodily 
wants were concerned.” The 
mental constraints of slavery 
rather than the physical ones 
were what gnawed at him. It 
is not surprising, therefore, 
that Parker had little patience 
with slaves who were reluc- 
tant or afraid to risk their lives 
for freedom: he was a natural 
aristocrat, a leader who 
simply could not understand 
the timidity of those less driv- 
en than he. 

Thai he has bran largely 
unknown all these years may 
be an injustice, but an explic- 
able one; the manuscript of his 
memoir is difficult to read and 
has been filed away at Duke 
University for years. But all 
things have their season. Park- 
er’s autobiography has been 
rediscovered, scrupulously ed- 
ited and published, and now he 
can be given his due. 

Jonathan Yardfey is on the 
staff of The Washington Post. 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Authors world-wide invited 
Writs or send your manuscript to 
MINERVA PRESS 
2 OLD BROMPTON HD. LONDON SW 7 3DQ 


L'icfce cadecaux ! 


POUR ELLE ET LUI 



raoul et curly 

47 avenue do I'Opera - TS002 Paris. Ttf : 01 47«S010 


Opened exceptionally 
on 5unc/ay December 22 



and sport — d) from on international perspective. 

lie advantage of this fanned a 
Tribune witfi a law coal. 2-manth trial : 

Home or office every morning. 


COUNTBY/QJRRENCY 

2 MONTHS 
NEWSTAND 
PRICE 

2 MONTHS 

OFFER 

PRICE 

DISCOUNT 

OFF 

COVER PRICE 

AUSTRIA 

ATS 

\AS6 

650 

55% 

BELGIUM 

BEF 

3,380 

1,350 

60% 

DENMARK 

DKK 

780 

360 

54% 

FINLAND 

FtM 

624 

310 

50% 

FRANCE 

FF 

520 

210 

60% 

GERMANY* 

DEM 

182 

72 

60% 

GREAT BRITAIN 

E 

47 

22 

53% 

GREECE 

DR 

18.200 

9,100 

50% 

IRELAND 

C£ 

52 

26 

50% 

ITALY 

in 

1 45.600 

58,000 

60% 

LUXEMBOURG 

IFR 

3.3800 

U50 

60% 

NETFCRIANDS 

NIG 

195 

78 

60% 

NORWAY 

NOK 

832 

390 

53% 

PORTUGAL 

ESC 

1 1 ,‘foo 

5.000 

58% 

SfWTI 

PTA5 

11,700 

5,000 

57% 

SWEDEN 

so: 

832 

350 

58% 

SWITZERLAND 

CHF 

166 

66 

60% 

ELSEWHERE 

S 

— 

50 

— 

* For ^formation concerning hand dtft—nr in mater German obss. cal tol 
& 0130-91 85 85 or fan fOoPJ 9712 631 1. 

tee HI Gen ■ my 


21 - 12-96 


Yes. I would Bee to start receiving the International Herald Tribune. 

□ My diedi b enclosed fpoyaUe to (he MJ 
Charge my. G Amex G Diners G VISA G Aeons □ MasterCard □ Eurocard 
CaJi cent ithvpn *-31 b, ruh m Fnncb Francs flt amt lOtu 

Card No- - — — E*p Date: 

Signature; 

for business orders, indicate your VAT No: 


PHI VM t *mte, FR747 M02 11 26} 


Mr/ Mrs/ Ms Family Name:. 


Firs# Name.. 


Jab Ella. 


Mailing Address 
Cty/Code: 


Jkaineu WNo. 


Cwntiy — 

Home TaJ No: 

E-Mod MiUh 

loci ibis copy of (he HT at: D limit G hotel D airline G other 
□ t do not wish la receive information from other carefaly screened companies 
Mail or fac to: International Herald Tribune 
181 Axe. C de Gaulle. 92521 N adjyCedw. Franca Fax. *33 1 41 43 *2 10 

OK CAU *33 1 41 43 93 61 

far Asxc »&52 29 22 II 88- In the US (t^ free): 1-800-882-2884 
: fufteOn tewn 

HA3M 


EMoJMxi 
Offer valid for new subscribers only. 


International Recruitment 

Appears even' Monday. 

To advertise contact Fred Ronan 
Tel.: + 33 1 41 43 93 91 Fax: + .33 i 41 43 93 70 
or your nearest IHT office or representative. 


■ i 










PAGE 6 






* . •••"'* ^2 • ••* _* ■’ !Vbi« 2 Wk^>va > « 



SAITJRDAY-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21-22, 1996 

EDITORIALS/OPINION 




page 


Hcralb 


EVTERN.mON.4L 



PI DLISHED UTTH THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WASHINGTON POST 


Lima to Chechnya 


StributtC A Swath of Barbarism Spreads Across the World 

i the Washington post «/ X . . 


it’s a long way, and not only in 
miles, from the privations and danger 
of a primitive village hospital in 
Chechnya to a glittering reception at 
the Japanese Embassy in Lima. But the 
two locations were sadly united this 
past week as innocent people became 
victims of terror. 

It is in the nature of terrorism, of 
course, to choose the most blameless 
and defenseless as targets. In 
Chechnya, unidentified murderers 
killed six peaceful workers of the In- 
ternational Committee of the Red 
Cross, or JCRC. as they slept in an 
unadorned dormitory next to the hos- 
pital they served. These were nurses, 
mostly, from New Zealand. Canada. 
Spain and elsewhere, who defined the 
word altruism: “unselfish concern for 
the welfare of others." The ICRC. a 
Swiss organization partly funded by 
the United Stales, cares for the sick ana 
wounded in conflicts few other non- 
combatants dare approach. Its increas- 
ing vulnerability in modem, intrana- 
tional conflicts represents barbarism. 

Chechnya, having improbably de- 
feated the once-mighry Russian Army, 
is trying to recover from damage the 
Russians inflicted and take on some 
stability. Elections are scheduled for 
late January. Everyone now has the- 
ories about who might have wanted to 
disrupt those elections and scare off 
international observers by this most 
conspicuous of crimes: perhaps agents 


€loak-and-Dagger Excess 


The spy games of the Cold War have 
proved more durable than the Cold 
War itself. A few weeks ago a fast- 
rising officer of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency was charged with 
selling secrets to Russia in recent 
yeans. Now a supervisor at the FBI has 
been arrested and accused of similar 
misdeeds in the late 1980s and early 
1990s. No doubt the CIA has been 
working just as feverishly in Moscow 
to (earn the secrets of the Russian in- 
telligence services. All this espionage 
activity seems excessive. 

It would be unrealistic and naive to 
expect the United States and Russia to 
cease ail spying on each ocher, even 
after the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. There is still secret 
information about Russian conven- 
tional and nuclear forces that Wash- 
ington needs to know to protect its 
interests and allies, and Moscow wants 
to learn more about U.S. foreign and 
military policies than it can pick up in 
the newspapers. 

But the intensity of espionage activ- 
ity. particularly the elaborate chess 
game still being contested between the 
nations’ intelligence agencies, seems 
out of proportion to the threat either 
nation now represents to the other. 

At a time when the United States is 
assisting Russia with the dismantling of 
its nuclear weapons, buying highly en- 
riched uranium from Russian warheads 
and supporting international financial 
assistance to Moscow, it is baffling that 
the CIA and its Russian counterpart are 
still trying to outfox one another. The 


game itself seems more important to its 
practitioners than the reasons for it. The 
byzanfine maneuvering cannot help but 
sow suspicion between the two coun- 


tries. The Russian efforts seem espe- 
cially energetic, but that may be only 
because U.S. agents in Russia have not 
been caught 

Earl Edwin Pitts, a 13-year FBI vet- 
eran, was charged on Wednesday with 
selling information to the Russians 
from 1987 to 1992 for $224,000. Fed- 
eral prosecutors say Mr. Pitts gave 
Moscow a good look at how the bureau 
aies to combat Russian espionage, in- 
cluding a full list of Russians suspected 
of spying in America and the names of 
the FBI agents investigating them. 

This betrayal was not as damaging 
as the hemorrhage of secrets engin- 
eered by Aldrich Ames of the CIA, or 
the more recent activities of another 
agency officer, Harold Nicholson, 
which suggested how eagerly Moscow 
is still trying to get past the defenses of 
the CIA and FBI. For such a small 
investment — $180,000 in the Nich- 
olson case — the opportunities for 
mischief must seem enticing to Rus- 
sian intelligence officials. 

The FBI, for its part, has been busy 
trying to turn Russian officials based in 
New York and Washington into U.S. 
spies. It first learned in 1995 thar Mr. 
Pitts might have worked few Moscow 
from a Russian who once worked for the 
Soviet Mission at the United Nations. 

Not so long ago the U.S. government 
needed intelligence agencies to monitor 
every aspect of the Soviet Union, from 
the stale of the Soviet economy to the 
health of the Soviet leader. These days 
when the Russian president has heart 
problems, an American surgeon is 
summoned to Moscow to help diagnose 
the ailment. There may be a lesson in 
that for Russian and U.S. spy agencies. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Mexico’s Future 


The political system in Mexico is 
damaging to Mexico and the United 
States alike. The same party, the FRJ, 
has ruled for two-thirds of a century — 
longest of any party in the world. To 
stay unbeaten so long it has had to 
institutionalize not "revolution,” as 
its name (Institutional Revolutionary 
Party) suggests, but corruption, fraud 
and coercion. The effect on gov- 
ernance has been devastating: Mexico 
— needing a modem, flexible gov- 
erning instrument to deal with com- 
plexity and change — is saddled with a 
rigid, archaic and illegitimate model. 
Next door, the United Stales inevitably 
pays pan of the price. 

The PRI has a reformist wing whose 
leader is the technocrat president. Ern- 
esto Zedillo. He and some of his like- 
minded predecessors have conducted 
an enlightened policy but have been 
constantly frustrated by the party’s di- 
nosaurs. Last July, Mr. Zraillo ne- 
gotiated with the opposition an im- 
pressive reform of the PRI-tilted 
political system. His imernationai.fajis 
applauded; his domestic rivals bided 
their time. But the other day when the 
PRI lost a few municipal elections, its 
majority bloc in the legislature, eyeing 


the national elections coming up next 
year, restored some of the very spend- 
ing and media provisions by which the 
party has hogged power. The political 
opposition, the restive urban popula- 
tion, the Chiapas guerrillas and the rest 
can only conclude (hat peaceful reform 
in Mexico is a dead end. 

How does a one-party state go 
democratic without {Hitting itself out 
on the street? Some of the Asian auto- 
crats, in South Korea and Taiwan, have 
found it possible to respect public pres- 
sures for change and simultaneously to 
■sell themselves as guarantors of sta- 
bility. But these were countries doing 
well anyway. Russia was not doing 
well when Mikhail Gorbachev took 
over, he installed reform and ended up 
on the lecture circuit Mexico is not 
doing very well, either; for it, political 
reform opens a way for the expression 
of the existing massive social and eco- 
nomic discontent. Democracy in Mex- 
ico, nonetheless, is a value that cannot 
be denied. It is coming, and Mexican 
politicians who reach for the future 
must either embrace it or waste their 
government’s legitimacy and deepen 
their country’s pain. . 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 
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G ENEVA — Six wooden coffins 
arrived this past week at the 
headquarters of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross in Geneva. They 
contained die bodies of six of our col- 


By Jean de Gonrten 

who give body to it were respected. 
Today, however, it seems that in 


occur and again until human- 
itarians cease to work or even exist 
In the aftermath of the Novye Atagi 
tragedy, the ICRC is even more con- 
vinced thar the world as a whole — the 


Cross and the UN ■— must be given the 

means to do its work. 

Crises, wars, conflicts must be 
solved politically* economically, cul- 
turally. Those who can positively m- 

LUl J. 1 Af MUlflirtE 


of disgruntled Russian security ser- 
vices. perhaps Chechen factions un- 
likely to win an honest poll. The fury 
unleashed by a war as savage as that 
waged by the Russians against 
Chechnya cannot be easily retethered. 

The message of the Tupac Amaru 
rebels who are holding hundreds of 
dignitaries and diplomats hostage in 
Peru may be clearer. These are ruthless 
Marxist revolutionaries seeking to re- 
vive their fading movement. They say 
they want a release of comrades now in 
prison, a change in Peru’s economic 
policies and free passage back into the 
jungle; mostly they want the publicity 
[hat conies with such an operation. 

The effect of their crime, no matter 
how it turns out, will be lo discourage 
foreign investment, thus deepening the 
poverty and inequality that feed move- 
ments such as theirs. 

Here. too. the ICRC shows up. fer- 
rying supplies and offering some hope 
of a peaceful way out. 

The diplomats held hostage, includ- 
ing a handful of Americans, are not 
neutral in the way of ICRC workers, 
nor are they always quite so defense- 
less. Yet their current predicament 
serves as a reminder that America's 
Foreign Service officers, no less than 
its military, often deploy to dangerous 
places where they advance U.S. in- 
terests at considerable risk to them- 
selves and their families. 

— THE W ASHINGTON POST. 


with asense of immense and iireplace- all humanitarian organizations, but the to defend and promote policies aim acts ooise mem ju ^ 

able loss but also with a momentary very foundations of what centuries of inspired by the humanitarian ideal, desire to help mose 

....A nf foil, in* Thu air u/hn nnf Inna civilisation have forced in fhe name of allowed tO OO SO. 


sense of failure. The six. who not long 
ago had left their countries to' bring aid 
and comfort to the victims of a faraway 
conflict (about which they probably 
knew little, except for the fact that their 
services and skills were needed there), 
were driven by the strength of a hu- 
manitarian ideaL Possibly they were 
killed because they were viewed as 
"foreigners,” possibly because they 
harbored such an ideal. 

The ideal is the Red Cross ideal, an 
ideal that cuts through the borders of 
nationality, race and gender. It has been 
with the world for well more than a 
cenrury and brings, for as long as men 
permit it. a notion of humanity to areas 
where man plays out his darkest 
designs. For decades, men of war and 
those in politics above them have ap- 
proved and defended this ideal. For 
people the world over, the symbol of 
the Red Cross is die symbol of hope. 

As such, the ideal and the people 


civilization have forged in the name of 
die common good. 

A new breed of killer is appearing, 
one who knows no restraint and who is 
on the brink of denying to himself and 
others the very notion of humanity. 
Should be prevail, the world will not be 
a fit place to live. 

Those who murdered our colleagues 
in Novye Atagi did more than kill six 
people. They attacked the foundations 
of their, and our, past and thus of our 
future. There is little doubt that should 
the world continue to tolerate such tra- 
gedies, this swath of barbarity will 
widen still more and affect ns all. 

It is true that such incidents have 
occurred before, but never on such a 
scale. Even now the ICRC views them 
as tragic aberrations, not anything ap- 
proaching a “nonnal” course of in- 
human events. But should the world 
take the slaughter of our colleagues in 
its fatalistic stride, such incidents will 


2he humanitarian ideal 
is under attack, in 
Cheehyna and elsewhere. 


Short-term, sectarian agendas most not 
be allowed to blur or undercut the hu- 
manitarian responsibility that hinds us 
together in a Wot that a barbarian’s 
sword must not be allowed to sever. 

In practice, this means that the ICRC 
hopes to return to Novye Atagi at the 
earliest date possible — security con- 
ditions pe rmitting - We have left behind 
tens of thousands of people who de- 
pend on our aid — ana in full winter. 
This also means that those in authority 
must act in the interests of those in their 
care, and that the international com- 
munity — as embodied by such com- 
plementary organizations as the Red 


It *>1*° means that those who per- 
petrate acts of inhumanity must be held 
accountable. Authorities in Chechnya. 
Moscow and in capital cities the world 
over must wake up to ute need to 
provide our society with a m«ns to 
prevent and punish such deeds, we 
must hasten to establish an miemaaonal 
criminal court where the new barbar- 
ians will be exposed and disarmed. The 
ICRC, and indeed the RedCrossmove- 

meiit as a whole, will support and where 

applicable assist them in this task. 
There is too much to lose. Shoakl we 

allow the all-encompassing, blanket 

notion of humanity to slip further, we 
would in effect be bolding the door 
wide open to the new barbarians. 

The writer is director of operations 
for the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. He contributed this comment 
to the International Herald Tribune. 


Seize the Moment and Give Up the Evil of Nuclear Weapons 


P ARIS — The firearm ar- 
rived in Japan in 1543, 
brought by Europeans. The Jap- 
anese quickly adopted it, and 
for the next century used it in 
their clan wars. 

This was a period when the 
country was being forced into 
closer unity under the nominal 
rule of the emperor, a task even- 
tually achieved by the Lord 
Tokugawa leyasu, who estab- 
lished a dynastic order in 1600 
that was to last until 1867. 

In 1607 the gunsmiths of Ja- 
pan were assembled by imperial 
order, in Nagahama. They were 
told they could henceforth pro- 
duce firearms only on govern- 
ment authorization. Two years 
later they were given an annual 
subsidy not to make firearms. 
By the early 18th century the 
entire national small-arms pro- 
duction consisted of 35 large 
matchlocks and 250 small ones, 
ordered by the government in 
alternate years. 

The firearm, for practical pur- 
poses, had been abandoned. It 
continued to have a ceremonial 
military role, but swords, spears 
and bows again became Japan’s 
principal weapons of war. 

The last battle in which fire- 
arms had a significant part oc- 
curred in 1637, a year after the 
country was closed to all but 


By William Pfaff 


a handful of European traders. 

Japan had given up the gun. 
The next 200 years were non- 
etheless a period of great tech- 
nological and social progress in 
Japan. The capacity to manu- 
facture firearms remained, and 
when Commodore Matthew 
Perry arrived to force open Jap- 
anese markets in the mid-19to 
century, and the Japanese re- 
cognized that they had to have 
firearms to defend themselves 
against foreign domination, they 
rapidly created an anas industry 
as advanced as die West's. 

During the preceding 200 
years they had simply reasoned 
that firearms were unsuited to 
the society in which ' they 
wished to live. 

Noel Perrin tells tins entran- 
cing stay in an elegant little 
book published in 1979 called 
'‘Giving Up the Gun.” 

This is not the only case of 
arms limitation imposed by 
common sense. Chemical and 
biological weapons have been 
effectively banned in modem 
warfare, together with some 
forms of munitions, even 
though governments can still 
manufacture them and some, 
such as Iraq, have even used 
them in warfare. The lesson is 


that others do not automatically 
imitate what a “rogue nation” 
does, nor necessarily see ad- 
vantage in doing so, nor does 
rogue behavior really change 
the balance of military power. 

General George Lee Butler 
of the U.S. Air Face, head of 
die Strategic Air Command un- 
til 1994. and 60 other retired 
officers recently issued a call 
for total nuclear disarmament. 
Among this group was Alex- 
ander Lebed, the Russian gen- 
eral who halted the war in 
Chechnya and is a candidate for 
Russia's presidency. 

The generals’ statement says 
nuclear weapons axe militarily 
inefficient and morally unac- 
ceptable. There are constant op- 
erational risks even in their 
peacetime deployment. Then- 
actual use in war would do harm 
that is absurdly disproportionate 
to rational political objectives. 

We have known this all along 
but believed ourselves trapped 
in our Cold War with a nuclear 
Russia. It was always a test of 
the strategic imagination to 
think of a rational employment 
for nuclear weapons. 

My onetime colleague Her- 
man Kahn was the most ingeni- 
ous of such analysts, but even 


he admi tted that the intellectual 
exercise of imagining “accept- 
able levels of destruction,” 
“manageable nuclear wars” 
and doomsday machines had as 
its real virtue the result that it 
forced government officials to 
actually think about what they 
were doing. 

We have mostly understood 
that these weapons are inher- 
ently useless. They are nor 
really useful even to small 
countries that believe them- 
selves vulnerable to large ones. 
The threshold to their use is so 
high, and their use so grave in 
its implications, as to be self- 
deterring. Even if they are used, 
what is accomplished? What 
would come after? 

We are near the end of the 
seventh year since die Cold War 
ended. The century is closing, 
one of industrialized and geno- 
cidal totalitarian warfare. Yet 
its sufficient horrors would 
have been nothing by compar- 
ison with tte horror produced if 
the United States and Russia 
had actually executed the nu- 
clear attacks each spent 40 
years preparing. 

At this moment we have an 
opportunity to eliminate these 
weapons. 

Ail fee acknowledged nuclear 
powers are at peace with one 


another. We need to negotiate, 
with every nuclear power, the 
total, reciprocal, supervised 
elimination of nuclear weapons. 

If not everyone will go along, 
so what? The Last 40 years have 
taught that the only value these 
weapons possess is strictly neg- 
ative and reciprocal- The re- 
ciprocity no longer functions, 
since modem guided conven- 
tional monitions can perform 
with discrimination, economy 
and accuracy any militarily nse- 
fnl task a nuclear weapon could 
do — do inaccurately, indis- 
criminately and wastefully. 

The great quality of Ronald 
Reagan, the one for which he 
will be remembered, was his 
simplicity. He was capable of 
seeing simple things that others 
insisted on compticaimg- He saw 
the Cold War was ending, and he 
trusted Mikhail Gorbachev. 

He saw that nuclear weapons 
were anevzL If be were president 
today, he would. I think, see that 
it is time to give up the bomb, 
and that if we do not seize this 
opportunity we will eventually 
be very Sony. I think he would 
invite General Staler to the 
White House, to draft an offer 
the United States can pul before 
the international community. 

International Htrald Tribune. 

© Las Angeles Tima Syndicate. 


An Israeli Hawk Decries ‘Bibispeak’ and Warns of Explosion 


J ERUSALEM — “I have 
strong emotions about the 
parts of the Land of Israel dial 
are heavily populated by Pal- 
estinians,” Ehud Barak said. 

“It has to do with the roots of 
our civilization. 

"But it’s clear to me that in 
reality we cannot hold all this 
territory. Toward the end of the 
20th century we cannot have 
messianic dreams." 

Mr. Barak, a military hero 
turned politician, retired as 
chief of staff at the end of 1994 
and soon joined the Labor gov- 
ernment Shimon Peres made 
him foreign minister before 
Labor lost the election last May. 
Now he is the likely successor 
to Mr. Peres as party leader. 

In a talk in his Knesset office, 
he was bitingly critical of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 


By Anthony Lewis 


“In six months,” Mr. Barak 
said, “he has lost the most pre- 
cious asset we developed in the 
last few years with toe Pales- 
tinians, President Mubarak, 
King Hussein, even to an extent 
President Assad. That is con- 
fidence in the seriousness of the 
intentions of the Israeli lead- 
ership to consider far-reaching, 
calculated risks in order to 
achieve a stable peace. 

“The litmus test is the al- 
titude toward separation and 
sovereignty west of the Jordan 
River. We [the Labor Party] say 
we need to separate in order to 
create mutual respect and elim- 
inate the sense of patronizing. 
We don’t want to control other 
people. We want toe Palestin- 
ians to define their political 


will outside our sovereignty. 

“Netanyahu tries to hide n, 
but he clearly wants only one 
sovereignty west of the Jordan. 
Fix' us, that means we are head- 
ing inevitably toward a bination- 
al state, if toe Palestinians vote 
for the Knesset, or a nondemo- 
cratic one. It would be either 
apartheid or more probably Bel- 
fast, Bosnia or Beirut.” 

Mr. Barak said Prime Min- 
isters Peres and Yitzhak Rabin 
bad used ambiguity construc- 
tively, to create in die Oslo 
agreement a framework that 
would gradually build mutual 
confidence. But Mr. Netanyahu, 
he said, aims to accelerate nc~ 

r itions in order to prove that 
Palestinians are stubborn 
and will not agree. And that 


Needed in Africa: Elastic Borders 


W ASHINGTON — The 
return to Rwanda of 
about half a million Hum 
refugees who had been living 
in Zaire may appear to have 
averted a tragedy. But the na- 
tions of Africa's Great Lakes 
region are still seized by toe 
problems of Burundi and 
Rwanda. Moreover, the in- 
volvement of the rebel Zairian 
Tutsi in the conflict links 
both Rwanda and Burundi 
with Zaire. 

What tiie current situation 
calls for first is a radically 
different view of borders. In 
toe past, neighbors and farm- 
ers and herders moved across 
borders in search of pastures 
and sources of water. Colonial 
State borders interfered with 
that relative freedom of move- 
meat From being a constraint 
to population mobility, these 
otherwise artificial borders 
should be modified to allow 
freedom of movement and re- 
gional cooperation. 

Former President Julius 
Nyerere of Tanzania has pro- 
posed a similar idea. In his 
view, the crisis of Rwanda and 
Burundi is essentially one 
of overpopulation and land 
shortage. He proposes to 
make arrangements for coun- 


By Francis M. Deng These internal and external dy- 


tries of the region to open up 
and expand economic and 
political space for populations 
now squeezed within their 
present borders. Naturally, 
there will be resistance to tots 
idea, but the situation calls for 
difficult choices. 

Either Africa continues to 
hold the colonial borders as 
sacrosanct and to risk implo- 
sions and even disintegration, 
or Africans must modify state 
borders, widen the scope of 
participation, «nH makt» cre- 
ative arrangements that would 
case the tensions and foster 
regional economic and polit- 
ical cooperation. Making bor- 
ders malleable and adapting 
them to the pressures on toe 
ground could be toe most 
prudent way to protect them. 

There is more to the crisis of 
the Great Lakes region than 
a passing h umanitarian chal- 
lenge. Unless root causes are 
addressed, the c hain of human- 
itarian tragedies will continue. 

Statesmen must try to bal- 
ance and reconcile the forces 
of fragmentation at the nation- 
al level with the forces of in- 
tegration at toe regional level 


aamics also dictate that within 
a given country, state sover- 
eignty can no longer be defined 
negatively as a barricade 
against external involvement. 
It mist be recast as primarily a 
positive concept of responsi- 
bility toward the citizens and 
all those falling »mrW the jur- 
isdiction of die state. 

It is fashionable to think of 
h umanitari an intervention as a 
specifically targeted operation 
of limited duration with a clear 
exit strategy. But these prob- 
lems defy such sbort-rerm, 
first-aid approaches. 

The international communi- 
ty can generate strategic think- 
ing along the lines of the re- 
gional economic and security 
arrangements envisaged by 
President Nyerere. Interna- 
tional involvement, whether 
through military intervention 
or political and economic ini- 
tiatives, could encourage a re- 
gional approach to the inter- 
connected crises of d* region. 

The . writer, a former Su- 
danese ambassador to the 
United States, is a senior fel- 
low at the Brookings Institu- 
tion. He contributed this com- 
ment to TheWashington Post. 


“might lead to an explosion.” 

“The prerequisite for a stable 
Middle East,’ be said, “is that 
we recognize the needs and 
sensitivities of our inevitable 
partners. They’re going to be 
there forever. You don’t choose 
your parents, and a people can- 
not choose its neighbors — es- 
pecially when it came back 
from all around toe globe to a 
certain piece of real estate. 

“The question is: Are we 
really going to settle with the 
Palestinians, or are we going to 
manipulate it to let ns control 
them without appearing to?” 
Then, playing with the prime 
minister’s nickname, Bioi, he 
said the latter course was typ- 
ical of Mr. Netanyahu: “He's 
adopted a land of Orwellian 
BIbispeak.” 

Some in the Labor Party re- 
gard Mr. Barak — the most dec- 
orated soldier in Israel’s history 
— as too hawkish. But that im- 
age would no doubt be helpful 
with an electorate so driven by 
issues of peace and security. 

“We believe peace is not 
■ something you have to pay for 
with security,” he said, i ‘bnt 
toe opposite — a contribution 
to security. 

‘ ‘The Uknd, in spite of all the 


bravado, the machoism, begins 
with a primal anxiety: a kind of 
diaspora fear. As if we were not 
toe strongest power in the 
Middle East! 

“From the security stand- 
point we are living through a 
window of oppo rt uni ty, after 
the demise of the Soviet Union 
and toe defeat of Iraq in toe Golf 
War. We enjoy a unique su- 
periority over any combination 
of hostile players. 

“But there are quite disturb- 
ing phenomena looming over 
the horizon: the prospect of an- 
other wave of fundamentalist 
radical Islam, or another wave 
of stafle-sponsored terror or nu- 
clear force in tone bands of in- 
dividuals like Saddam Hussein. 

“We cannot control the evo- 
lution of such things, bat we can 
make a determined attempt at 
relaxing the inner ring of coun- 
tries around os. 

“Thai’s toe Rabin-Feres vi- 
sum: Use the opportunity to try 
to reach a reasonable, even a 
fragile set of agreements 
backed by the internati o nal 
community. That would make it 
much more difficult for an ban 
or Iraq to nurture active hos- 
tility against Israel.” 

The New York Times. 
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IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 
1896: Spain on Guard ^ gunning for toe best mar 

- . ferial that is to be found. The 


W * 


MADRID — It is stated that 
Senor Dupuy de Ldme, the 
Spanish Minister to the United 
States, has telegraphed to his 
government that Secretary Ol- 
ney told him that Spain may rest 
easy regarding the attitude of the 
United States Government to- 
ward Cuba until March next, as 
Mr. Cleveland will not recog- 
nise toe independence of Cuba, 
Congress notwithstanding. The 
Spanish War Office is prepar- 
ing drawings of numerous geo- 
graphical, topographical • and 
military documents relative to 
the United States for distribution 
among the officers of the anny. 


out gunning for toe best ma- 
terial that is to be found. The 
two pennant winners, the Giaxrts 
and toe Yankees, dwellers in 
Gotham, are the worst offenders 
against Judge K. M. Landis’ or- 
der to bring down the cost of 
toe national sport to twenty- 
five-cent bleacher seal levels. 

1946: Hanoi Besieged 

PARIS — French authority was 
re-established last night [Dec. 
20] after a full night and day of 
heavy fighting A commimimM- 


1921: Baseball Bucks 


NEW YORK — The bank-roll 
appears to be paramount in toe 
baseball world this winter. 
Practically all .of the club-own- 
ers have slipped toe robber 

hanrlci IWwi 1 
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JacquesMoriifere. Reports from 
™oi described toe capital as 
because toe mad be- 
tween the capital and Haiphong 
was cut by the Viet Nameseand 
Sf* “J* was the only source 
of a dwindling food supply. 
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UN Observers Among 23 Hostages Seized by Tajiks 


OTstru* *»i h\pi 


Can*UhyO»Sa*n**Dhpim** 

DUSHANBE. Tajikistan - — Tajik 
guernllas seized 23 hostages on Friday, 


Mirzo Ziyoyev, and the opening of a 
corridor on the Tajik- Afghan border to 
allow Mr. Sadinov’s men still in Af- 


‘ . ***:- - 


< •»» t-- 


including seven foreign United Nations ghasistan to regain the area under their 
cjiniaiy observers, and threatened to commander's control, 
snoot them if their demands were nor Miss Foa, speaking at the UN 
met withm two days. headquarters in New York, noted that 

a UN spokeswoman, Sylvana Foo, “the UN is always in a very sensitive 
“““ “ a new s briefing Friday that the position on these issues, but at this mo- 
g ue TrV l2 group, which claims to be led ment we are taking a lode at these de- 
ny Kizyon Sadirov, a former Islamic mands and talking to both groups.” re- 
opposidoD leader who defected to the fening to the Tajikistan government and 
government side last month, was calling Mr. Sadhov's group, 
for its demands to be met by 2 PJM. local The guerrillas staged their action as 

time Sunday. the Tajik president, Imoii Rakhmonov. 

. i ne hostage-takers are demanding the and the exiled opposition leader, Sayid 
°f Mr. Sadhov’s brother, now. Abdullo Nuri, were in Moscow for talks 
netd by another military commander, on ending the four-year civil war in the 


former Soviet republic. The two men 
met briefly Thursday. Officials from the 
two sides held a second day of dis- 
cussions Friday. 

The hostage-takers called themselves 
“Rizvon Sadirov ’s Group” and said 
they were loyal to Mr. Sadirov, the rebel 
leader who changed sides last month to 
back the government. His brother is be- 
ing held by opposition fighters in the 
mountainous Tavildara region. Mr. Sad- 
irov himself is believed to be in neigh- 


Tajikistan. where government troops and 
opposition forces have clashed recently. 

The UN source said the 23 hostages 
included foreign and Tajik UN workers, 
as well as government and opposition 
representatives of a joint committee set 
up ro conduct negotiations. Two of the 
seven foreign military observers were 
from Bulgaria. The others came from 
Denmark, Jordan. Ukraine. Uruguay 
and, the UN source believed, Austna. 

The UN mission has 96 foreign mil- 


boring Afghanistan with groups of itaiy observers in Tajikistan. Its mandate 


armed followers. 

The incident occurred at 1:50 P.M. 
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traditional ceremony at the Guanghua : ^ - 

Temple in Beijing, where his family laid * •. 

a gold cloth across his face, put rings on ! ity - '< JR* 

cus fingers and shrouded him in white 

silk embroidered with the dragon and 1 ^ 2 % 

phoenix emblems of China’s imperial <iv >: v 

tradition. " ‘ V 

“He was a mail of rare intelligence,” 

Mr. Jia told Reuters, recounting tow Sun *7->£v. ,-v^i 

had revisited the Forbidden City in 1 993 ' v„ . ; •. : IJWsNjNw 

for the first time in more than 70 years 'f\-' S -\ V JE ' . •• • i5&- 

and had pointed out inaccuracies in the- . ' ^I vij Bj . ' ■ ! ^S£^*L* y - ' 

historical displays. •' ' V * ' 

In one comer ofthe outer square of the % T V 

palace, a granite block still marks the ipfc - * \ \ \ A V, 

spot where some of Sun’s fellow eu- 

nuchs were said to have lost their “three K 

precious,” as the organs were called in ' i - . - JjLi '■/ t \yr*S&: 

court parlance of the day. ; v -f' 

Traditionally, a eunuch preserved his ’ j' 

genitals in ajar, to insure that they would '• • • . . ><?!>•' 

eventually' be buried with him, in the 
belief that this would guarantee. Ms re- 
incaraation as a “fioH” man . 

so fortunate- During the 

Cultural Revolution, die decade of in- ' 

tense political and social upheaval feat REMEMBERING MASTROIANNI — The French actress Catherine Deneuve, left, with Barbars 
began in 1966 — coincidentally the year Mastroianni, a (laughter of Marcello Mastroianui, at funeral services Friday in Paris for the Italian actor 

fee former emperor feed— Sun’s famDy |____ 
destroyed his jar. They were afraid of 

Guards if such a symbol of the^feudal JAPAN: Tokyo and Allies Tar Apart 9 on Handling of Lima Crisis 

past were discovered. • u ■* ” J 

“He used to joke about it,” said Mr. Continued from Page 1 However, Mr. Chikushi said Mr. Ha- Thai high-profile presence in Peru ! 
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REMEMBERING MASTROIANNI — The French actress Catherine Deneuve, left, with Barbara 
Mastroianni, a daughter of Marcello Mastroianni, at funeral services Friday in Paris for the Italian actor. 


“He used to joke about it,” said Mr. 
Jia, who recorded Sun’s stray in a book 
tilled "The Secrets of the Last Eu- 
nuch.” 

“He said, ‘When 1 die. 1 will come 
back as a cat or a dog.’ ” 

Sun passed his later years tending 

o :: >- i i w_ »■ .l. 


not use violence or military force to 
solve international conflict” said 
Minoru Morita, a political analyst in 
Tokyo. “Whether we are criticized or 
not tins has to be our position as long as 


However, Mr. Chikushi said Mr. Ha- 
shimoto may have a problem if he fol- 
lows the Japanese system: “If they com- 
promise in this case, it will give a bad 
example to the guerrillas. They will 


That high-profile presence in Peru led 
in part to the hostage-taking: the rebels 
have said they chose to attack the Jap- 
anese ambassador's residence during 
Emperor Akihito’s birthday celebration 


Beijing’s temples, and Mr. Jia said the Japan is a country ruled by law.” 


think that if they kidnap a Japanese, they to protest Japan's aid to Mr. Fujimori’s 
can expect some kind of compromise. ’ ’ government. 


Tokyo for years has sought to take 


eunuch’s adopted son and grandson Mr. Morita called the hostage-taking more of an international leadership role. 


would sow take his remains to a borne fee most serious challenge to Japanese 


village, near tile northern city of Tianjin, 
for further ceremonies before having 
them cremated in Beijing. 

The practice of using castrated men as 
guardians of the emperor’s inner court 
began more than 2,000 years ago. 


diplomacy since World War U. He said 
Mr. Hashimoto and his cabinet should 


wife a mixture of conviction and dread. 
While Japan has pursued a permanent 
seat on the UN Security Council, there is 


resign if they do not secure the release of a reluctance among many Japanese to 


the hostages without violence. 

Testuya Chikushi. a television com- 
mentator. said in an interview that fee 


become too deeply involved in global 
affairs. 

The Peru crisis is a rough taste of the 


gxin more tnan Z,UUU years ago. mentator, said in an interview teat tee i he mu crisis is a rough taste of the 

Accorduig to Jonafean D_ Spence, a Peru crisis illustrated the difference be- responsibilities feat come wife an in- 
China historian arYde University ; the tween Asian arid Western decision-mak- temational presence. Japan has become 
practice reached its zenith during the ing styles — one favors compromise and one of Peru’s largest sources of foreign 


tween Asian arid Western decision-mak-' 
ing styles — one favors compromise and 


reign of Emperor Wanli in fee late consensus, one prizes action. 


Wife every television network daily 
broadcasting hours of coverage of the 
hostage situation — about 60 Japanese 
are among die hostages — just about 
everyone here has advice for Mr. Ha- 
shimoto. Some of it runs counter to 
traditional Japanese reasoning. 

Norio Asakuno, 55, a utility company 
president, said the Peru crisis is a test of 
whether Japan can cope wife events on 
an international scale. 

“We need leaders who will make 


A Hope and a Prayer 

Families of Hostages Find Little Things 
Now Take on Monumental Importance 


was renewed for four mouths last week- 
The observers have twice this month 


By Gabriel Escobar 

Washington Post Service 

LIMA — She followed fee instruc- 
tions to the letter. The faded blue polo 
shirt and a pair of underwear were 
inside a clear plastic bag. The hos- 
tage’s name — her husband's name — 


draped fee city wife flags, played the 
national anthem and flooded a tele- 
vision station wife messages intended 
for fee hostages. 

"We are counting on you to come 
home. Father is stable,” said one mes- 
sage. which like many others was 
highly personalized. “Your father is 


about 70 kilometers (40 miles) east of been subject to beatings and mock ex- 
Dushanbe as fee UN convoy was trav- ecutions at the hands of Tajik govem- 
eKng from the city of Gama in central ment soldiers. ( Reuters , AFP) 


was printed neatly on a little piece of well and is expecting you for Christ- 


notepaper. 

Wife so little to do and too much 
time to think these days, Friday morn- 
ing's simple errand was monument- 
ally important. 


mas, ’ ’ another said. * ‘Everyone is fine, 
especially fee baby.” said a third. 

For Mrs. Eda. fee anguish is perhaps 
more acute because she and her in- 
laws were inside fee residence when 


Now, standing outside the offices of fee terrorists attacked Tuesday night, 
fee International Committee of the The Edas are members of fee large 
Red Cross. Maria Isabel Basurto de Japanese-Peruvian community that 
Eda was trying very hard not to cry. includes President Alberto Fujimori. 
She was asked what she had said to her Mrs. Eda, 47, said they had been at 
husband fee last time she saw him, fee reception for only a few minutes 


when terrorists shoved her and her in- when a blast followed by gunshots 


laws out of fee residence of the Jap- 
anese ambassador. Tears welled. ”1 
just told him to take care and to con- 
fide in God — He will help,’ ’ she said. 
“That is all l was able to say.” 

As the hostage situation entered its 
fourth day Rimy, relatives of fee es- 
timated 380 people held captive con- 
tinued their vigil and sought ways, do 
mailer how small or uncertain, of main- 
taining con tact with them. For Mrs. Eda 
and for dozens others, fee care pack- 


announced the arrival of commandos 
from the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement. 

She was able to see six or seven 
terrorists, all dressed in green army 
fatigue pants. Their faces were covered 
with red and white bandannas. They 
carried small arms. Some of them 
began barricading the door and fee win- 
dows wife furniture. When fee Per- 


taining contact with them. For Mrs. Eda uvian police fired tear gas into the 
and for dozens others, the care pack- residence, the men calmly put on gas 
ages that the Red Cross was collecting masks that they were carrying in small 
offered a first opportunity to comrou- backpacks. 

nicate indirectly wife loved ones, and As fee crisis moves, uncertainly, 
fee little parcels became a kind of toward negotiations, fee debate in 


votive gesture fra families who are Peru is increasingly over whether fee 
largely surviving on hope and prayer, hostages should be traded for jailed 
The scene outside fee Red Cross members of fee rebel group. Mrs. 
was a reminder of how profoundly Eda’s views on this reflect fee deep 
lives have been altered by the takeover antipathy Peruvians have for fee ter- 


of the residence, which aside from 
provoking an international crisis is 
also, at heart, a very personal drama 
for hundreds of families. 

Wife no way to reach out directly, 
people have taken to fee streets, car- 
ried statues of saints to the scene. 


rorists. and even with so much at 
stake, she could not bring herself to 
endorse such a plan. 

“The situation is very difficult for 
the government, ” Mr. Eda said. ‘ ‘You 
cannot release terrorists who have 
done so much harm.” 


PERU: Hostages’ Conditions Deteriorate 


Continued from Page 1 

and strength of mind to trust that we will 
reach a peaceful solution.”] 

The Japanese foreign minister. Yu- 
kihiko Iked a, who was appointed as his 
country’s point man, arrived Thursday 
and met wife President Fujimori and 
Friday spoke at a gathering of Japanese 
Peruvians. With such a high-powered 


Bemales. a former senator here and now 
Peru's special representative to fee 
United Nations Human Rights Commis- 
sion. “The government doesn’t have to 
reveal all its cards, but at least should 
show its face.” 

In many respects, fee silence is char- 
acteristic of the Fujimori administration, 
which is known for surprise midnight 
votes in fee legislature. And ultimately. 


delegation from Japan, which under in- the decision on how to resolve fee stand- 


temaoonal conventions is fee authority 
on the grounds of the residence, the 
Japanese government’s role is expected 
to be a important. 

The lack of information from fee pres- 
idential palace began to worry some 
Peruvians, who from the onset have had 


off rests wife Mr. Fujimori himself. 
Known for his authoritarian streak and 
intense antipathy reward terrorists, fee 
president finds himself weighing several 
imponderables, analysts say. Of the four 
demands made by the Tupac Amaru, one 
of the easiest in theory is releasing sev- 


1 500s, during fee Ming Dynasty, when 
the ruler authorized the hiring of a large 
number of eunuchs and withdrew him- 
self from the day-to-day running of the 
court. 

“Since the emperor would not came 
out from fee inner recesses of fee For- 
bidden City — an area closed to all save 


“It’s going to be a struggle between 
these two principles.” Mr. Chikushi 
said. 


RECORDS: 


“ d tovesonent, partioitariy since courageous decisions if necessary ” he conflicting reports in the news media, 
the 1990 election of President Alberto said. I think we must try to solve this in -tv.#, ahc^i..*#. »,««= 


assess the situation by relying on often era! hundred rebels now in jail, among 


‘The absolute silence has confused 


Fujimori, whose parents emigrated from the most decisive way, even if that ^ don ^ ^ what to 


means some lives are lost. 


of the government,' ’ said Enrique 


VIETNAM: 50 Years On, France Erects a Memorial Wall 


Diaaeni_ny — an area ciosearoau save r» i . j-* .. 

the imperial family and their personal ullOpOeflOS \/V€T JJOTlCltlOTlS 
attendants,” Mr. Spence wrote in his 1 


book “The Search for Modem China” 
— “the eunuchs became crucial inter- 
mediaries between the oater bureaucrat- 
ic world and fee inner imperial one. 

“Any senior official wife business 


oUOpOenCLS %jver MJOJiattOltS Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 from bringing our wounded into 

Marseille,” he said. “It made you 
Among the figures mentioned in the subpoena to sick at heart. ” 
the White House were James and Mocbtar Riady, Wife Germany hardly defeated, 
members of a prominent Indonesian family who France went back to war to stop Ho 
have long supported Mr. Clinton, and John Huang, Chi Minh and his Viet Minh guer- 


that demanded the emperor’s attention have long supported Mr. Clinton, and John Huang, 
bad to persuade a eunuch to cany the a framer, senior Democratic fund-raiser and top 
message for him ; the eunuchs, naturally American executive wife the Riady family's busi- 
enough, asked for fees in return for such nesses in fee United States. The subpoena ordered 


When President John Kennedy’s 
attention drifted toward Vietnam, 
General Charles de Gaulle pleaded 
with him to avoid war in Southeast 
Asia. France had learned fee hard 
way. 

Thursday's ceremonies, low-key 
but emotional, brought home the in- 


my father is Indochinese,” he said, 
“but my flag is French." 


them the most senior leaders of the 
movement 

Early Friday morning, a communique 
apparently released by fee government 
said fear terrorists would nor be released, 
according to The Associated Press. The 
accuracy of feat report is now in question 
because the communique was unsigned, 
and the lack of any reference to it Friday 
raised the possibility feat it was some 
kind of trial balloon. Regardless, many 


out my nag is rrench. kind Q f trial balloon. Regardless, many 

Nearby. MouloudLayachi, 69.and people believe Mr. Fujimori and Peru's 
a friend relived their stay in a Dien security apparatus would be extremely 
Bien Phu prison camp. Each wore a averse to releasing any terrorists, 
jacket ablaze in combat ribbons that “It’s a question of state security.” 
stretched from pocket flap to bottom said Alvin Adams, fee United States 
hem. Both were Algerians, recruited ambassador until August who is now fee 


rid as from taking Indochina out of delible stamp feat centuries of col- into fee Reach Array when their chief of fee New York-based United 


service, and soon the more powerful information feat fee White House may have about 
ones were flattered and bribed by am- fee Riady family's main company. Lippo Group, 
bitious officials.’ ' The subpoena also listed several large contributors 

A ruling principle of Chinese history whose donations were solicited by Mr. Huang and 
emerged: whenever fee authority of an were recently returned by the Democratic National 
emperor receded, so fee influence of Committee because they may have been improper, 
eunuchs grew as a court yielded to aweb Lanny Davis, a special White House counsel, 

of corruption, a hallmark of a declining said feat the administration was “cooperating wife 
dynasty ripe to be overthrown. fee inquiry” and feat he expected feat the defense 

Mr. Jia, the biographer, said China’s fond would cooperate as well, 
last etmuch had never stopped lamenting Another administration official said fee White 

fee fall of fee imperial system he had House had asked all officials to search their files and 
aspired to serve. “Thai was fee regret of send all material relevant to fee subpoena request to 

w • .L.l. 1<£a ** rlta DTbi to Kir 


his whole life,” he said. 


fee White House counsel ’s office by Monday. 


the empire. 

By die time Dien Bien Phu fell in 
May 1954 wife the loss of 1.800 de- 
fender’ lives, the war bad cost France 
$2.7 billion. It consumed 10 percent 
of the national budget each year. 

At home, debate was fierce as re- 
ports came back of French torture and 
brutality in what the writer Lucien 
Bodard called “fee quicksand war.” 

Moroccan units bore much of the 
brunt at Dien Bien Phu, and ripples 
were felt throughout the empire. 
Soon, a more bitter war broke out in 
Algeria. In 1960, French African 
colonies were freed. 


onization have left on France. 

Under furs and an elegant broad- 
brimmed hat, Deo Van Tai wept si- 
lently before the long list of names. 
She is hereditary princess of Tonkin, 
which became North Vietnam, and 
now lives in Marseille. 

“They are all on that wall, my 
family, my friends,” she said, leaning 
for support on her French son- in- 
law. 

A cheerful veteran named Joseph 


homeland was part of France. Now 
they are retired near Lyon. 

Mr. Layachi joined up just in time 
ro fight Germans. He survived Vi- 
etnam only to find himself fighting 
back home, helping fee French keep 
Algeria under its wing. 

Clearly proud of his service, his 
eyes moistened at the simple cere- 
mony honoring his fallen buddies. 

Later, he gave a sorrowful shrug 
when asked about an issue that di- 


Ajagaya chatted about his 32 years of vides France today. “It hurts when 


fighting for France in Asia and 
Africa as a combat engineer. 

“My mother is Vietnamese, and 


Frenchmen now call us outsiders,” 
Mr. Layachi said. “My comrades 
lying here have no color.” 


Nations Association of fee U.S.A., a 
nonprofit foreign policy group. “The 
record is pretty clear. When you release 
terrorists, they go back to what they were 
doing before." 

Mr. Adams, who during his three-year 
stay got to know the elusive and un- 
predictable Mr. Fujimori, described fee 
idea of a mass release as a “nonstarter.” 
* ‘The president, for whom I have a lot of 
respect, is a very reasoned and rational 
person." he said. “I can’t predict what 
fee final outcome will be, but I think it 
will be wife reluctance, wife extreme 
reluctance, for him to yield to their de- 
mands." 


GERMANY: Health Costs Threaten ‘ Principle of Solida,Tity' > 
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Continued from Page 1 

costlier for those who need it most, said 
Micheale Gottfried, a spokeswoman for 
the VDAK Association of Health In- 
surance Funds, which represents seven 
ofthe biggest public insurers, which cov- 
er one-third of Germany’s population. 

The situation looks drastically dif- 
ferent from the government's perspec- 
tive. Public health insurers collectively 
lost 8.7 billion Deutsche marks {$5.59 
billion) in fee first nine months of the 
year fee Health Ministiy said, and fee 
insurers expect to lose 15 billion DM 

next year. _ 

-‘We can no longer afford ro have fee 
health system pay for everything from 
help wife marital crises to school prob- 
lerns ’’ said Horst Seefaofer, die health 
minister" “Germans do not yet compre- 
hend the magnitude of fee problem.’ 

The debate is emblematic of the eco- 
nomic shifts that have been under way in 
Germany this year- Although social 
solidarity is a sacred cow under Ger- 
many’s welfare state, fee government 
thisyeai has reduced mandatory sick pay, 
pension payouts and joble® beirefiK^ 

With his latest plan. Mr. Seehofer 
c2uld be striking a bigger blow to social 
cohesion than this year's other initi- 
atives- Many of fee other changes were 
blocked after the left-leaning opposition 
successfully cemented a coalition with 
unions and social agencies Even a law 
mat went effect Oct. 1. which reduces 
mandatory sick pay jKO'?** ® »C Jer- 
” m 0 f pay. was effectively annulled by 
Sw laresurollective baigaining contracts 


that reinstated full pay for sick days. 

Mr. Seehofer’ s proposals will affect 
the 90 percent of all Gramans covered by 
the public health insurers. They were 
received poorly by the public. Earlier 
this month, demonstrators in Bonn car- 
ried banners reading “Seehofer — ex- 
ecutioner of fee disabled, henchman of 
the drug industry.” Others brandished 
models of skeletons. A survey this week 
showed that growing pessimism over fee 
health care system, wife 73 percent be- 
lieving tfie delivery of care will worsen. 

This year’s first round of cuts was meant 
id save i-5 billion DM next year, enough to 
allow a drop in average premiums. One of 


a search for ways ro reduce fee raft of 
compulsory wage withholdings, which are 


and widely are blamed fire the exodus from 
Germany by compaiies unwilling to pay 
the labor biti. 

But Mr. Seehofer ’s hopes of restoring 
fee system to financial health and of 
reducing payroll withholdings have 
been dashed. 

Health insurance premiums are expec- 
ted to rise, hi a worst-case scenario, ac- 
cording to Mr. Gottfried at the VDAK, 
Germans would pay an average of 14.5 
percent of gross wages next year for health 
coverage, up from 13_5 percent currently. 
The figure was 8 percent 25 years ago. 

Precisely because businesses have left 
Germany, leaving mass layoffs in their 
wake, fewer Germans pay into fee in- 
surance funds although they continue to 
draw benefits. The remaining workers 
pay a larger share. 


Claims fear treatments and therapies are 
rising at a rate feat bears no relation to 
medical needs, Mr. Seehofer said. From 
1991 to 1995. national spending on hos- 
pitalizations rose 36 percent. Spending on 
doctors and dentists rose 29 percent. 

Mr. Seehofer’s latest proposals would 
allow a breeze of competition ro blow 
through a system in which each insur- 
ance fund legally is obliged to cover 
identical services and pay identical fees 
for them. To give insurers cost-cutting 
tools, public insurers shortly will be able 
to compete for members. 

Once an insurer raises premium rates, as , 
most are expected to do, members for fee 
first time have the freedom to switch in- : 
surers without chan gin g jobs. Further- , 
more, each fund would be authorized to 
offer a variety of benefits packages and j 
different rates. Insurers can decide if they 
want to pay for a wide range of “optional 
treatments. They can offer reimburse- 
ments for healthy members who do not 
make claims over a certain period. 

The changes do nor go as far as many 
business advocates would like. The 
BV A National Federation of Employers, 
and fee insurers themselves, are pushing 
aggressively to allow each fund io ne- 
gotiate directly on costs with hospitals 
and doctors to create a German version 
of fee U.S. health maintenance orga- 
nizations. or HMOs. Although fee 
powerful doctors lobby has blocked the 
effort this lime, BVA’s director, Gert 
Nachtigal, believes such changes might 
well be the natural evolution ofthe cash- 
strapped German system, which needs to 
force savings wherever it can. 
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The Essentials 
Of a Star Painting 

A Widening Gap Separates 
The Jazzy From the Tame 

Fmernationai Herald Tribune winged headdress, gravely peers at a 

L ONDON — Just as the gap rock-crystal globe. Tbe small size not- 
widens between the super withstanding, there is a monumental 
rich and those with limited aspect to these statuesque characters, 
incomes, so does an increas- All that sent the oanelclimbme to more 


laser national Herald Tribune 

L ondon — just as the gap 
widens between the super 
rich and those with limited 
incomes, so does an increas- 
ingly visible rift set apart a handful of 
pictures for which the sky is the limit 
from all the rest. 

For dealers, and those driven by the 
desire to make a pile on an artistic bet, 
the million-dollar question, literally, 
becomes: What is it that makes a 
picture desirable in the eyes of dollar 

SOUREN MELIKLAN ~ 

multimillionaires? Or. put in tbe per- 
spective of events this month at auc- 
tion, what is the common denom- 
inator between the manneristic 
“Judgment of Paris." sold as a Lucas 
Cranach tbe Elder at Sotheby’s on 
Dec. 1 1: Joseph Heintz’s “Adoration 
of the Shepherds," which multiplied 
its estimated high almost sixfold on 
Dec. 13 at Christie's: Michele Mar- 
ieschi’s “The Courtyard of the 
Doge's Palace,” sold for a world re- 
cord price for the artist in the same 
sale, and El Greco's “Saint Francis 
and Brother Leo," which left pro- 
fessionals marveling an hour later as it 
nearly matched the high estimate in- 
stead of failing as it would probably 
have done a decade ago? 

The answer is not to be sought in any 
art-historical link but in the image that 
each one projected- Seemingly dis- 
parate. the four pictures share features 
dial put together, tell us a lot about the 
deeper attitudes of our society to art in 
particular and culture in general. 

The “Judgment of Paris." a small 
panel only 43 centimeters (17 inches) 
high, dainty and precise, is not at first 
glance the kind of picture that would 
appeal to the greater number. Admir- 
ably crafted, it lacks the strident en- 
ergy laced with ambiguity for which 
Cranach the Elder is so remarkable, 
but action goes on under our eyes with 
a fairy-tale touch to it. AH is focused 
on the knight in armor (Paris), leaning 
back as he looks up at three young 
beauties under die sweetly under- 
standing eye of his steed. 

The young women with slanting 
eyes, suitably demure yet haughty, are 
handled with sculptural perfection. 
The contrast between the delicate s ldns 
and tbe glitter of the steel armor, tbe 
precious touch of their golden jewels 
and the gauze veils intended to em- 
phasize. not to conceal nudity, all con- 
tribute to the surreal quality of this 
vignette from a medieval romance. 
Mystery exudes from this extraordin- 
ary happening in which Mercury, 
wearing his extravagant golden- 


winged headdress, gravely peers at a 
rock-crystal globe. Tbe small size not- 
withstanding, there is a monumental 
aspect to these statuesque characters. 
All that sent the panel climbing to more 
than £1 .98 million ($329 million). 

Much the same factors had a similar 
impact on the otherwise radically dif- 
ferent “Adoration of tbe Shepherds' 7 
painted in 1599 by Joseph Heintz L 
The skill is once again in evidence. As 
in Cranach's picture, the composition 
has a sculptural quality with its clev- 
erly positioned figures enhanced by 
an architectural feeling for depth and 
volume — Heintz was trained by his 
architect father. The picture is 
strongly focused and that enhances an 
explosive sense of drama. 

Mary is seen crossing her arms in 
ecstasy as she peers ar the infant Jesus, 
wiggling and laughing in a highly 
unusual representation. A raffish- 
looking Joseph is about to raise his 
wide-brimmed felt hat in a kind of 
roaring salute to the child. Hovering 
in an unreal outburst of golden light, 
an angel in translucent drapes hovers 
above it all, adding the ultimate 
dream-like touch to the action. An 
operatic lyricism further helped it 
climb to an astounding £463,500. 



W ASHINGTON 

— The National 
Portrait Gallery 
has unveiled an 
object that symbolizes in rarely 
equaled fashion die cultural 
and historical crosscurrents 
that led to the Civil War. . 

It is a 3.5-by-4-incb piece of 

brass- and Iftartvr -fr ame dmet- 
al — die earliest known 


‘ Salvator Mundi." painted on panel, attributed to Alvise Vrvarini. 


M ARIESCHTS “Court- 
yard of die Doge’s 
Palace” again seems 
worlds apart at first sight 
Yet, it shared tbe required combin- 
ation of ingredients — die crafts- 
man’s achievement, here at an apex 
for the artist, the monumentality of 
the perspective sustained by tbe 
rhythm of the carved ornament, and 
the suggestion of an event in the mak- 
ing conveyed by the figures talking 
and walking as on some outsize stage 
set Hie intense sunlight falling on 
one side of tbe courtyard emphasizes 
the feeling of a happy moment mi- 
raculously caughL 
El Greco's picture with its grim 
subject, the contemplation of death, 
would seem to stand apart But here 
too the conditions for success are met 
The saint’s figure carved out in glaring 
light against die unreal mountain side 
plunged in darkness has the monu- 
mentality common to all four pictures. 
The subject is intensely focused. 
Everything converges toward the skull 
held by the saint, emphasizing the 
tragic meditation. Brother Leo twists 
his body in a dramatic posture to catch 
sight of it A sun ray darts down from 
the top comer left to light up the skulL 
The two Franciscan figures shimmer 
in the surreal light It made the El 
Greco irresistible and sent it soaring 
effortlessly to £1 .486 million. 


The minute any one of the fun- 
damental ingredients required to 
make up the dramatic, shining image 
is missing, the attraction weakens and 
die price scale changes. This was 
shown, among others, by Canaletto's 
admirable view of the Redentore 
church in Venice, which shows up the 
artist's mastery at its highest. It has a 
perfect architectural sweep in the 
softening light of a declining summer 
day. A gondola glides away on the 
still waters. Harmony and serenity 
emanate from tbe scene, and that is 
not a plus. At £705,500, the price was 
high as befits a museum piece, no 
more. It lacked the vibrancy that 
sends tremors down the spine of bil- 
lionaire buyers or their purveyors. 

When the intensity needed to rivet 
the attention of our contemporaries is 
missing, some real gems can be had 
for relatively little money. At So- 
theby’s on Dec. 1 1 , the portrait of a 
woman in a black dress was cata- 
logued as a picture from die “circle of 
Francois Clouet.” The panel stood no. 
chance of being one, as die wording 
indeed conventionally implies. The 
handling of the face, as lightly and 
precisely painted as that of a mini- 
attire on vellum, made it a roaster-' 
piece of introspective study to which 
some other name may eventually 
come to be attached. As Old Masters 
go. it was cheap at £40,000. 

At distant intervals, die paralysis of 


our contemporaries when confronted 
with great art that is not dramatic or 
obviously spectacular, may even al- 
low some absolute rarity to slip 
through the net Few seemed to have 
taken a close look at die “Salvator 
Mundi” painted an panel that turned 
up at Christie’s on Dec. 13, “attrib- 
uted to Alvise Vivarini.” The fine 
print added that it is “a variant of that 
made by Vivarini (c. 1493-4) for the 
reliquary in S. Giovanni Etimosinerio 
in S. Giovanni in Bragora, Venice.” 
On the panel, the raised hand of Jesus 
(which is missing on tbe reliquary) has 
a perfection in tbe handling of volume, 
movement, and rendition of die flesh 
that only masters can manage. 



is as intriguing as 
Augustus Washington was a 
prominent African American 
portraitist whose passion for 
freedom rivaled Brown’s, and 
who later emigrated to Liberia 
in tbe hope of finding abetter - 
life. 

Tbe daguerreotype, previ- 
ously known only via tum-of- 
tbe-century reproductions, was 
purchased for $1 15,000 in Oc- 
tober through Sotheby’s auc- 
tion bouse m New York, ac- 
cording to Mary Panzer, 
curator ofthe Portrait Gallery's ‘ 
extensive photographic collec- 
tion. It shows a beardless and Detail' of early daguerreotype of John Brown. 


NUoari Poroifc Odtay 


steely-eyed Brown, one hand 
on the staff of an unknown type of f 
other raised as if swearing some sort 
before the camera. 


ted entrepreneurial young men who needed 
little capital to set up a studio. An unusual 
number of them were black. Washington, 


Panzer sa i d the portrait appears to have the son of an Asian mother and a former 
fyyn made in i 847 m Hfl i if»wtl i rW nn<»rririit Virginia slave, was bom in New York 
where Washington haH a studio. At the tinw around 1820 and received an education 
Brown was in New England pursuing a comparable to that of most white yonihs. He 
series of failing business ventures that pie- was deeply influenced by antislavery pub- 
ceded his vision of Himself as tbe sword of lications and believed education was the 
liberty for the slaves. “After his death of best way, he said in one of his letters, “to 
course, he became this larger-than-life figure elevate the social and political position of 
of martyrdom,’' Panzer said, “and a great the oppressed and unfortunate people with 
many pnr trahia wm» made firdn pl ic ated But, whom! am identified.' ’ 
this is the earliest we know about.” He worked as a teacher and studied at 


A “ VARIANT, ” meaning an 
interpretation of an original 
by the Quattrocento mas- 
ter? Peter Silverman, who 
moves between New York, London 
and Paris, did not think so, nor did two 
of his colleagues, Richard Hemer and 
Edmondo di RobilanL The panel cost 
Silverman and partners £25,500, 
triple the high estimate but a fraction 
of what it may go for if it gains 
acceptance as a genuine Vivarini, 
whose work is unobtainable — 
£400,000? £500,000? 

The game is open to all and sundry. 
It only takes an eye to play it, plus, to 
be accurate, years of accumulated 
knowledge. 


this is die earliest we know about.” He worked as a teacher and studied at 

It is ore of 98 daguerreotypes in the several colleges including Dartmouth, but 
gallery collection, rite said, and die and was plagued by money problems and took up 
other Smithsonian Institution officials count daguerreotype port rait ure to pay his bilk 
themselves lucky to get iL 2n the past few Panzer said daguerreotypes normally sold for 
years, daguerreotypes “have skyrocketed in $3 to $5 in tbe 1840s, or the equivalent of 
cost.*’ she said, in part because tbe early around $100 today. “It was a considerable 
photographic process produced images that sum, but less than half the cost of a painted 
could be duplicated only by taking a picture portrait.*’ Washington numbered many 
of the pi cture . The daguerreotype pr ocess, prominent citizens among his clients, in- 
which involves coating a metal plate with eluding Abolitionist Wulianr Lloyd Gar- 

stiver iodide and developing it, after ex- risoo. 

posure, with mercury fumes, was developed But he became dissatisfied with abol- 
m France by Louis Daguerre in 1829. It was itionist efforts and decided Africa was the 


brought to America tbe following year and 
flourished until about 1855 when it was 
overtaken by the wet-plate technique pop- 
ularized by Mathew Brady awl others. 

Alan Fern, director of the Portrait Gal- 


only place where a black man could live 
freely. He emigrated to Liberia in 1853, 
waited at daguerreotype portraiture there 
until his supplies ran out, and then took up 
farming. He is believed to have died there. 


lery, said daguerreotype port rai t ure attrac- .but the date of his death is not known. 
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New York Times Service . 

N EW YORK — Over the next two years, there will be 
aiashof important shows devoted to Monet “Man- 
et and the Mediterranean” opens at the Kim bell Art 
in Fort Worth next June and travels to the Brooklyn 
Museum in New York in October. 

*' ‘Monet in the 20th Century,” is to open in Boston in the fell 
of 1998 and travel to London in eariy 1999. This show may 
collide with an exhibition that is to be held at the Orangerie in 
Paris. Pierre GeorgeL curator of the show at the Orangene, said 
no specific dales had been set yet for his exhibition, which will 
consist of tiie museum's own coQection of Monet's famous 
“WateriQks” plus works (hat inspired the series. 
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Will Jobs Take New Bite at Apple? 

Firm Reportedly to Pick Ex-Chairman for Mac Upgrade 


Omp OedbyO*, SoffFnmU/qpakAa 

CUPERTINO, California — Apple 
Computer Inc. reportedly is m rain g to 
a co-founder and former chairman. 
Steven Jobs, to refurbish the * 
software for its Macintosh 
computer. 

Mr. Jobs will be hired as a part-time 
consultant and technology director for 
rebuilding the Mac software, a project 
crucial to Apple's future as a signi- 
ficant computer competitor, -the Los 
Angeles Tunes reported Friday, citing 
unnamed sources. 

Apple refused to comment on tbe 
report, saying it was talking with sev- 
eral companies about using their tech- 
nologies in the next version of its 
Macintosh operating system and that 
no decision had been made. 

“W 6 have nothing to say," said a 
spokesman, David Harrah. 

A representative of Pixar Imx, the 
film-animation company that Mr. Jobs 
founded after leaving Apple;' said Mr. 
Jobs was away on vacation and could 
not be reached for comment. 

A deal would be a remarkable re- 
union between Apple and the nvm who 
guided the development of the original 
Macintosh. Mr. ’ Jobs co-founded 


Apple in 1976 but left nine years later 
in a power struggle with John Sculley, 
who was then chief executive. 

Mr. Jobs went on to farm Next Com- 
puter Co„ whose sleek, black, powerful 
computers never caught on. In 1993, 
Next got out of die hardware business 
and started to concentrate on software. 

He also founded Pixar. tbe computer 
animation company that created the 
film ‘‘Toy Story." 

Apple win buy the Next operating 
software for a nominal fee from Mr. 
Jobs's company, which was chosen over 
Sun Microsystems Inc. and a start-up 
concern. Be Imrx, the Times article said 

Apple's stock gained Friday, rising 
$125 to $23 JO on the Nasdaq stock 
market 

Next's software, used in high-end 
business computers, is admired for its 
obj^ orientation, or ability to let parts 
of software progr am s be easily incor- 
porated into other programs. It also is 
good at "multitasking," or running 
several different functions at once, and 
unlikely to crash — qualities that 
Macintosh users have long warned. 

Apple is betting that those features 
wiO help entice more software de- 
velopers to write snazzy new appli- 


cations programs for its computers, 
keeping the affections of the Mac 
faithful and attracting new users. 

Apple this year scrapped plans for 
its Copland operating system, which 
was to have been the upgrade to the 
existing software that runs Macintosh 
PCs. Tbe company has said it will 
unveil its strategy for a new operating 
system in early January. 

Apple, America’s third-laigest per- 
sonal-computer company, hopes to 
give the Macintosh and itself a boost 
with the move. The Mac has lost 
ground as computers using chips from 

system°frora Microsoft Corpferoded 
its traditional ease-of-use advantage. 

Apple at the same time has lost 
market share. While it remains strong 
in such specialized areas as graphics 
and education, its overall share has 
sunk to single digits. During the past 
year it has replaced its management, 
undergone a reorganization, cut costs 
and laid oft employees. 

Apple returned to profitability this 
summer, but industry analysts say tbe 
company's long-term success depends 
largely on its new operating-system 
strategy. (AP, Bloomberg ) 
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Steven Jobs, co-founder of Apple. 
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International Copyright Pacts Approved for Internet 


CompibdbfOw Sag FwmOapae*a . 

GENEVA — Negotiators agreed Fri- 
day on two treaties to protect the earning 
power of rock stars, software writers 
and other creative people faced with the 
copying of their work over the Internet, 
the U.S. delegation chief said. 

Only an accompanying report on one 
issue remained to be worked out, and its 
resolution was virtually a foregone con- 
clusion. Bruce Lehman, a U assistant 
commerce secretary, said. 

The copyright accords, hammered 
out over die past three weeks by del- 
egates from 160 countries, wfll serve as 
a weapon against pirates and will ope® a 
vast new means of legally distributing 
music, movies and even books in cy- 
berspace. Mr. Lehman said. 

The new copyright treaty, a supple- 
ment to the 1989 Bern Convention, 
"makes it dear that digital transmission 


and distribution of literary and artistic 
work will now be protected." be said, 
“and there will not be any loopholes." 

In ample terms, this means that the 
singer Madonna, for instance, would be 
able to use the Internet to distribute her 
music, have copyrights for it and get 
paid for it, according to Jukka Liedes of 
Finland, the chairman of the talks. 

"Madonna will now have the pos- 
sibility for the first time to make her 
works available on the Internet and have 
her rights respected in the digital en- 
vironment," he said. 

Tbe $40 bOlion-a-year music industry 
has said that digital t ransmissi on of re- 
cordings could represent a $2 billion 
maifcet- 

The conference was held under die 
auspices of die World Intellectual Prop- 
erty Organization, a UN group. 

A third proposed treaty that was sup- 


posed to extend copyright protection to 
databases on the Internet was shunted 
aside during three weeks of negotiations 
after many countries said they were not 
ready to address it. 

Opponents said the database proposal 
would change more than 100 years of 
copyright treaties by extending protec- 
tion to facts, not just expression. This, 
they said, would give professional sports 
leagues and stock exchanges exclusive 
rights to their statistics. 

A bitter struggle ran through the ne- 
gotiation — and through the mooths 
leading up to it — over a provision that 
would have included bans on even tem- 
porary digital copies on the Internet 
without permission.' 

Telephone companies, Internet 
companies, libraries and schools opposed 
the provision, saying it would make them 
liable for any violation by users sending 


or receiving copyrighted material They 
also said it raised technical problems 
because the Internet had to make tem- 
porary copies in computers along die way 
to function efficiently. 

They said the provision would even 
have created a problem for "surfers" of 
the World Wide Web because any new 
page temporarily stored cm a home com- 
puter so that it could be displayed could 
have been construed as a violation if it 
contained copyright material used with- 
out permission. 

Mr. Lehman said the issue was being 
resolved by a statement explaining that 
traditional laws concerning reproduc- 
tion of various materials applied to the 
Internet. An official of the Ad Hoc 
Coalition Group, a lobbying group rep- 
resenting on-line operators and tele- 
communications companies, welcomed 
the decision. (AP. Reuters. AFP) 


French Jobless Fund 
Will Raise Benefits 
And Cut Payroll Tax 


By Barry James 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — Although there have not 
been as many people out of work in 
France as there are now since World 
War II, the country's main unemploy- 
ment fund is awash with cash, and it 
agreed Friday with unions and employ- 
ers to increase benefits and reduce 
payroll taxes. 

Three years ago, the Union NationaJe 
pour 1‘Emploi dans (’Industrie & le 
Commerce was more than 13 billion 
francs ($2.85 billion) in debt and em- 
barked on a 10-year program to get its 
books in order by increasing taxes and 
curtailing benefits. Jean-Rerre Revoil. 
the deputy director-general, acknow- 
ledged that its efforts had overshot the 
marie and that the organization had not 
only relumed to a sound financial foot- 
ing years ahead of schedule but was 
piling up huge surpluses. 

last year, it managed a 22.4 billion 
franc surplus. This year, the surplus grew 
a further 11.2 billion francs. The or- 
ganization forecasts surpluses of 13 bil- 
lion francs in each of the next two 
years. 

Asked how the body had achieved 
such good results while other social- 
security organizations were running 
deep deficits, Mr. Revoil said it was a 
combination of good management and a 
beoer-than-expected economic climate. 

The government clearly would have 
liked to lay its hands on the surplus cash 
to cover tosses in other aspects of the 
social -security system, such as old-age 
pensions and health. France has to reduce 
its deficit to 3 percent of state spending in 
1997 to qualify for membership in the 
single European currency in 1999. 

But Mr. Revoil said unions and em- 
ployer organizations, which co-manage 
the fund, had agreed that the surplus 
should be distributed among contrib- 
utors and (he unemployed to encourage 
spending and help prime the economy 
for growth. 

The fund covers about 14.3 million 
workers in private employment and ag- 
riculture but excludes public workers. It 
provides benefits for half of the 3.6 
million unemployed people in France 


— most of the rest having exhausted 
unemployment benefits or being in- 
eligible to receive them. 

The three main employer groups and 
four of the five labor confederations 
agreed on a formula to increase benefits 
by an average of 105 percent and re- 
duce contributions by employers and 
workers by the same percentage. 

The last point, however, caused the 
Communist-led General Labor Confed- 
eration, or CGT, to refuse to sign the 
agreement. Its representative. Maurice 
Laxnoot, said it was “indecent" to re- 
duce the employers’ contributions at a 
time of increasing inequality in society. 

But Michel Jalmain of the left-of- 
center Democratic Labor Federation, or 
CFDT. said three-quarters of the surplus 
would go to workers and the unem- 
ployed and called the agreement ‘ ‘more 
than we had believed possible.*' An- 
other union negotiator, Jean-Louis Wal- 
ter, who represented white-collar work- 
ers, said. “It’s true that it is easier to 
share out billions than to find savings." 

As a result of the agreement, achieved 
after an all-night meeting, the basic 
monthly unemployment benefit will be 
increased to 3.1 tiO francs from 2.805 
francs. Measures taken to reduce 
France ’s budget deficit in 1 99 2 towered 
each individual’s benefits by 17 percent 
after each four-month period of unem- 
ployment. Describing die reductions as 
unfair to the long-term unemployed, the 
negotiators agreed that benefits instead 
would be reduced in stages of six 
months. 

Contributions will be reduced to 6. 1 S 
percent of gross pay from 6.6 percent, 
reducing the organization's revenue by 
6.6 billion francs next year and 8.1 
billion francs in 1998. Increasing ben- 
efits to the unemployed wifi cost it 6 
billion francs in >997 and 8.5 billion 
francs in 1998. 

The negotiations took place against a 
backdrop of demonstrations as clowns 
and movie actresses faced off against 
riot police and dancers gyrated to the 
sound of rave, rock and rap music just 
outside the meeting venue. The protest 
was a surrealistic demonstration by 
theater people to defend their unem- 
ployment benefits. 
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ECONOMIC SCENE 


Using Courts to Bash Foreign Firms 


By Peter Passell 

NfW York Tones Service 


N EW YORK — Iffree-market 
economists wrote their own 
fair trade law from scratch, 
the tittle known Antidumping 
Act of 1916 would not be a bad modeL 
The law, which is still on the books, 
provides antitrust protection against 
predatory pricing by foreigners by sanc- 
tioning importers who sell at low prices 
in America with the intent of putting 
American competitors oat of business. 

Bat firee-mazket types are hardly ap- 
plauding a lawsuit brought by Geneva 
Steel of Utah contending that two im- 
porters of steel from Russia, C hin a a nd 
Ukraine are violating the 1916 law. 

Tbe still-murky tale, as first told in 
The Rushford Report, a newsletter on 
international trade published in Wash- 
ington, makes all too clear that in the 
highly politicized world of trade, the 
game is to use the law to circumvent 
market forces — not reinforce theca. 

When Ford Motor Co. and General 
Motors Corp. duel for sales, virtually 
anything goes. But tbe Tariff Act of 
1930 sets a different standard for, say, 
Toyota Motor Corp. or Volkswagen 
AG. Foreigners are not permitted to 
sell below cost in the American mar- 
ket, an act defined as "dumping.' ’ 
With tbe Commerce Department 
acting as judge and jury in antidumping 
cases, domestic producers can count on 
a friend in high places. The department 
has used creative accounting to assess 


huge penalties against everything from 
Colombian roses to Chinese honey to 
bomb-grade Russian uraniam. 

By contrast, the 1916 act is a model 
of equal justice. Federal courts, not the 
flag wavers at the Commerce Depart- 
ment, administer h. 

To win a case, notes Patrick Mc- 
Crary, a trade lawyer in Washington, a 
plaintiff "must prove an intention of 
seriously injuring or destroying a U.S. 
industry" — a standard so tough that it 
has never been met. 

Geneva Steel, a 1987 spin-off from 
USX Corp. (hat has been losing money 
despite heavy investments in modern- 
ization, is following the tried-andrtxue 
antidumping route. Tbe company is ask- 
ing the Commerce Department to pen- 
alize steel from the offending exporters 
with tariffs ranging from 33 permit to 
274 percent of the selling price. 

But it has piqued the curiosity of 
trade and antitrust specialists by also 
invoking the 19 16 act against the two 
companies — Ranger Steel Supply 
Corp. and Thyssen Steel — that ac- 
tually imported the metal. 

“It’s absurd to imagine they can 
prove predatory intent,’ ’ when dozens 
of producers, domestic and foreign, are 
ready to fill the market niche left by 
Geneva, said Alfred Kahn, a former 
advisor to President Jimmy Carter on 
economic regulation. Lawrence White, 
an economist at New York Uni- 
versity’s Stem School of Business, is 
even less diplomatic: “It's Loony 
Tunes," he concludes. 


What, then, is going on here? One 
plausible motive is intimidation. 

If the case gets as far as a jury in 
Geneva's home state of Utah, anything 
is possible — including a verdict that 
costs the defendants $100 million or 
more. Indeed, while Ranger’s lawyer. 
Butch Armsteadt of O’Meiveny & My- 
ers. says tbe company has no intention 
of yielding, he concedes that his client 
is * * betting tbe company ’ ’ in contesting 
rather than settling tbe case. 

Nicholas Tolerico, executive vice 
president at Thyssen. a German com- 
pany with much deeper pockets than 
Ranger, has a different theory. 

He speculates that Geneva is hoping 
the courts will lower the standard of 
proof of intent, making ft unnecessary 
for plaintiffs to show how importers 
could eventually recoup their losses 
from predatory pricing. Should Geneva 
fail in court be expects the company to 
ask Congress to make the 1916 act 
more user-friendly. After all, the ar- 
gument goes, if the law does not shield 
American producers from foreign 
competition, it must not be working. 
The real story here is how the anti- 
j laws have turned into a politi- 
weapon of special interests. The 
change is easy to understand: no longer 
protected by heavy tariffs or America’s 
unchallenged technological dominance. 
domestic producers have looked for 
subtler barriers to imports. But the fact 
that consumers’ interests in low prices 
have so little weight in tbe political 
equation is not easily forgivable. 
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Fortis to Buy MeesPierson From ABN 


C kM^d t d hr OmSufFnm Ck^arhti 

UTRECHT, Netherlands — Fortis 
said Friday it would buy MeesPierson 
NV from ABN-AMRO Holding NV, a 
move that would give Fortis. the Bel- 
gian-Dutch bank and insurer, an instant 
presence in the investment advisory 
business. 

Fortis said the 2-5 billion guilder 
($1.43 billion) cash purchase, which 
may be partly financed by selling new 
shares, would lift per-share earnings 
next year for both its parent companies, 
Fortis Amev of the Netherlands and 
Fortis AG of Belgium. 

ABN-AMRO would benefit by rid- 
ding itself of an in-house rival to its 
British investment bank, ABN-AMRO 
Hoare GovetL 

The transaction is expected to be 
completed in the first quarter of 1997. 

The acquisition, which Fortis and 
ABN-AMRO said they were pursuing 


in October, would make Fortis the 
fourth -largest bank in the Netherlands 
— it is now fifth — and the world's 
14th- largest asset manager. 

Fortis said its acquisition would give 
it “critical mass" in asset management 
as well as complementary tanking 
activities in “attractive markets." 

ABN-AMRO is the Netherlands' 
largest bank and dominates the market 
for managing security sales. Rabobank 
Nederland is the second-largest, ING 
Group NV is third, and Fortis’ s own 
VSBBank is now fourth. 

MeesPierson said in August that it 
expected 1996 operating profit to ex- 
ceed tbe 182 million guilders made in 
1995, when net profit came in at 250 
million guilders. Net profit in the 1996 
first half was 132 million guilders. 

The company said Fortis Amev and 
Fortis AG together would furnish 2 bil- 
lion guilders of the purchase price and 


that the remaining 500 million guilders 
would be borrowed. 

Fortis AG is expected to pay its half 
of the price by issuing new shares. 

Fortis AMEV said it would finance its 
pan of the purchase by selling part of its 
investment portfolio. 

On the Amsterdam Stock Exchange, 
Fortis Amev shares fell 1 guilder to 
close at 58.80. while ABN-AMRO ad- 
vanced 1.90 to 110.80. In Brussels, 
Fortis AG shares rose 115 Belgian 
francs to 4.965 i$I54.65). 

Fortis is paying a high price for a 
company recovering from reorganiza- 
tions. analysts said. 

"I wish them a tor of luck,’’ said 
Fokko Tuin, a manager with the mer- 
chant bank Kempen & Co. “A lot of 
work still has to be done. The orga- 
nization is chaotic, and they haven't had 
a management for years." 

(Bloomberg. Reuters, AFX) 


Panel Partly Vindicates 
Former Kidder Trader 


By Saul Hansell 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Joseph 
Jett, the bond trader accused 
of creating S339 million in 
false trades at Kidder, Pe- 
abody & Co., won a partial 
vindication as an arbitration 
panel rejected Kidder's accu- 
sation that Mr. Jett had en- 
gaged in “fraud, breach of 
duty and unjust enrichment.” 

“For two a half years, die 
Kidder publicity machine 
classified Joseph Jett as a 
rogue trader, a crook, a fraud 
and a thief, and now' a se- 
curities industry panel of ar- 
bitrators looks at all of the 
proof and has rejected all of 
Kidder’s claims,” said Ken- 
neth Warner, Mr. Jett’s law- 
yer. Kidder contends that Mr. 
Jen created false trades to in- 
crease his compensation and 
hide trading losses. 

The panel of the National 
Association of Securities Deal- 
ers on Thursday awarded Mr. 
Jen the rights to the $5 million 
in his brokerage account, 
which Kidder froze after the 
supposedly false trades were 
discovered in 1994. 

It gave him immediate ac- 
cess to $1 million in that ac- 
count , with the disposition of 
the remainder subject to a 
hearing in January. 

In a portion of the ruling 
that is in Kidder's favor, the 
panel said Mr. Jett was not 
entitled to $2.8 million in de- 
ferred compensation that he 
had said he should receive. 


John Liftin. general counsel 
for Kidder, argued that the de- 
cision to deny Mr. Jett the de- 
ferred compensation indicated 
that the arbitrators had not fully 
rejected Kidder’s case. 

Kidder Peabody is a unit of 
General Electric Co., but it is 
in liquidatioo. Its continuing 
businesses have been sold to 
PaineWebber Group Inc. 

Though the panel ruled in 
Mr. Jett's favor, that decision 
does not clear him entirely. 
The Securities and Exchange 
Commission has brought civil 
proceedings against Mr. Jett, 
accusing him of fraud. A rul- 
ing by an administrative law 
judge is due early next year. 


GROUPE INDOSUEZ FUNDS 

c/o Banque Indosuez 
39 Allee Scheffer 
L2520 Luxembourg 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
Telephone (352) 47 67 470 
Fax (352j 47 67661 


NEW PORTFOLIOS 

Notice is hereby given to l 'nilholders that 
the following Portfolios will be open 
for subscription from the l6t!i December 1996: 

Hie Pacific Income Portfolio 
Hie Eastern Europe Portfolio 

For further information anil a Prosj»oe!us 
please contact us at the above address. 
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INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
WORLDWIDE CALL BACK SYSTEM 

SAVE UP TO 80% 


Distributors Needed Worldwide 

For Call Back International, Domestic & Cellular 


International Telephone Company 
290 Pratt Street. Meriden, CT 06450-2118 
1800-638-5558 ext. 91 / 203-238-9794 Fax: 203-929-4906 

"Limited Countries Avnilable"- 
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Fed Eases Limits on Underwriting 

WASHINGTON (API — The Federal Reserve Board 
agreed unanimously Friday to allow banks ro earn more front 
underwriting stocks and bonds, the Jaresi move by regulators 
to allow banks into Wall Street-type businesses. 

The Fed increased the ceiling on the proportion of their 
earnings that banks could gain from securities underwriting to 
25 percent from 10 percent. The expansion will take effect in 
60 days. Congress declined again this year to pass legislation 
that would have ended most such restrictions on banks. 

Earnings Estimates High, GM Says 

NEW YORK fNYT) — General Motors Coip.. looking at a 
variety of marketing, sales and production costs, is encour- 
aging analysts to reduce their estimates of the company's 
fourth-quarter earnings. 

Those costs include higher rebates, heavy spending on 
advertising, a slowing of car sales, slightly heavier loan losses 
and die effects of two large strikes. Most of the costs reflect the 
renewed competition GM faces from Japanese and European 
automakers. 

® Conrail Inc. rejected Norfolk Southern Corp.’s 
sweetened bid of S115 share, or about SlO.32 billion in cash. 
The Norfolk, Virginia, railroad company raised its hostile 
takeover bid for Conrail from SI 10 share after the markets 
closed Thursday. 

o Wells Fargo & Co. plans to eliminate 5,800 jobs, or 10 
percent of its staff, by October 1997 in continued cost-cutting 
related to its takeover of First Interstate Bancorp. 

• Chase Manhattan Corp. and 12 other large financial 
institutions have set up a S6. 1 billion credit line to be used by 
Argentina in the event of any future banking crisis. 

• The (IS. Air Force named Lockheed Martin Corp. and 
McDonnell Douglas Corp. as finalists for a $1.4 billion 
contract to build the next generation of military rockets. 

Bloomberg. AP 

AMEX 


Mexico Sees a Growth Spurt 


Reuters 

MEXICO CITY — Upbeat reports on the Mexican 
economy this week suggest surprisingly strong 
growth in the fourth quarter, which could turn out to 
be part of the fastest sustained growth period in 15 
years, economists said- 

industrial production, trade, retail sales and em- 
ployment data just released suggest that the economy 
could grow 5 percent in the fourth quarter, compared 
with a year earlier. 

If the data hold up, the quarter would give the 
country its longest sustained period of robust growth 
since 1 980-8 1 . when Mexico was * ‘in full oil boom, ’ ’ 
said Carlos Rosales, an economist at Bancomer. 

But it is an economic rebound that has not yet been 
felt by many Mexicans, and part of its apparent 
strength is due to the comparison with a nightmarish 
recession last year in the aftermath of the December 
1994 peso crisis. 

Still, analysts say there are indications of a re- 
covery in the full sense of the word, with growth in 
employment, some wage recovery and the first hints 
of stronger consumer spending. 

Analysts are forecasting that fourth-quarter growth 
in gross domestic product will be about 4.7 percent. 
Bur they had underestimated almost all die data 
released this week, and Mr. Rosales said S percent 
growth was “perfectly possible.” 

Industrial output in October rose 15.5 percent, well 
above the average forecast of 10.65 percent Un- 
employment in November fell to 4.8 percent its lowest 
level in 22 months, as more than 500,000 people found 
work. A 5.1 percent rate had been forecast 


Retail sales in Mexico rose 2. 1 percent in October 
— analysts bad predicted a 1-5 percent increase — 
and in revised October trade data released last week, 
both imports and exports surged, with imports of 
consumer goods hitting S7Z2 million, up 52 percent 
from October 1995. 

“It is a rebound from an intense fall, but also the 
progress has been very rapid,'' Mr. Rosales said. “It 
is not being induced by the public sector.” 

Gray Newman, an economist at HSBC James 
Capel, said be had raised his forecast of the fourth- 
quarter GDP growdi rate to 5.5 percent as a result of 
the iadustrial-production data. He was more cautious 



positions 

likely to “evaporate” in January 

“The problem with growth in Mexico is that it 
continues to be export-oriented,” he said. “It 
provides very little employment. Most of the econ- 
omy is in the service sector.” 

Enrique Ramirez, an economist at Santander In- 
vestments, said growth could top 5 percent in the 
fourth quarter if the' expansion in industrial pro- 
duction continued to hum at a 10 percent to 1 1 percent 
rate in November. 

He also forecast a recovery in spending, fueled by 
growth in employment and a rise in the minimum 
wage in December, that he said had been reflected in 
the import surge reported in the trade data. 

“The rise in the minimum wage could improve 
wages as a whole in the coming months, which is 
going to cause a rise in consumption,” he said. 


Blue-Chips Seesaw 
As Tech Shares Slip 
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Japan Misstated Chip Sales Data 


By Andrew Pollack 

iVfu* York Times Sen-ice 

TOKYO — The government sig- 
nificantly overstated the share of its 
markeiheld by foreign semiconduct- 
or companies in the first quarter of 
the year, at the time the United Stales 
and Japan were negotiating a new 
computer chip trade agreement, 
Japanese officials said Friday that 
die mistake was unintentional. A 
U.S. official said that he, too, be- 


lieved it was an honest mistake. 

But some executives in the U.S. 
semiconductor industry are suspi- 
cious, saying the false figure might 
have contributed to the resulting 
trade agreement bong weaker than it 
otherwise would have been. 

The two governments announced 
Friday that foreign manufacturers 
held a 26.9 percent share of Japan's 
market in the first quarter, under the 
formula used by the American side. 
That was revised down from die 30.6 


percent that was initially announced 
it June, whm Tokyo ami Washington 
were negotiating over whether to re- 
new a five-year trade agreement that 
was to expire at the end of July. 

Japan argued that no new agree- 
ment was necessary. It pointed to the 
30.6 percent figure as evidence that its 
maricet was open. But some American 
executives say that if they had known 
that the foreign maricet share was only 
26.9 percent in die first quarter, the 
negotiations might have C 


CmfOeibjOKrSatfF* 

NEW YORK — Blue-chip 
'stocks ended a volatile day with 
modest gains Friday, while the 
broader market was held back by a 
decline in computer-related issues. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age closed at 6,484.40, up 10.76 
points. Advancing issues led de- 
diners by a 3-to-2 ratio on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

The 30-stock index shot up 75 
points shortly after the opening, ex- 
tending Thursday's grun of 126 
points Tit gave back almost all those 
gains before climbing higher a 
second time in late morning, then 
retreating a gain. 

Stocks got a lift from a Treasury 
Department report that the U.S. 
budget deficit narrowed a better- 
than-expected 1.7 percent in 
November and from government 
figures showing the U.S. economy 
picking up speed after growing 2.1 
percent in the third quarter. 

“The market is still strong in 
here,” said Kenneth Ducey, direc- 
tor of trading at BT Brokerage, a 
unit of Bankers Trust New York. 
“People are saying the economy is 
slowing down, but it's still in good 
shape,” he said. 

He added that the figures had 
given the Federal Reserve Board 
“no case” to raise interest rates, & 
situation that should help stocks. 

Coca-Cola led die charge on die 
Big Board, rising 1% to 52% after 
saying it expected unit sales to be up 
10 percent in the fourth quarter. 

Intel, the most active Nasdaq 
stocks, fell 2% to 134%, leading a 
decline in technology issues that 
sent the Nasdaq Composite index 
732 points lower, to 1,288.54. 

A drop in Treasury bond yields in 
recent days amid signs of slowing 
economic growth and low inflation 
helped tins week's rally. The 
benchmark 30-year Treasury bond 


fell 10/32 in price to 98 21/32, for a 
yield of 6.60 percent, up from 

shares were 

among the most active stocks on the 

Bie Board In addition to Coca* 

cJa, PepsiCo gained VS to 29V4, and 

WalMart rose l A to 23%. 

Drug stocks also gainaj. with 
Merck shares rising 1 % u> 82% after 
the biggest VS. dnigmaker agreed 
to merge its animal-health business 

U,s. STOCKS 

with Rhone-Pouknc’s similar dnd- 

ston, treating the largest ccaimEjym 

an $8 bfflion-a-year market Rnone- 
POuleac Rotor rose 1 to 333k. 

3M shines gained 214 to 8454. 
The compan y and other makers of 
silicone breast implants won a vic- 
tory Thursday when a federal .judge 
ruled that plaintiffs in a lawsuit bad 
failed to produce any reli able sd- ; 
entific evidence that the implants 
had caused health problems in wo- 
men. Among other implant makers, 
Bristol-Myers Squibb rose VA to - 
I I2V4, and Baxter International was 
unchanged at 41%. 

Mobu rose VS to 134V4 and British 
Raroletim added % to 138W after the 
two said they saw biggw-tban-ex- 
pected savings from a jonn vemure. 

Shares of four regional Bell op- 
erating c ompani es rose after news 
that Alcatel Alsthom of France had 
signed multiyear contracts to help 
the companies offer high-speed data 
access services to customers- Aruer- 
itechrose 1% to 58%, Pacific Tdeas 
Group rose Vi to 35V&, SBC Com- 
munications rose IVfc to 50H, and 
BellSouth rose % to 384. 

Dendrite International fell 11% 
to 8 on the Nasdaq market after the 
software developer said it expected 
a loss for its fourth quarter because 
major customers had delayed pur- 
chases. (Bloomberg. AP) 
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Dollar Slips, but Traders Call It Only a Year-End Breather 


Bloomberg Business News 
NEW YORK — The dollar 
slipped against most other major 
currencies except the yen Friday in 
trading that traders described as a 
pause in a rally fueled by expec- 
tations for steady U.S. economic 
growth with little inflation. 

“People are basically done spec- 
ulating for the year.” said David 
Becker, senior currency trader at 
Bank Austria. “We’ll probably re- 


main on the sidelines ourselves.’ ’ 
The dollar finished at 13518 
Deutsche marks, down from 13582 
DM on Thursday. 

The dollar’s fortunes during its 
recent rise have been tied closely to 
U.S. financial markets. 

“As we go into next year, the 
dollar is poised to move higher,'’ 
said Thomas Benfer, director of for- 
eign exchange at Bank of Montreal. 
“Stocks are strong, bonds are 


healthy, and we have the strongest 
economy on the face of fee globe.” 

“The stock and bond markets will 
certainly be a strong consideration 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

for us,” said Kevin Lawrie, man- 
ager of foreign exchange at Mellon 
Bank in Pittsburgh. “They're un- 
derpinning fee dollar.” 

The U.S. government said Friday 


that fee economy grew ai a 2.1 per- 
cent annual rate in the third quarter. 
The price deflator — a measure of 
inflation — rose 1.7 percent, its smal- 
lest gain since 1992, suggesting feat 
dollars were losing less of feeir value 
even as the economy grew. 

The dollar gamed siigfady against 
the Japanese currency, to 114345 
yen from 114300 yen Thursday, 
after the Bank of Japan indicated in 
its monthly report dot it needed more 


time to confirm whether theJapmese 
recovery was strong enough to be led 
by private demand, according to 
Masayuii Matsushima, head er the 
central bank’s research and statistics 
department. 

Against other ennendes, the dol- 
lar dropped to 13340 Swiss francs 
from 13390 francs and to 53375 . 
French francs from 5.2505 francs. 

The pound rose to 51.6703 from 
9U 
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Tho Associated Press 
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r* 

-*■ 

.5 


•’111 T .1. 

lift 12 ft 
1ft* ’ft 
4ft 4”. 

IB'* 18ft — Vt 
12ft 13ft *ft 
2 «h 3ft - ft 

& k 


£3 


-ft 

-Vh 

3 


aft .. . 
ift 

8 * 1 . 9 

raft 
Eft 
jirt 

sft ® ^5 

SffSi toft .ft 
rvn TjVii •»* 
3ft, Wh -ft. 
8ft 8ft —ft, 
1ft IW* 


IMS 

w 

*» 

*4 

-ft 

in 

17% 

17 

17% 

■ft 

3*0 

41% 

■40% 

40% 

-Up 

1144 

w 

35 

15% 

♦ ft 

792 

) 8 ft 

IS 

left 

•ft 

m 

IS 

3ft 

is 

—Vi 

M 2 

lift 

1 ft 

1 % 

-ft. 

US 

14ft 

13% 

14V. 

■ft 


IM ’A 
403 3ft 
IM UVr 
617 9 

1386 t 
403 lift 

m nt 

i®» ’ft, 
7730 'Iti 
4058 ift 
177 Uft 
HO 39'A 
1694 3V„ 

16583 7’m 

2 li ift 


ii ft 
3H 3ft 
II 17ft -Ift 
8ft 8ft —ft 
5ft PV, -'Vft 
13ft 13ft —ft 
6"/n 7ft ■ ft 
ft ft 
■ini ft. — 
2ft 7ft •'.•!, 
14ft 13ft —ft 
Mft ns 
3 J'l„ —Vi, 
2V„ TV,, —ft 
6>. Oft -ft 


Sots High Lom Lotea Choc 


5S& 



MSR 
Moon ion 
MoBnPrt 
McxmPwt 

SfSSjjy 0 

Welromcjo 
MMofRly 
MctwF 
MSN* Kftl 






Own 

HFPW. 

RmGoW 

RivMnin 

50v«O9 

iS&Z” 


713 32, 
887 4V. 

260 6 
1321 10ft 
£32 lift 
1M8 ft 
222 4ft 

430 3ft 
111 Ift 
393 lift 
730 BMft 
316 lift 

385 lift 
1689 4Vi. 
ira lift 
3457 20ft 

671 8 

154 8ft 
300 an 
6S2 24 
271 »„ 

431 2ft 
1521 3Wu 

142 3ft 
1400 27ft 
331 FVu 

tea Mft 

164 17ft 
188 3ft 
319 B'/tt 
36» ■»£ 
3276 8ft 
121 22ft 
285 39m 

334 n. 

386 3ft 
IBP 3ft 

in i5v, 
US ^ 

437 4Wi, 
m ift 
1344 3ft 
3285 Ift 
1095 17ft 
127 nr„ 
278 12 

167 Ift 
153 8ft 
114 eft 
173 15 

187 5ft 
207 2ft 
413 Ift 


20ft 71ft •» 
TW 12ft *4, 
10V. 10'-; —Vi 

i | -j 

& 6'k »'/i, 

25ft 27ft -Ift 

n K 'A 

1«ft 17 *v. 

5ft T>u — Vm 

a % ^ 

ss k -'i 

% «a 

Mft Mft . 
4ft «V„ —Vi, 

f £k -f 

k r 

?ft 9ft —ft 


15ft lift 


Indexes 
Dow Jones 

Opw HW UK Lsri On. 

Irakis 690.97 6548.99 6473J4 64BMQ -IW 6 
Tnm 227848 2274.16 22S5J7 227047 *1«J0 
UtU 237J6 236J7 232-53 234.91 -MS 
Cot*. 20*238 705413 203071 203891 *830 

Standard & Poore 


37ft M 
23Vk 
3V U 

7ft. 2Vi, 
3ft Ift 


23ft 24ft 
17ft I7H 

^ Vi 
% !* 
n 3X *£ 


3ft 4ft 
4Y» 4IV W 


I Ift 
17ft I7ft 


i Industrials 

Transp. 

umttes 

Hnonce 

SP 500 

5P100 

NYSE 

ComaiHAa 

Mkistnats 

Tromo. 

UB3y 

Flnmce 

Nasdaq 


CDmooiSe 

IratusWafc 

Bones 

jnsuroie e 

nnonoe 

Trots* 

AMEX 


High lam Ctos» 


Ota. 

9UJBA B75-S9 878119 +2J0 
54578 53973 54441 +469 
701.93 19845 199.98 +1J3 
8179 KLU 8344 +BM 
75541 745.76 74M7 +111 .. . . _ 
734,55 72447 728-87 +4 40 NOSOOq 


Most Actives 
NYSE 

vot 

Cocoa, 105286 
Honsoni 83448 
WalMart 74JJ9 

Proven i mu 

AT&T a SUM 
GenBec 
MOTS* 

JohnJni 
Font* 

HwrtPks 
SwaMnr 

Ewn ClfiS 
Mctarado 41424 
'HM 40023 


61991 

sms 

49366 

4379 

45460 

44817 


tOA Low 
53ft J7W 
Oft 6ft 

wft aw 

29ft » 
48ft 31ft 
104ft 102ft 
81ft 82ft 
53ft 49ft 
32ft JTft 
52ft SOft 
4ft 4ft 
44 42ft 
101ft 99ft 
59 57ft 
196ft 154ft 


Lint 

52ft 

Oft 

23ft 

39ft 

39ft 

IDEM 

«2H 

49ft 

3tft 

Sift 

4ft 

43ft 

99ft 

57ft 

154ft 


MkHi Low LOU Oft. 

39871 392.14 39811 -1.95 
501.37 47849 497.40 .1-91 
3S870 35034 35169 *121 
2S7-B7 25834 25822 *|^8 
3SS44 311.96 354-H *162 


Hfth Low Lost Oft. 


1111.14 128738 12885* 
111027 1099.52 109909 
IM3JJ6 1260.10 126127 
1433JB 142473 I4JIJ6 
158088 157087 1530 SB 
99229 08702 091.34 


— 7,37 
—5.99 
-117 
• 624 
,1053 
+2J0 


Wrft Lw UoSt dW. 
582.37 57051 50101 ♦MS 

Dow Jones Bond 


20 Bonds 
lOUIBfes 
10 Industrials 


Close 

low 

IDO. 95 
106.78 


as. 

+<w? 

+147 

+024 


Inw 

WandCmi 

MICTDsflS 

30»n 

Cisco I 

DeHCWs 

Orades 

TataCemA 

Wwmx 

SunMics 

MO 

AppteC 

Daniie 

*OCTf|r. 

FareSvs* 

AMEX 


Hteorxn 

SPDR 

Audvox 

Vioca 

IvnxCJJ 

KraiwtB 

EchuBor 

EcStefc 

FtoTOLb 


VoL Wl 
127517 130ft 
112523 23ft 
112107 SSft 
09316 00 
01611 66 ft 
79918 99 
72745 44 
45177 13ft 
43416 »ft 
56397 30ft 
48W3 33 
47753 23% 
45229 9ft 
44011 35ft 
39046 33ft 


Vat Hfeft 
16503 2ft, 
14910 75 Wd 
12090 ift 
10076 38 
7790 l Oft 
7730 li 1 ., 
7703 6>V„ 
6554 'ft. 
6643 32ft 
5681 19ft 


LOW LM 
134ft 134ft 

S. 

83ft 83ft 
75% 76ft 

64ft AS 
54ft 33 
«1 ft 43ft 
13ft 13ft 
20 ft 31 
19ft 29ft 
3J 32ft 
21ft 23ft 
7ft I 
30ft 32 
38ft 32ft 


On. 

* 1 % 


♦ ft 

♦ ft 


»tft 

—ft 

♦ ft 


♦ ft 
-3ft 


—1ft 
♦ ft 


♦ Ift 
♦ft 


—ft 
♦ Ift 
-lift. 
—1 


Lew Lett 
2Wi 2ft* 

IS* 

5ft, 6ft 
34% 37 

ID’A 10ft 

ft* ’ft 

6ft b* u 

ft* V U 
31ft 3314 
10% 18% 


coo. 

-ft 


♦IS 

♦ft 


—ft 
♦2ft 
♦ ft 


Trading Activity 
NYSE 



Nasdaq 

Ctai 

l»IW. 

Nat Bvffhbfo at pirns lima 


AIMaKKl 

Dcdtacd 

undteioed 

TflWHsuo 

NewKflohs 

Mew Lots 

1878 

3158 

1735 

5771 

167 

128 

2249 

IKK 

1716 

J77H 

163 

in 

AMEX 



Market Sales 



AdwmCffd 

cecsnoa 

LlnelxFipeO 

Taw issues 

NnvKOTs 

New Lows, 

Ctese 

291 

258 

203 

752 

24 

17 

PW. 

834 

722 

710 

76* 

23 

28 

NYSE 

AflNK 

Nasdaq 

In manors. 

Twfor 

One 

650JJ7 

2606 

57706 

PlK 

cms. 

63X74 

36X6 

*4507 


5ft 5% 
12ft 17ft 


Par Amt ttee Par taaotm 


3! "k 
'sssa 


1-15 

T-10 

1-22 

1-14 


1-20 

1-24 




JJW 

a 




Dlridends 

Company 

IRREGULAR 

imperial CredUlg _ AS 12-31 

fnferaoMd HKh _ .02 12-31 

SteHbig Cqpttal - J7 12-30 

Tetecm Aiaenlliia -1J506 12-23 

Teton Arpen B - SIS 12-26 

STOCK 

Consol Products _ 10 % H 

FtanttnSank - 5* 1 -? 

STOCK SPLIT 
Aspect Telecomm atari spot 
CiestvFnd2<brlspiit 
IDEX Corp 3 tor 2 sfrat 
MowYo*Bc» 3 for 2 spm. 

INCREASED 

Bedford Bcsta 9 .12 12-30 

Ceaiwpolnl Prop 
ConmnxBa 
OotoFrtd 
InfofWttfBa 
Long tekmd BCP 
Mine Sofcijr Apni 
NswYcrt 8 cp 
PAB Blahs 

INITIAL 

GmtmsJCdaTms - M 1-15 

IDEX Corp new .12 I-1S 1-31 


Reflabfo Lflns 
SegforCo 


Per Anf Rec Poy 
SPECIAL 

- j07 2-7 3-1 

- JO M 1-17 


REGULAR 
AirfoaSAdomsNR. Q .1012-31 
Anheusw Busch 
SankSeuConRner 
CoHStBaak, 

Capital Bcp Miami 
Central ME Pwr 
Central MEPwr 
Cornwall Eng Sys 

1 C 0 

B«0( MA. 




Horizon . _ 

Montson FnsftCkg 

NytKxCnp 
ftettson Assoc 
SecurGtraAMnr 
SutHjrtnn Bcp OH, 

UM Non Bcp 
Wolf, HowOnlB- 
Mwafab^NM«odawten»rtptf 
statra'AOi&TpcqtttatDCamantadft 
m+aoaataq^Mneita»eoririMraal 


<9 3A 2-10 
Q .10 12-31 
Q .10 1-3 
a JW33 12 ;® 
O 225 1-10 
JQ5 1-10 
3BS 1-15 
/a i-ai 
.18 3-3 
•IB 12-31 
.1® 1-3 
.12 2-14 
.15 12-30 
.10 1-7 
-09 M0 
S9 1-10 
jM 1-5 
J9 2-6 
.15 12-31 
33 MS 
M 1-7 


1- 31 
1-10 

2- U 

1- 13 
1-14 
1-31 

1- 31 

2 - 1 

2- 14 
M 

1-13 

1- 17 

3- 14 
7-17 

2- 5 
1-31 
2.1 

1- 17 

2- 1P 
1-14 

2-3 

2-7 


Dec. 20, 1996 

Wgh lam Oote ftg OfM 

Grains 

awKcacm 

5 JM 0 tw ramimum. dollars ovbuahd 
Mor 97 247ft 264% Z47 tftOT 14MB7 
Mo»97 2« 266ft 248ft -^mh 54,173 

Ail 97 270ft 268 J30ft +0JHft SC4S3 

S*p 97 264ft 262ft 243 -OJJ1 6,108 

Dec?? 361ft 259ft 261ft -0J»ft3Ul» 

EsT-SOfoS TiA Thu'S. StfBS 40,918 
Thu's open M mi» off 3553 

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 

WMns- doWOrtan-nn 

Jan 97 231.10 TSSi 330JBO -0.10 22055 

McctT 22130 27160 222* -030 26625 

May 97 21730 2M.10 216.10 -1.10 16.078 

Jul77 21630 215.10 21530 -430 HUM 

Aup 97 2TSB0 7U3) 2U50 -058 1123 

SeP 97 21200 210-50 IHL50 -4170 130 

EsL soles HA. Wtsdes 20,915 
Ttw'sOPenM 82389 Off 103) 

SOYBEAN OB. (OMT) 
earn b»- 48nwr wo bv 
Jon 97 223d 2104 2107 -035 22307 

Mor 97 2170 2365 2145 -033 32386 

MOV 77 2430 2U7 Z3B0 —0,18 14.133 

JUI97 2438 2AA2 2408 -0.17 VIMA 

Aug 77 24* ZU 0 24,15 -MO 1665 

Sep 97 2445 2435 2435 -OjOB 1669 

Est. sales NA TWs-scriBs 1USI 
Thu's open int 84628 off 903 

SOYBEANS KBOT] 

5 jn> bu mininum- doOars per twsiiw 
Jim 97 7J»ft 701ft 7 JUft -0051440301 
Mar 77 7JUft AM 7JMft - 0 JJ 4 49,129 
Moy97 7JN 650 696 -004ft 2M» 

All 97 7O0ft 6.94 6.75 -OJ56V. 24648 

Aup 97 458ft 492ft 452% -Oflssft 2W 
EsLsrtes I4A. Thu’S, soles SWQ5 
Tin's open hr 154961 off 2054 

WHEAT (CBOT} 

5 J &0 Ou minimum- tutors oar haslwl 
Mor 97 400 192 353ft -006% 3ZAH 

MOV 97 Ulft 168% 170 — DJMft 6378 

Jul 97 148 340ft 344 -004 19394 

SCOT? 153 345 346ft -005 900 

gL sales NA. Thu's, sow 15421 
Thu’s own im tun up 593 


Livestock 

CATTLE rcMSU 
AJWM-c o wwrfc. 

Dec 96 67 JS 6600 6650 -020 IS83 

Fe097 64.15 <340 £157 +O.I7 34166 

Apr 77 6480 6430 6460 +0.15 TWA 

Jun77 OJO 6240 62.47 +0JB 9097 

AU997 62J0 <2.15 6 L» 8716 

Od77 65.15 64.80 6500 +0.15 5,969 

Es*-saies KA. Thu's. sc4es 7,53 
Tln/s open in» 86404 off 520 

ITTPCTl CATTLE (CMER3 
Sun ext- cants per Bx 

Am 77 6605 65J5 tSK +OSD 3J1C 

Mtr 97 6495 4£4J SSM *033 4405 

Apr 77 6440 6415 6430 +0.10 1408 

MOY7 7 66.25 66 JS 46-90 +018 2439 

AW 97 6905 6075 4485 tQJ* 1JM 

5ep|7 6805 6805 6M2 +027 A 4 

B 1 . soles HA. Thu's, sales 1 J 02 
Tim's open im 15,149 0(1 1 

H08S-U*eC2/97L«on) (CM 8 D 
400001%. -CBf6S par ■>. 

DfCW 59.® 5425 5050 -125 1,1« 

Feb 77 7435 74J2 MM +M3 1 M« 

Apr 97 7225 7100 7200 +043 L3Z3 

JU077 74J0 7442 7445 -015 MS® 

Jul 77 7105 7100 7140 -008 139 

Aug 27 mm SJS 6808 +003 880 

ES-SfcS NA Th/v soles 6,168 
Thu's open 8 i( 29449 off 1678 

POMCBELUBiOMERI 

wnbL-ariiPtrO 
eatsW 7090 7640 7490 +13 4453 

MO-97 TWO 7600 783 +13 882 

Mor 77 7700 7605 7900 +13 SK 

JUl 97 7&J7 7600 7035 +150 477 

Aug 77 7150 TiM 71M) -OJD 131 

Esf.safo* NA 7huM»te H7 
Thu’s open Int 6031 up 70 


Wtfi Low daw Chgo OpM 
ORANSE JUKE (NCTN) 
lUWOs-ogrtnerb. 

-Inn 77 893 8705 8740 -000 8482 

MOT 97 93LH 1030 9075 -03® I34W 
Mov 77 9U0 9300 7300 —105 3458 
Jill 97 9875 9700 9700 -&3S 171 

EsLsota NA Wo. satas MOO 
Thu’s mnfot 

Metals 

GOLD (NCMX1 

103 fror ot- MSon prr Srov at. 

Dec 96 37OJ0 367-M 37QL30 +040 255 

ft* 97 37140 370 31 31039 -040 90082 
Apr 97 37340 37130 37150 -000 22&B 
Jun97 37550 37*40 37*40 -U0 U452 

Dd97 38040 3SHD0 38ELB XtO 

Esi. sates NA Thu's, sifts 9,172 
Thu's open Off 184029 off 616 

MSRA0ECOAPB? (NCMX7 
?<Jinn Im.- penis par fa. 

dk 96 10400 ie® nzja -an %ta 

Jon 97 W130 10100 10200 -030 5J» 

Feb 97 181 JO 10040 10040 -030 1J62 

MIX 97 101 JO 99 JO 9940 -W0 21484 

AW 77 96J3 • WJO -000 O 

Mar 97 9840 9700 97.15 -045 4479 

Jlln97 96J0 -433 764 

JW97 96J0 9SB 95J0 -050 3JBS 

Aup 97 94JS -&50 574 

Estscfts NA Tin's, soles 9 JOB 
Thu’sopenW 5U» off 566 

SILVER CHOW 
unirwu-ariiPcrlraiiR 
Dec 96 4B6-5 4BM) 48LD —13 41 

Mw97 835 482-5 4844 —40 54091 

May 97 4990 4880 «?.0 -41 9473 

•M 77 *770 *m 4M0 -06 0373 

D*c 97 5120 rna SOSfl -40 *J37 

Bisrtes NA Thu's. w*es <062 
Thu'sopenW 82470 off 132 

PLATINUM (NMER] 

SB tray ck- rioam par bm co. 

Jen 97 377.80 37180 37S30 +140 11056 

Apt? 37840 37500 3 7640 +&S9 J4SB) 

AM 97 381-00 33000 38000 +200 2022 

OtJ77 m» 38200 38400 + 300 2069 

Estsdes NA Thu's. soles 1,971 
Thu^sapenH 3BM off 306 

009B Pmrious 

LONDON METALS OJME) 

DoBura per metric ton 
AlantaoD (Hfoh erode) 

Spa* 7150700 1507ft 1579ft 1520ft 
Hnrani 15*000 T5410O 155100 155200 
ifindd 

700 22S50Q 226000 
1*800 21*900 21 5300 215400 

5p0t 70X00 70600 70400 70500 
fWttU 70700 707ft 70700 707ft 

Sour 60000 659500 667X40 668500 
Forward ‘ " 

Tta 


670000 670100 677500 678000 


Spot 572D0O 572*00 579000 500000 

Forward 576SM 577000 58*000 585000 

ZfaK CSpecMHW CnsdeO 
Spa 1030ft 103700 1034ft 1035ft 

Forward I061ft 106200 105800 105900 


Hfoh Law daw ChQo DpM 
JonW US) 13858 12812 — an 1020 
EMjatoK 1*908. RtosMiK SUB 
Piw.apentatz 90347 off 154 

eurodollars coma 

R ndteon-ettof iinpa. 

JOT 97 94510 94410 9*500 +U 214*3 
F»97 94480 98470 94410 +W 4,W 

Vtr97 94470 94448 MAX 415088 

jot 97 64550 mm b* 3® res* 

Mar® 934® 934® 934® +10 »0S9 

JotK «4® 9XW8 «OM +K 3531? 

Sep 08 KUS3 9X2M tUH *» 31.10 

Dec® 91270 91218 93230 +10 250*9 

Btictas HA Iha's.sries 3534M 
Thu'S OTCnM 2070,123 UP 10573 

NtfTSH POUND (CMQO 
SZJODpaunA, soar Pound 

Dec 96 U5» 

Mor 97 IMS U5U USSi 

Jun97 14614 UOO 14626 +41 2052 

Sep *7 UHJ< OTT 

. NA TWiyim 1Q026 
ECPenM ®488 off 211 

CANADIAN DOLLAR tCMER) 

WOMB doBon. sper COT for 
Mor 97 J3(0 J347 J352 —6 47JW 

JOT 97 JM J3M JX S TUBS 

Sep 97 - _ J4Z1 —5 18** 

DtC 97, .7451 -6 84 

EsLsdes NA Hu^nfts 3071 
ThUftOPcnW 63,01 up 504 

GERMAKMARKfCKBU 
ueuno marks, S per mvk 
Dec 96 091 +W 17 

Mar 97 0488 0446 4474 +15 47021 

JOT 97 05K 001 0m +14 4061 

SOP 97 4552 +73 109S 

EsL sates NA Thu’s, sates 14,77* . . 
Tfn/sapwi W 5XSK-UP 451 

JAMNBEYEM CCMBQ 

115 m Wo n v en . spot lWroa 

Dec 96 JKJ9W9 —25 | 

MCT97 008878 0OOBC 0D8B54 -35 53*0 

Am 97 jnaso aw amt -as U99 

Esfcsoles NA TWisstfe* 71007 

Thu's open irt 54.961 up 984 

SWISS FRANC (CMBQ 

aWHwia tp wfa n c 

Miff 97 7574 J5B0 J551 +13 44044 

JOT 77 7435 7603 7iT8 +W U63 

Sep 97 76B6 +O10OB 

EsL sates NA Thu'S, sates 1406 

Thu's open U 47027 up 892 

M40 NTH STERUN 6 (LIFFS 
£580000-00 Of WDjCf 
NfolW 9130 *27 

W SS S2 

H S2 

X ss . 

2S5 @ SS ^toja 

j mw 9122 92.15 92.17 +0A 

dSt V& SS Hi :8S 


U29 + 003 97.725 
«M ♦ mu 86,756 
924* +004 57065 
U69 +004 41712 
9247 +0JQ 31151 
«48 +001 21104 



MMNTHEIHKHlUUnC (UFFB 
HW. OT tte Off Dftl. ^metaa^rara^pci^ + m * 


Food 


7» 77ft 26 ft 26ft 


4 « 

16% 

15ft 

lift 


04 

ift 

5% 



111 

13ft 

m> 

17ft 

-ft 

744 

ift 

i-4 

6S 

■ft 

S2S? 

lift 

15V. 

li’. 

• 1 

1754 

5% 

S'*. 

5ft 

_ 

1*48 

8* 

i:. 

8% 

• • « 

459 


23’. 

73ft 


1941 

44ft 

43S 

44 

• S 


?"■ 

r 


13ft 13ft 

,7ft 7ft, 
lift lift 
WW 10ft 

55 ^ 
k k 

\ v “ % 

17% 17ft 
12 % lift 
16% 16% 
17ft 12 ft 
S'A ift 
’V.. ft 
(Oft idft 
ir'i, 17% 
I4iu lavit 
13*» 13V, 

I IV,. 1IV„ 

11% lift,, 
lift lift 
ft V„ 
1 9u 1 ft 


Stock Tables Explained 

Soles figures ora unoffUd 
9«l4bitfiicttteMosntai«npttay.WliaMga^ 

hmbeOTpaSdtfwygorehl^htaw ranee and 6 Mriend are shQOT to ttie ne w stock s o reY. Uiw aa 
Wwwbe noted rateoTiWttffKSamimnlifttemBmBitebineffonfte^ 
a - ffluloena also fflffw f*J. h-o/uiuoJ role of OMOend plus Stack dMdeiuL e -IpqiffdcOlno 

6MiiOTiLcc-PEa8CBed8W4aff-giW«l-i»-nBffVMHytew.<«-iiMlnff wteil2m orahs. 

c - dividend dffdtucd or paid In preaxJfno 12 manffts. f - onmicH rate, maeeaBOonter 
deounfflon. g • tBiUend Jit Cona^on hmte MiWefit^ to l S% imvresWmafwU -«nilen«l 
Hectored oiler spBLup or stodt dMOwuL l - flMdeniJ poW ms year, am* ’KWrettjOr no 
Ddtan token at tofosl tflvklend meetmo. % ■ dhidwtf Oedatets or tula 
oawnutofirelssiievrlmifVlifofMts InoJWars.re-OTnOTl rate retW^lon totuwta^on. 
n - new Issue in the proa 52 weeks. The hffjh-kw range begins *mh me start fflirawg. 
raJ-neit (foyrieUOTfY.p- InttW *ridend,anm»J rate w*n«*m. P/E ‘PrloMBmliiSffWta. 

0-desed^mi4OT/fund.r'dh^toftddWtomtcrpototopracadln5l2jnwfft^ 

Owidmd. s - stock spiff. DMttend begtos with dole of spffl^SB - Vtes. t - aridCT fo potoU' 
slock in oreemMnq 12 months, esfimotoii cash TOtueOTor^ffon^pr®*^™®*™"*®; 
a-neteW8rirWffttff-traifliwhafl»d.»f-Mtwnki«plcror»gceta»>iff»«ylN^ iwn>fl n aw 

undertheBcm)iniMCYAct,or securities assumed U? such corapa lues. wd-wtwncWrouKd. 

wl - When Issued/ ww - wm warrants. *- m-dMdend or cgt-rtnMs. ffte -w^JsMHiflon. 
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CS Holding to Take 
$ 3.8 Billion Charge 
% As Bad Loans Mount 
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• Cc*re>*^ 6? ChrSk^Fraa Dhpactxx 

ZURICH — CS Holding said Fri- 
{*SJ. it would take a charge of 5:1 
bflhon Swiss francs ($3.81 billion) 
to cover bad loans, joining its major 
Swiss ri vals m preparing For a flood 
of sow loans as the domestic econ- 
omy flounders. 

CS Holding .stud the charge, the 
rngg est taken by a Swiss bank th is 
year, would lead to a net loss of 2.1 
bulion francs this year. The com- 
pany had a net profit of 1.54 billion 
francs last year. 

Separately , the bank holding com- 
pany said it would sell part of its 44.5 
percent stake in Hektrowatt AG, an 
electricity company, as part of a re- 
structuring announced in July. 

CS Holding shares closed un- 
changed af 137 00 francs on the 
Zurich Stock Exchange. Hektrowatt 
shares fell 4 to 525. 

Swiss Bank Corp. and Union 


Bank of Switzerland have already 



its seventh year of stagnation. 

“CS Holding seized die oppor- 
tunity after SBC’s and UBS’s an- 
nouncements," said Christoph 
Bieri, ah analyst at Zuercher Kan- 


Breathi 


9 




r. 


Germany Drops 
Inquiry on Charges 
Against Dainder 

Ccnq&d bf Oar Suf From D O pai J t u 

STUTTGART — Prosecu- 
tors said Friday the/ had 
dnopped*an investigation of 
chaiges that top managers of 
Daimler-Benz AG deliberately 
misled investors about die com- 
pany's financial condition in 
1995. 

“The investigation did not 
confirm the accusation of de- 
liberate false presentation of die 
financial condition of the com- 
pany," die Stuttgart prosecu- 
tor’s office said. The dr 

had been filed by a shareh 
against executives indr 

the company's former • , 

Edzard Reuter; its current chief 
executive, Juergen Schrempp, 
and its chief financial officer, 
Manfred Gentz. 

they were accused of having 
led shareholders to expect a 
pr ofit f or 1995. Instead, Daimler 
‘ ' a net loss of 5.7 billion 
: marts ($3.66 Mlion). 
(Bloomberg, AFX) 


trmdbank. “If CS had been more 
hesitant, the charges would just have 
piled up next year." 

UBS said it would take a total of 
4.4 billion francs in charges this 
year, after SBC’s announcement of 
a 3.3 billion-franc charge. 

Since 1989, Swiss banks have h ad - 
to put aside a total of 25 billion francs 
for losses on Swiss loans and real 
estate, according to a recent study by 
Hans Kaufrnann, an economist at 
Bank Julius Baer & Co. in Zurich. 

The size and number of losses 
could rise next year as-xnore Swiss 
companies go out of business. So far 
this year, 3,880 companies have 
gone out of business, 9.6 percent 
more than in die first 1 1 months of 
1995. The economy is expected to 
grow about 0.5 percent next year, 
after an expected contraction of 0.7 
percent this year. 

CS Holding said it would reduce 
its stake in Watt AG, the electricity 
unit socra to be spun off from 
Hektrowatt, to 15 percent from 44.5 
percent ft said it would sell its 
to a group of Swiss and German 
companies that would make an offer 
for all of Watt AG after the spin-off. 

The sale of die Watt stake will 
result in a book profit of about 1 
billion francs, which will help pay for 
a reorganization and the streamlining 
of the company, CS Holding said. 

CS Holding said in July it would 
take a charge of about 1 billion 
francs this year to reorganize, 
streamline various units and elim- 
inate 5,000 jobs worldwide. 

CS Holding said Friday it expec- 
ted a 1996 profit before one-time 
charges of LSb&Uian francs, about 17 
percent higher than 1995. That profit 
figure facades a regular 12 billion 
franc charge for 1996 loan losses. 
The other 3.9 billkm francs of the 5.1 
bStion francs in total charges rep- 
resents extraordinary items. 

CS Holding also said it planned to 
keep its dividend steady at 4 francs a 
share. (Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Prodi Considers a Minibudget 

Italy May Need Extra Spending Cuts to Join EMU 


*)ftr SttffFirw* DapWchtt 

ROME — Prime Minister Romano Prodi hinted 
Friday that Italy may need to introduce a supple- 
mentary budget based on spending cuts early next 
year to meet the conditions for joining the single 
European currency. 

Mr. Prodi said he would not know whether such an 
emergency budget would be needed until govern- 
ment accountants issued a report in late February on 
the country's deficit The Maastricht treaty on Euro- 
pean unity requires countries joining the single cur- 
rency to have a deficit of no more than 3 percent of 
gross domestic product. 

Italy's 1997 budget, now before the lower house of 
Parliament for final approval, is designed to cut next 
year’s deficit by 62.5 trillion lire (S40.85 billion). But 
Mr. Prodi acknowledged that the measures would not 
quite meet the single-currency target. 

Many economists and the opposition say a sup- 
plementary budget will be inevitable. The current 
budget plan has been criticized as relying too heavily 
on revenue-raising measures, including an unpopular 
one-time “Euro tax." Mr. Prodi said the cabinet had 
decided that a possible minibudget “must touch only 
reductions in spending." 

Mr. Prodi reiterated his government’s determi- 
nation to meet the Maastricht targets next year to 
ensure Italy's participation in Europe’s economic and 


monetary union from its beginning in 1999. 

“I’ve based die entire strategy of my government on 
that,” he said at a news conference, adding that Italy was 
essential to the success of the currency union. 

“EMU cannot be bom without Italy." he said. 

Mr. Prodi said a continued decline m interest rates 
would reduce die size of any eventual emergency 
budget, adding that declining rates had already cut 
next year’s projected spending by 7 trillion lire. 

“If it is needed, it wall be much less than some of 
the numbers that have been thrown around in Italy," 
he said. “The International Monetary Fund men- 
tioned that 14 trillion lire may be needed. 

“What I can guarantee is that if the maneuver is 
necess 
and not . 

Mr. Prodi ruled out cuts in pension spending, but 
he warned that Italians should no longer count on 
early retirement and said the qualifying age for 
pensions should be raised. 

“In the face of restricted resources, we should 
raise the working age,” Mr. Prodi said. “We can no 
longer continue with early pensions." 

The government’s goal is to get the deficit down to 3 
percent of gross domestic product from 6.6 percent this 
year and thus hit five main target for qualifying for the 
single European currency, due to be introduced in 
1 999. 1 Reuters, Bridge News. Bloomberg) 


guarani 

ssary, it will be done solely with cuts to spending 
lot from higher taxes." 


Bonn Sees 4 Million Jobless in ’97 


Ca^AsIbrOwS^FmDapetcha 

BONN — Unemployment in 
Germany may soar above 4 million 
people next year because hiring re- 
mains depressed even as economic 
growth picks up. Economics Min- 
ister Gaemer R exrodr said Friday. 

“Employment will keep falling 
for the time being, and there is a 
great worry that the jobless rolls will 
considerably exceed the 4 million 
mark for a time this winter," Mr. 
Rexrodtsaid 

Some 3.9 million Germans were 


looking for work in November, an 
increase from 3.6 million a year 
earlier. Economists blame high 
payroll costs and inflexible work 
rules for deterring hiring. 

Mr. Rcxrodt also said the econ- 
omy would expand around 1.5 per- 
cent this year, accelerating to a pace 
“clearly above 2 percent" in 1997, 
when Germany must qualify for the 
planned European currency. 

Mr. Rexrodt called for cuts in taxes, 
differentiated wage scales and the 
loosening of restrictions on fixing as 


ways of promoting competitiveness. 
He said the cost of social contributions 
would rise to 41.8 percent of wages in 
1 997 from 40.9 potent this year. 

Separately, Mr. Rexrodt said he 
was confident of reaching a res- 
olution in January of Bonn’s dispute 
with the European Commission over 
state aid for Volkswagen AG. Ger- 
many and the commission have been 
at odds over aid given to Volks- 
wagen by the state of Saxony in 
violation of a commission ruling. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters ) 


Reuters 

FRANKFURT — The Finance 
Ministry unveiled a key change Fri- 
day in the way German debt can be 
traded, bringing it into line with 
international standards and further 
improving the country’s status as a 
leading financial center. 

The Bundesbank said Bonn had 


permitted bond dealers to strip 10- 
and 30-year bonds as of July. This 
means the bond can be split into its 
principal and its coupon. The two 
are then sold separately, the prin- 
cipal as zero-coupon securities. 

Although the government and the 
central bank have considered per- 
mitting bond-stripping for years, the 


currency uni- 
on likely spurred the final decision. 

“Germany did this for Europe," 
said Heinz Gunasekera. bond ana- 
lyst at UBS Ltd. in Frankfurt. 

The step is one of many taken in 
Germany to overhaul the financial 
market arid provide hands-on training 
with new products, analysts said. 
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Very briefly: 


Debt-Trading Rules Altered ‘ for Europe 9 


• British Petroleum Co. and Mobil Corp. said it would cost 
more than expected to merge their European refining and 
lubricants businesses; Mobil said the cost would cut its fourth- 
quarter earnings by $145 million, while BP expects its fourth- 
quarter profit to be cut by $430 million after taxes. 

• The European Commission is ready to dear the Uni world 
telecommunications alliance between AT&T Corp. and the 
Unisource venture involving die major phone companies of 
the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. 

• Spain's cabinet approved the sale of the state's remaining 21 
percent stake in Telefonica de Espana SA; the sale will begin 
in January and is expected to be concluded by Feb. 10. Retail 
shareholders will be given a 4 percent discount and get one 
free share for every 20 shares bought and held for one year. 

• AMEC PLC, a British construction company, agreed to buy 
between 40 percent and 48.6 percent of France’s Spie 
Batignolles SA from Schneider SA; Spie employees will buy 
the remainder. Schneider, a French electronics company, will 
receive 350 million Cranes ($66.6 million) for the electrical 
and construction company and a further 650 million francs for 
a company it jointly owned with Spie. 

• Lonrho PLC said Anglo American Corp. had told it that 
die European Commission had provisionally decided to order 
Anglo American not to exercise the voting rights attached to 
certain Lonrho shares it held. 

• Dassault Aviation SA, the French warplane maker, said 
merger talks the with stale-owned company Aerospatiale 
were on track and that a joint proposal had been given to the 
government outlining their proposed alliance. 

• Britain's Office of National Statistics revised its estimate of 
third-quarter economic growth to 0.7 percent from 0.8 per- 
cent; the annual rate was unchanged at 2.4 percent. 

• Axa SA received clearance from the European Union to 
acquire UAP SA, also a French insurer. Bioomhery. AFX. Reuters 
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N; Japan to Borrow Less and Tax More 

Qj, Economists Criticize Budget as Too Painful for Consumers 



™ C ^ U6 »OwSk^f lema ~ ae . 

-TOKYO — The . ”? ve a government that’s removing 2 

7739 trillion yen a tnUlOD ye® from consumers' pockets 

the next fiscal year £*“8 St out to public 

borrowing, an in the wt >rksprojecis. said Cameron Umetsn. 

a sau« economist at UBS Securities. 

tax rebates ettmiIiat,o n of income- Economists say the elimination of the 

The budget for the . two-year-old income-tax rebates and an 

April 1, equivalent to jncrease m *e consumption tax to 5 

3^«tt^tua-thanrtS^Si llhon ’. ,s P cre ^fr° m 3 percem w5l dampen con- 
KSt SS 8 ' sumer spending and hurt grow*. The 
ydn government estimates that die economy 

will scale bL* wffl expand by 1.9 percent in 1997, hs 

trifllon yen. bond saIes 4 -3 lowest forecast ever. Many economists 

The cabinet w - have predicted even lower growth. 

of Finance proDosJ^7^Mn^ 8ay Slow growth 8150 “cans sluggish tax 

in! additionS^SSi^ r ' 6 S 111011 ^ch may force the govem- 

fiscal. year ??? current ment to increase hs planned bond sales. 

rabiecte.NextvMT^nh^J!!^^ ^ orfcs Other ministries will have a chance to 

£252; 4 _ .. s budget calls for an amend die budget, though few changes 

^^AaTdreJ 1 }^^. speadht &' 8 areexpected, and the cabmetis expected 

to approve the final version Wednesday. 
toCTeasesm gfensespendmg and for- The budget will then be submitted to 

■ ******* in January. 

roffrrno nUrt ? an ^ Japan is With public works spending set to 

grow 1 -^percent, to 9J4^ion yen, 
recovery led by private (temand, and you some economists said die government 


*at starts 

Ap^Lequxvalent to $680.65 biffion, is 
3percent higher than the cnnem year’s 

^S^? h0pcstoraise5tr ^™ 

yen throu^i those tax measures, and 
scale back new bond sales by 43 
trShon yen. * 

jTbe cabinet also approved a Ministry 
ofFmance proposal for 3.6 trillion yen 
m, additional spending for the current 
fisralycOT, mostly for public works 
projects. Next year’s budget calls for an 
increase m public-works mending, a 
move that drew fire from econonSts. 
Increases m defense spending and for- 
eign aid win be smaller than 1 *^ 

“It’s home that the Bank of Japan is 
talking about the need for an economic 

recovery led by private demand, and you 


had failed to make a sufficient effort 10 
cut spending. 

* ‘Although Prime Minister Hashimo- 
to has advocated overall reform of Ja- 
pan’s economic structure, next year's 
budget doesn’t show any sign of de- 
parture from Japan’s old-style budget,” 
said Kunitame Isaki, an economist at 
Yamaichi Research Institute. "Without 
trimming spending, the government has 
chosen to boost revenues by raising the 
taxpayers' burden.” 

The government plans to sell 16.7 
trillion yen in new bonds, 43 trillion yen 
less than die record-high sales this year. 

Outstanding government debt will 
amount to 254 trillion yen in March 
1998, the government estimates. Interest 
payments on the debt will increase by 2.6 
percent, to 16.8 trillion yen next year. 

On Thursday, the cabinet approved 
the government’s target to reduce Ja- 
pan’s annual fiscal deficit to 3 percent of 
gross domestic product or lower by 2005. 
down from this 7.4 percent this' year. 

(Bloomberg. AFP) 


Toyota Considers Letting En gines Fly 


By Andrew Pollack 

■ New Tort Times Service 

TOKYO — Will Toyota ’s next mod- 
el have wings? 

Toyota Motor Corp. is considering 
entering the aircraft engine bu si nes s and 
possibly making small planes as well, 
Hiroshi Okuda, the company’s pres- 
ident, said Thursday. But he also said 
there was no firm plan for it to do so. 

Toyota and its American partner, 
Hamilton Standard Co., a division of 
United Technologies Corp., received 
permission this week from theU.S. Fed- 
eral Aviation Administration to man - 
ufacture an aircraft engine they have 


been jointly developing for many years. 
The engine, which could power a four- 
seat propeller plane, is based on the 4- 
liter v-8 engine used in the luxury mod- 
el of Toyota’s Lexus car. 

Kyodo news service, quoting uniden- 
tified industry officials, reported 
Thursday that Toyota would invest 
neatly $1 billioa to set up a U3. sub- 
sidiary to make a four-seat air cra ft . 

But Mr. Okuda. in a brief telephone 
conversation, said die company had “no 
such plan” now. Toyota, he said, would 
probably first gp into die aircraft-engine 
business, but even that was not definite. 

In what might be a model for die 
aircraft business, Toyota said this week 


that it would enter the motorboat busi- 
ness in Japan, selling diesel and gasoline 
boat engines based on its auto engines. 

The small-aircraft business, once 
stagnant, has grown in the United Stares 
since a law was enacted in 1994 re- 
ducing the risk to manufacturers of 
product-liability lawsuits. 

■ Astra to Raise Toyota Output 

PT Astra International plans to expand 
its capacity for Toyota car assembly. 
Agence Frunce-Presse reported Friday 
from Jakarta. The company will raise 
output to 150.000 vehicles annually by 
2000 from 100,000 now, Theodore 
Rachmat, president of FT Astra, said. 


Suharto Forces 
The Rich to Give 


Reuters 

JAKARTA — President Suharto, in a decree released 
Friday, ordered wealthy Indonesian individuals and 
companies to donate 2 "percent of their profits to the 
poor. 

In the order, dated Dec. 4. Mr. Suharto said individuals 
and companies with net annual earnings of over 100 
million rupiah ($42,500) must make the donations. The 
order was effective for the current 1996 tax year. 

Christianto Wibisono. director of the Indonesian Busi- 
ness Data Center, said more than 2 J ,000 individuals and 
companies would be affected. 

“This is an additional tax for rich people,” be said, 
adding it was ”a political charity.” 

In September, Mr. Suharto asked Indonesia's wealthy 
citizens why half of those in the upper income bracket 
had ignored a government appeal to donate 2 percent of 
their profits to alleviate poverty. 

Mr. Wibisono said the director-general of Indonesia's 
tax authority, who also holds a senior position in the 
charitable foundation that receives the money, then wrote 
to 5,000 taxpayers who had nor complied with the 
request, asking them to forward the money. 

While it was not immediately clear how the decree 
would be enforced, Mr. Wibisono said be expected most 
local taxpayers to comply voluntarily. 

“Most local people will comply, only the multina- 
tionals will argue,” be said. * ‘People say it is better not to 
argue with the government as you will be considered 
opposition. This has become a political issue, and you 
will be considered disloyal.” 

In 1995, the government made a similar appeal for 
donations to its poverty-alleviation program, but it said 
companies and individuals “can help' ' the poor, whereas 
this year the words “must give” were used. 

More than 25 million people officially live below the 
poverty line in Indonesia, where the minimum wage as 
decreed by the government is less than $2 a day. 

[Separately, Mr. Suharto told Indonesian industrialists 
on Friday not to be discouraged by the country's growing 
trade deficit. The Associated Press reported. 

[Indonesia's trade deficit has grown from $23 billion 
in 1993 to $6.8 billion last year. The figure this year is 
expected to be S8.7 billion. 

[“The fact, however, should not discourage us from 
facing world trade liberalization.” Mr. Suharto said at a 
meeting of the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry.] 


Gopper and Steel Businesses Hurt Profit at Broken Hill 


MELBOURNE — Broken 
HOI Pty., a steel and natural- 
resources company, said a 
strong Australian dollar and 
reduced copper and steel 
prices helped drive down its 
first-half net profit by 10 per- 
cent. 

The situation is not likely 
to change soon, said BHP’s 
managing director, John 


Prescott. He predicted that the 
currency would remain near 
ament levels , and said cap- 
per prices were likely to re- 
main volatile, while steel 
would be “under pressure.’ ' 

Profit for the six months to 
Nov. 30 fell to 790 minion 
Australian dollars ($627.1 mfl- 
lion). The result includes a one- 
time gains totaling 189 million 
dollars. Revenue rose 103 per- 


cent, to 103 billion dollars. 

BHP is (me of several Aus- 
tralian resources companies 
that have been hit by lower 
commodity prices and the 
higher currency. A higher 
Australian dollar reduces the 
returns to such companies, 
which price most of their 
products in U.S. dollars. 

Shares in BHP shares rose 
43 cents, to 17.48 dollars, as 


rising oil prices overshadowed 
die disappointing result. 

BHP Copper’s operating 
profit after tax fell 32 percent, 
to 217 million dollars. 

The average price for BHP 
copper shipments in the half 
year . was 98 U.S. cents a 
pound, compared with $139 
a pound in die same half last 
year. Copper prices plunged 
in the half after Sumitomo 


Corp. of Japan, the world’s 
largest copper buyer, said its 
chief trader hn/f amassed 
losses of nearly $2 billion. 

But BHP Copper benefited 
from a recent rise in tbe price 
of copper and a cut of seven 
US. cents per pound in its 
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North American operating 
costs. The U.S. copper oper- 
ations, acquinsd in January 
with the $2.4 billion purchase 
of Magma Copper Co., swung 
back into profit in the second 
quarter, Mr. Prescott said. 

(Bloomberg. Reuters) 


Very briefly: 

• China Northwest Airlines and China Aviation Supplies 
Corp. signed a $300 million agreement to buy 30 A -320 
aircraft from Airbus Industrie for delivery beginning in 
2000. the Xinhua news agency reported. 

• Malaysia’s prime minister. Mahathir bin Mohamad, said 
the 18-member .Asia -Pacific Economic Cooperation forum 
could become unwieldy if India and several other applicants 
gained admission to the group. 

• Oung Da-ming, a Taiwan billionaire who heads Hualon 
Croup, a textile and electronics concern, was sentenced to 
four years in prison over a stock-manipulation scheme that 
triggered large defaults on share transactions in 1994. 

• Honda Motor Co. said it had developed the first human- 
shaped robot, after 10 years of research. It said the battery- 
powered robot could move without detailed walking in- 
structions and could perform basic manual tasks. 

• Nippon Oil Co. agreed to acquire Repsol SA’s 5 percent 
stake in the Magnus oil field in the North Sea. The price was 
not disclosed 

• DSM NV of the Netherlands said its DSM Resins unit would 
buy BASF AG’s 50 percent stake in Jinltng Petrochemical 
Co., their joint venture in China. 

• LG Semi am Co. and Hitachi Ltd. scrapped a plan to build 
a $1 .25 billion semiconductor plant in Malaysia, citing slump- 
ing computer-chip prices and what it called inadequate in- 
centives offered by the Malaysian government. 

• Mitsubishi Motors Corp. forecast domestic sales would 
rise 5 percent in 1997 from 1996. to 800.000 vehicles. 

• Tbe Philippines predicted its gross domestic product would 

grow by between 7. 1 percent and 7.8 percent in 1997. powered 
by lower borrowing costs and an expansion in agricultural and 
industrial output. Reuters. AFP. AFX. Bloomberg 
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Successful Alliances 
and Higher Earnings. 


The Board of Directors of Sodexho met under the 
-chairmanship of Pierre Bellon to close the accounts 
for the year ended August 31, 1996. 

1- ALLIANCES 

On February 1, 1995, the alliance with Gardner Merchant 
made the Sodexho Group the world's largest contract food 
- services group. 

On January 1 19%, the alliance with Partena. Sweden's 
leading management services company, strengthened our 
position in the Nordic countries. 

In February 1996. we acquired an equity interest in 
Cheque Cardapio, Brazil's third largest service voucher 
issuer, which we now manage. 

n - BUSINESS PERFORMANCE 

Jncludrac Pane na, the number of Sodexho operations 
rose from 11302 to 13512 during the year, while the number 
of employees rose from 115,669 to 141.118. 

The rear also saw the award of a large number of new contracts; 
Food and Management Services: Cogeraa in Velizy and the 
National Football Technical Center in Clairefomaine. 
near Paris, in France; the Royal Navy Training Centre and 
Victoria Hospital in Glasgow, in the UK; the f Boston 
Museum of Science and the National bamfeof Heatth ra 
Washington DC. in the United States; the RTL TV! tele- 
vision channel in Brussels. Belgium; SiemetK m Dresden 
Germany: Nokia headquarters in Finland; SAAB 
Automobile near Goteborg, Sweden; the Olympic Stadium 

mSvdnev, Australia. . . , . .. , 

Remote Site Management a contract with the Mmatiy of 
Health for the management of seven hospitals in the 
Suhanate of Oman; the Forcados oil terminal for ^>'8 U 
Oflshore m Niaeria; the five-year renewal of the Chevron 

SSSaffU Be— Turkey. 
Coa Cola in Venezuela: Hertz and L’Oreal in Chile. 
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HI - FINANCIAL RESULTS 

Over the year, consolidated revenues increased by 
36% to FRF 24,961 .020,000, broken down as follows: 

• Consolidation of Gardner Merchant over 12 months 24 % 

• Organic growth 1 1 % 

• Acquisitions, other than Gardner Merchant 1 % 

• Currency effect 0 % 

Revenues by geographic area 

*fOO / *S» / OCLWW 7 V 
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Operating income rose by 50 % to FRF 1 .12S.609.Ci00. 

Consolidated net income less minority interests totalled 
FRF 684,9261)00. Of this, consolidated net income before 
non-recurring items less minority interests amounted 10 
FRF 401,276.000, a 41 % increase from the previous 
year’s FRF 284.412,000. 

Following tbe exercise of warrants issued in 1991, the 
number of shares in issue has increased by 5 %, while 
earnings per share before non-recurring items increased 
by J4 % to FRF 54.44 as of August 31. 1996 from FRF 40,66 
the year before. 

The Board will ask shareholders to approve an increase 
in the dividend per share from FRF 22.00 to FRF 26.00 
net of (ax credit. The proposed payment amounts to 
FRF 191 ,650.940. corresponding to 48 % of consolidated net 
income before non-reccuning items less minority interests. 

IV -OUTLOOK 

The Board of Directors discussed the Group's future 
prospects, which remain favourable. 

Pierre Bellon indicated that, based on currently 
available data and assuming constant exchange rates, conso- 
lidated net income before exceptional items less minority 
interests should reach FRF 500 million in fiscal 1997. This 
would represent growth of 25 %, with earnings per share 
ginning 23 %. 

Our independence, our global reach, the quality uf our 
teams, and our excellent financial position ail provide us with 
important competitive advantage in the global market place. 


^odexho 

CairrtiK arrJ Services 
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cot ,,aa : Raphael DUBRULE - Corporate Secretary 
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International Foreign Exchange Corporation 

THE RELIABLE PARTNER 

SEE US ON NBC TEXT PAGES 355 & 356 
Discounted commissions - 24 hour trading desk 
Internet site; www.ifexco.ch - Reuters page IFEX 

86 bis routs de Fromortex - 1208 Geneva - Switzerland 
Tel (41) 22 849 7411 - 24hr (41) 22 &49 7440 • Fax (41) 22 700 1913 


INSTRACORP 

A US Public Company, NASD Bulletin Board IN SC 

INSTRACORP acquired ibe worid-wkle rights to an traenutwnaity 
patente d unique Needle impulse Generator (NIG.) in tbe form of a 
small module which, when installed in any dcctrical appliance, wflj 
save 30 ro 80fc on electrical consumption without effecting the 
unit's output or performance. Already several major industrial 
groups are ne go tia t i n g the integration of the NIG in thdr products. 
Independent labs and research institutions in tbe US, Germany and 
d&ewbcre attested ibr NJG's performance. INSTRACORP appointed 
Amines SA.RJL as underwriters for their new issue erf 8.000.000 
common shares, $ 0.00 1 par value. Reg $ with two years restriction, 
and Amino: is offering to noa 15 citizens or residents, on “firs come 
first serve basis' such shares at the following prices: First 2,000,000 
shares at $ 3 0(Vsharr, second 2.000,000 shares at $ 5.00/sbare, thin) 
2,000,000 shares at $ TDO/share and last 2.000.000 shares at $9.00 
share. Minimum subscription is 10.000 shares. Please contact: 

Aminex SA.R.L. 

Td.: +4122-78^-5757 - Fax: 787- 5758 
Geneva, Switzerland 


SUCCESSFUL FUTURES MARKETS 
PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 
HIGH RETURN LIMITED RISK. 

NO MINIMUM PERIOD OF INVESTMENT 
PROVEN TRACK RECORDS 
ASK FOR A BROCHURE FREE OF CHARGE IN 
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GOLD HILL SERVICES SA 
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Finding the right investment 
adviser takes time. 

It’s never too late to talk 
to a Swiss banker. 

We understand your needs for privacy, 
security and performance. 

For detailed information, please contact us now: 

■Sr 0041-1-267 54 79 Fax 0041-1-267 54 82 

Name, First Name; 

Address: ' ' - 

Town, Country; ✓. • " 

Tel: • 
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REHDER & PARTNER AG, ZUG - Switzerland 

SENNWEIDSTRASSE 43 - 6*13 STEIN HAUSEN 


FOREX 


Managed Accounts j 

Please contact: I 

= Martin Gloor, Tel.: 0041 41 740 00 22 - Fax: 004 1 41 740 0029 s=A 

Your 'one stop' T e - ' ' 

]_,2LLnCO 


Futures, Options 
& Forex markets 
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Visions of Dividends Dance in Their Heads: Financial Gifts for Kids 
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By Aline Sullivan 
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FINANCIAL GIFT is un- 
likely to win more than a po- 
lite thank you from a child or 
grandchild this season. But 
long after the dolls and trains have 
relegated to the attic, your gift could be 
.paying handsome dividends. 

‘ . Stocks, bonds and shares in mutual 
Ifunds can be surprisingly affordable 
when purchased for a chil d. Brokers and 
'fund managers are often w illing 
• to cut commission charges on 
l custodial account transactions 
'for existing clients and many 
'have recently lowered their 
.entry-level thresholds. Far as 
: little as $25 a month, you can 
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robust returns than they've enjoyed in 
recent years,” warned Gordon Fines, an 
IDS portfolio manager, in a recent note 
to clients. 

Investors in die IDS fund participate 
in the American Express “Kids, Parents 
and Money” program. That entitles 
them to the storybook “Kate and 
Kenny’s Marvelous Money Adven- 
ture” a quarterly newsletter and an 
activity guide with suggestions on how 
to save and invest money. 

Parents worried that they will by 
tempted to tap their child’s sav- 
ings should consider the 2 Oth 
Century Giftrust Investors 
fund. Shares in the $846.7 mil- 
lion aggressive growth fund 
can only be bought as a gift and 
must be held for at least 10 
years. Its assets are divided almost 
equally among the U.S. services, health 
and technology sectors. 

• Like the IDS fund, the Giftrust fund 
rates five stars overa 10-year period by the 
Chicago-based fund-monitoring concern 
Mommgstar Inc., the top possible rating. 
Its performance this year is unimpressive. 
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In de ed , today’s bull markets m ea n 
■that making a small contribution each 
'' month to a mutual fund is the best way to 
btrild a child’s savings. Lump qm« in- 
vested now are at nsk if the markets 
tumble, financial advisers warn. By in- 
vesting a fixed amount of money reg- however Up only 437 percent, it nails the 
ulariy the donor will automatically buy S&P 500 by 21 .06 percentage points. But 

it has outperformed the index for eight of 
the past 10 years. 

If the IDS and Giftrust funds are 
aimed at parents, grandparents and oth- 
ers baying for children, the Stein Roe 
Young Investor Fund is targeted more at 
the beneficiary. Of course, most chil- 
dren would rather have a Power Ranger 
or this year’s favorite. Tickling JSlmo. 


-■# 

f 


r*; 

ir 


.more shares when the fund’s shar e price 
| is low and fewer when it is hi gh. 
However you choose to distribute it, 
there is certainly no shortage of appro- 
priate long-term growth funds willing to 
• take your money. At least five are dir- 
ected at investors buying for childre n 
The granddaddy of this group is the 
’ American Express IDS New Dimensions 
Funds, with a 28-year track record and 
$8.5 billion in assets under management. 
The fund invests, via the. company’s 
Growth Trends Portfolio, in U.S. compa- 
nies with a history of continuous growth 
-and in the technology sector. It has out- 
performed the Standard & Poor’s 500 
sflfcx in six of the past 10 years and is up 
‘2837 percent this year, putting it 2.94 
percentage points ahead of foe S&P 500 
. Of course, past performance is no 
.guide to the future. Weakening cor- 
porate earnings and a possible rise in 
U.S. interest rates next year should 
-make it more difficult for fund man- 
agers to generate impressive results. 

“Longer term, I think the fundament- 
als remain favorable, but I suspect in- 
vestors will have to be content with less 
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ITT ERIK GUSTAFSON, man- 
of the $210.9 million fund, 
ns dial at least 65 percent of 
its holdings are in companies familiar to 
children, which should make investing 
interesting. These include Intel Carp., 
Johnson & Johnson, McDonald’s Corp. 
and Microsoft Corp.. The fund also 
sends shareholders a variety of edu- 
cational materials, be said. 

“We want to stimulate interest in in- 
vesting among young people,” said Mr. 
Gustafton. “But we also try to buy the 
best companies run by the best managers. 
I want a 15 percent return on equity and 
the potential for die stock to double in a 
three- to four-year market cycle.” 

So far, he seems to be in luck. The 
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For New Homebuyers, 
Offer a Down Payment 

Give Them a Boost on the Real Estate Ladder 


By Judith Rebak 
and Digby Lamer 
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HOPPING FOR a big-ticket 
Christmas gift for the young 
adults in your family? You 
might want to consider a down 
. nr on a home. 

Britain, parents often help their 
ring get started on the real estate 
r, usually by giving diem the de- 
posit for their first homes. But this has 
■more to do with family loyalty than 
financial prudence. 

In the united States, the practice of 
parents and relatives kicking in the cadi 
for first-time buyers of a residence is 
long-established. In 1995, about II per- 
cent of mortgages for new buyers in the 
United States were funded by parents or 
other family members, according to a 
survey by foe Chicago Title & Trust Co. 

A major factor m tbe “gifting” of 
cash for a first home is that while most 
young couples and individuals can keep 
up vnth monthly mortgage payments, 
'many cannot manage to amass the cash 
■ for a down payment 

“Young people just aren’t sa 
-money,” said Jean Rothman, 
the consumer division at Universal 
.lading Corp-, a Denver mortgage 
tanker. “We see people all the time 
who have great income, but no savings 
- hKwmw they already have so much out- 
standing debt, mostly on credit cards.” 

■ How much a down payment on a 
home for Christmas will cost varies 
widely, depending on local real estate 
markets and other factors, such as 
.‘whether the prospective owners want a 
"bungalow or have grander aspirations. 

* Figures from die Federal Housmg 
Finance Board, which surveys die con- 
-ventional, nongovernment loan industry 
around foe United States, show that the 
-average purchase price for a U.S. borne 
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in 1995 was $156,800. with 213- per- 
cent, or $36,800, constituting die down 
payment Not included in these statistics 
are mortgages issued by the Federal 
Housing Administration. Its require- 
ments for a down payment can be as low 
as 3 percent of the purchase price. 

As with any generous financial gift, 
there are also practical considerations. 
For the giver whose estate exceeds the 
U.S. tax-free ceiling of $600,000, a gift 
of die maximum $10,000 per individual 
($20,000 for a couple) is a legitimate 
way of saving their heirs a big tax bite. 
For the prospective home owner, a gift 
of up to $10,000 from each individual 
giver is tax-free. 

In Britain, however, such gifts cany 
few tax breaks. Parents can reduce die 
prospective death duties on their wealth 
by giving away any amount of cash to 
their children. Yet this is true for any 
financial gift, not only money used to 
buy property. Provided die parent lives 
for at least seven years after the gift is 
made, this amount is excluded from any 
inheritance tax bilL 

T HEN IT COMES to paying for 

1/1/ their child’s mortgage loan, 

▼ ▼ British parents get no tax ben- 
efits at all. said Paul Franklin, a spokes- ‘ 
man for the British tax office. 

“If you have a mortgage on your 
main home you are entitled to tax relief 
on die loan interest,” he said. “Raising 
a loan to buy a prop erty for someone 
else, even within die family, excludes 
you from this benefit.” 

The same is true if the parents do not 
have a mortgage themselves. Mr. Frank- 
lin said that foe children would only be 
entitled to foe mortgage relief if foe 
mortgage was in their own name and the 
parents gave them die cash each month 
to make foe payment. 

The Halifax Building Society, which 
is Britain’s largest mortgage lender, re- 



two-year-old fund, which is not yet rated 
by Momingstar, is up 36.96 percent this 
year, following a 39.79 rise last year . 
Participating in this success does not 
come cheap, however. The minimum 
entry is $1,000 for custodial accounts. 

The newest contender in this group is 
the AIG Children’s World Fund. The 
fund was started in November 1995 
with the guarantee of at least the return 
of a shareholder's original investment at 
maturity (Nov. 15. 2005) as long as 
dividends are reinvested. Obviously, 
shareholders will be hoping for more 
than that, which is why the fond invests 
in a globally diversified portfolio of 
equity securities. 

This global scope sets the AIG fund 
apart from the others and arguably 
makes it the better bet ahead of a pos- 
sible downturn in U.S. markets. More 
than 93 percent of the assets of the IDS, 
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Giftnist and Stein Roe funds are 
vested domestically. 

In Britain, foe £28.8 million (548 
million) Invesco Rupert Children’s 
Fund, which features Rupert Bear, a 
favorite with children for mare than 70 
years, confines its investments to shares 
in companies listed in the Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange 100 Index. Its 
performance has been respectable but 
hardly stellar: up 12.1 percent in the 
year to Dec. 1 and 92 percent since its 
inception in 1988. 

"We are looking for long-term, sus- 
tainable growth,” said the fund manager 
Ton Mann in London. “When foe child 
reaches the age of 18. he or she can 
wove on to products that are more ex- 
citing.” 

Presumably, the hand puppets and 
stuffed animals sent to shareholders will 
have lost their appeal by then. 


The toys and literature are a nice 
touch and provide foe buyer something 
to put under foe tree. But there is little 
else to distinguish most of these funds 
from their adult counterparts. 

I NDEED. INVESTORS buying on 
behalf of children should consider 
taking on more risk in exchange for 
foe prospect of greater reward, some 
financial advisors said. Emerging-mar- 
ket funds can make super presents, for 
example. 

“You should be looking at high-risks 
thresholds because there is plenty of 
time for foe investment to crystallize.” 
said Jeremy Batstone, head of research 
at NatWest Private Client Stockbrokers 
in London. He advised buying shares in 
Bailie Gifford's Scottish Mongage 
Fund, which is managed more aggress- 
ively than its name suggests. Investors 
can gain exposure to the fund’s wide 
geographical spread for as little as £30 a 
month. 

Of course, no one wants to be the 
uncle who bought foe dud fund. Fi- 
nancial advisors generally recommend 
global or regional emerging-market 
funds over those that focus on a single 
country. 

Funds, like almost everything else 
that can be bought during this season, 
can go cm sale in the New Year. But for 
foe rest of this month. Charles Schwab 
& Co. is allowing investors to buy 
stocks, bonds or mutual-fund shares 
electronically for custodial accounts, 
free of any transaction or commission 
charges. The offer applies only to one 
purchase of up to $10,000. 

Smith Barney Mutual Funds has cut 
its entiy threshold for custodial ac- 
counts to just $250. payable up front or 
in 10 monthly segments. The accounts 
must be invested in foe Smith Barney 
Concert Series: five investment port- 
folios that are derived from a mix of up 
to 10 Smith Barney funds. 

For young investors who want to 
keep an eye on their assets. Smith 
Barney also provides an activity board 
or a magazine, depending on the age of 
the child. 

Stocks can make great stocking 
stuffers. particularly if the child is fa- 
miliar with the company. Certainly, 
they are easier to understand than funds. 


They also come with perks: for ex- 
ample. Walt Disney Co. discounts 
memberships to its Magic Kingdom 
Club Gold Card Program while Wm. 
Wrigley Jr. Co. sends shareholders free 
packs of chewing gum. 

Easiest of all to grasp are savings 
accounts. Most hanks offer accounts for 
children that require only a notional 
deposit and charge no fees. As with 
stocks and shares in mutual funds, there 
are plenty of incentives to lure young 
customers. 

In many countries, parents and grand- 
parents making financial gifts also re- 
ceive a perk: They reduce their taxable 
estates. In the United States, they can 
give a child $ 10,000 a year tax-free. For 
foe children, ihe first $600 in unearned 
income is tax free and foe next 5600 is 
taxed at the child's rate of 15 percent. 
Above $1,200. the child pays foe par- 
ent's rate. 

For information about Charles 
Schwab & Co., call SI 6 596 450/ or. in 
the United States, 1 300435 4000. 

For information about AIG Chil- 
dren's Fund . call / 302 761 3560 or. in 
the United States, I 300 862 3084. In- 
vestors must have a US. taxpayer iden- 
tification number. 

For information about American Ex- 
press IDS New Dimensions Fund, call I 
612 67 1 3131. or, in the United Slates. I 
800 986 9598. 

For information about Invesco 
Rupert Children's Fund, call 44/7/7 
626 3434. or. in Britain. 0800 0/0 333. 

For information about Smith Barney 
Mutual Funds, call l 212 586 5505. 1 
305 376 8500 or. in the United Stales, l 
800 327 6748. Investors must have a 
U.S. taxpayer identification number. 

For information about the Stein Roc 
Young Investor Fund, call 1 312 368 
7800. or. in the United States. I S00 33S 
2550. Investors must have a US. tax- 
payer identification number. 

For information about Twentieth 
Century's Giftrust Investors, call l 8/6 
340 7010, or. in the United States. 1 800 
345 202/. Investors must have a U.S. 
taxpayer identification number. 

Investors who are not American cit- 
izens or residents can apply for a U.S. 
taxpayer identification number on form 
W-7, which is available from U.S. em- 
bassies and consulates. 
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cenfly did research to see whether Brit- 
ish parents could be encouraged to help 
their children with mortgage financing. 

“The idea was to launch some kind of 
savings plan funded by parents that 
could eventually be converted to a mort- 
gage,” said David Nicholson of Hal- 
ifax. “This could then be funded by 
either the children or the parents.” 

“What we were told, in no uncertain 
terms, was that parents reckoned they'd 
paid enough bringing their kids up and 
that it was about tune they stood cm their 
own two feet,” he added. 

M R. NICHOLSON said that 
elsewhere in Europe, parents 
were even less likely to help 
children with mortgages. 

“In Germany and France, especially, 
because of foe lower percentage of 
home owners compared to renters, such 
schemes are unheard of,” he said. 

in France, as in Britain, there are a few 
tax breaks on financial gifts but no in- 
centives for parents to Kelp children buy 
their first home, said Jonathan Mullen, a 
spokesman for Banque Paribas in Paris. 

If you want to snare your largesse 
with a couple planning to be married, 
you might want to make your Christmas 
gift foe first big payment in a Bridal 
Registry Account Under this new plan, 
offered by a growing number of non- 
government lenders in the United 
States, as well as the FHA. the down 
payment for a home is funded by casb 
contributions from families and wed- 
ding guests as gifts. 


Mining for International Stock Gems 


I F YOU DO NOT OWN shares in 
foreign companies, you are mak- 
ing a big mistake. International 
stocks actually reduce foe risk in 
your portfolio. 

How large should your foreign 
chunk be? About one-quarter of your 
holdings is a good rule. If that sounds 
high, remember that the U.S. economy 
represents only about one-third of 
world output. Many investors, 
however, own a far smaller proportion 
of overseas is- 
sues — if they 
own any at all. 

That is a shame 

because it has never been easier to 
internationalize. 

My strong preference is to buy mu- 
tual funds rather than individual 
stocks: analyzing companies is dif- 
ficult in many markets. 

You can buy broadly diversified 
funds, which own slocks from dozens 
of countries; small -company funds; 
value funds, which concentrate on 
overlooked stocks: regional funds; in- 
dividual-country funds, many of 
which come in foe closed-end variety; 
diversified emerging-market funds, 
which hold shares in many developing 
countries; and international hybrid 
funds like foe highly regarded SoGen 
International and Merrill Lynch Glob- 
al Allocation, which own a mix of 
stocks, bonds and cash. 

Another trend in global funds is that 
annual expenses charged to shareholders 
are declining. Far example. Harbor In- 
ternational, which earns Momingstar’ s 
highest ranking, five stars, had an ex- 
pense ratio last year of only 1.04 percent, 
compared with 1.40 percent in 1990. 

In fact, international funds provide 
such an embarrassment of riches these 
days that they are hard to select. 

How to choose? A new analysis, 
published last week by Momingstar ( 1 
312 696 6000), provides some clues. 
The best funds in recent years, research 
found, were those with “value-based 
investing styles, low portfolio turnover, 
below-average expenses, and longer- 


than-average manager tenure. ’ ’ 

Value stocks are ones that appear to 
be bargains, as indicated, for instance, 
by relatively low stock prices, com- 
pared with a given company’s earn- 
ings. This price-to-eamings ratio 
shows how many times a company’s 
annual earnings investors are willing 
to pay to buy its stock. 

My own favorite among U.S. -based 
international value funds is Tweedy. 
Browne Globa) Value. Tweedy ‘s U.S. 
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holdings amount to 14 percent of its 
portfolio, according to John Spears, 
the fund's co-manager. Japan is 16 
percent. Switzerland 14 percent, 
France 8 percent. 

Tweedy, Browne, a venerable U.S. 
firm with ties going back to the in- 
vestment philosopher Beniamin Gra- 
ham (mentor to Warren Buffett), picks 
companies, not countries. Some of its 
stocks are decidedly obscure: Kone, 
for example, a Finnish elevator com- 
pany. What they have in common is 
value — an average price-to-eamings 
ratio that is 25 percent below that of 
foe international-stock universe. 

Market timing — that is, guessing 
whether shares are headed up or down 
in foe near future — is essentially 
impossible. So funds that keep 
turnover low do not run foe risk of 
selling out at foe bottom. Also, low 
turnover means low brokerage costs. 

Colonial Newport Tiger is a stellar 
fund with a turnover of only 4 percent 
last year and 8 percent the year before 
(compared with about 100 percent for 
a typical U.S. fund). Despite political 
uncertainty, the fund has had the cour- 
age to keep its Hong Kong stocks, 
which constitute 53 percent of its port- 
folio. with 28 percent in Singapore and 
13 percent Malaysia. 

Longevity may be a necessity for 
international-fund managers. It is a 
tricky business, and experience is hard 
to find. “It's no wonder,” writes 


Momingstar’ s Tricia Rothschild, 
“foal fond companies strive to keep 
talented managers — like long-ten- 
ured stars Jean-Marie EviellanJ of foe 
SoGen group and Hakan Castegren of 
Harbor and Ivy International — on 
board for foe long haul.” 

Markets outside foe United Stales ap- 
pear to have a lot of catching up to do with 
Wall Street. Morgan Stanley & Co.’s 
index of non-UJS. stocks has lagged be- 
hind its soaring American counterpart 
recently, rising 
just 12 percent 
this year. 

Consider Eur- 
ope. There would seem to be good reason 
to steer clear of countries such as Ger- 
many, Ranee and Italy, where unem- 
ployment has been stuck in double digits 
for several years, perhaps as a result of 
government policies that saddle busi- 
nesses with heavy social costs. But mar- 
kets look ahead, and ir is possible that in 
the future Europe will begin to throw off 
these welfare burdens. At any rate, many 
European countries are prospering 
through improved management tech- 
niques and opening markets, as well as 
by shifting production abroad. 

■ Playing the Dow 10 Game 

None of my columns this year eli- 
cited more enthusiasm than foe one in 
September on the Dow 10, a system 
with a strong track record. Each year, 
you invest equal amounts in the 10 
stocks among foe Dow 30 that have foe 
highest dividend yields; then do the 
same a year later. 

In response to frequent requests, 
here are the Dow JO (highest- yielders 
first), as of Dec. 18: Philip Morris 
Cos.. J.P. Morgan & Co.. Texaco Inc., 
AT&T Corp.. Chevron Corp., Exxon 
Corp.. General Motors Corp.. Inter- 
national Paper Co., DuPont Co., Min- 
nesota Mining & Manufacturing Co. 
To play fois game correctly, you have 
to adjust all 10 holdings so that you 
enter 1997 with foe same dollars in 
each stock. 
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Gabelli Mutual Fund Abandons Its Guarantee of a 5% Annual Return 
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By Carole Gould 

T HE GABELU ABC fund re- 
opens on Jan. 2. but without its 

minimum guaranteedreturn of 

5 percent a year. The fimd, 
started in 1993, originally offered a 
guarantee to help lure tank-account and 
tertificate-of-deposit savers who were 
used to insured investments but were 
distressed by tumbling interest rates. 

• The fimd, with $31 mi ll ionin 

. assets, closed to new investors after ns 
first day, guaranteeing foe return for 
than for otre yean »oriy 

ooen one day a year after that tonew 
. The fimd, which 

almost any American stocks or bonds. 


will become a regular no-load, open- 
end vehicle. 

There is now no need for the guar- 
anteed-return incentive, said Mario Ga- 
belli, chief investment officer of Gabelli 
Funds in Rye. New York. 

He added, however, that “we may 
come back to this program when foie 
markets come down sharply in a given 
year so that people would find a guar- 
antee of 5 percent attractive.” 

ABC returned 7-92 percent ayear, on 
average, for the force years ended Nov. 
30, according to Momingstar Inc., the 
fund research company in Chicago. 
That performance lagged behind other 
U.S. hybrid funds, which gained an av- 
erage of 12.17 percent a year, and the 
Standard & poor’s 500-stock index. 


which had an average annual return of 
19.07 percent over the three years. 

Several other funds started since foe 
early 1990s also carry guarantees. Un- 
like foe Gabelli fund, foe Kemper Re- 
tirement funds I through VI and the 
Smith Barney Principal Return Funds 
that cone due in 1998 and 2000 guar- 
antee investors only a return of their 
principal if shares are held to maturity 
and dividends are reinvested. 

The Kemper funds have termination 
dates 10 years after their start-up, and 
the Smith Barney funds have seven- and 
nine-year terms. 

Their three-year annualized returns 
range from 7.99 percent for Smith 
Barney .1998 to 10.02 percent for Kem- 
per Retirement I. 


The concept of guaranteed funds has 
not been very successful, said Susan 
Paluch, managing editor of foe Mom- 
mgstar Investor newsletter. “That more 
funds didn't come out and that they 
gathered so few assets speaks for it- 
self,” she said. Tbe group together 
holds about $850 million. 

Tbe Kemper and Smith Barney funds 
own a mix of zero-coupon bonds and 
equities. Their performances have prob- 
ably been hurt by their zero-coupon is- 
sues, which are very volatile in reaction 
to interest-rate shifts, Ms. Paluch said 

She noted that 1994 was a difficult 
year for bonds, and that this year has 
been rough, too. As for foe Gabelli fund, 
it no douoc was hurt over foe three years 
by heavy cash holdings foot ranged as 


high as 76 percent and averaged at least 
30 percent. Ms. Paluch said. 

■ Small Change for Coin Collector 

On Dec. 3 in New York, a large group 
of collectors participated in foe auction 
of the ancient coin collection of Michael 
F. Price, foe value investor who sold 
Heine Securities to Franklin Resources 
this year for more than 5600 million. 
But did Mr. Price's famed touch for 
value that he has consistently shown in 
managing his Mutual Series funds get 
him lop dollar for his coins? 

His collection, of gold and silver. 
Greek and Roman coins, was assigned a 
presale value of S15 million to $2 mil- 
lion, but some analysts conjectured that 
it could bring even more. 


In fact, Mr. Price collected $1.5 million 
for foe coins, on the low side of the 
estimate, said Harvey Stack, whose 
Stack's Rare Coins conducted tbe auction. 
That amount is very dose to whar Mr. 
Stack's son. Lawrence, an executive of the 
auction house and a friend of Mr. Price 
since childhood, estimated that Mr. Price 
had paid for the coins over the years. 

The auction results were shaped by 
some adverse market conditions. Har- 
vey Stack said. 

The strengthening dollar weakened 
foe buying power of Asians and Euro- 
peans. traditional big buyers of ancient 
coins . he said. Additionally, recent ex- 
cavations increased the supply of cer- 
tain coins, pushing down prices. 

Re*’ York Times Service 
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Quick and Easy Money Transfers? Where There’s a IFire, There’s a Why 

E 


By Andrew Blum 

UNNTNG LATE on that 
Unostmas present? Need to 
send cash to another country 
y our child’s travel plans? 

Or just laain ran out of cash in a foreign 
country and your credit cards are maxed 
opt? 

• The solution may lie in one of the 
tanking transactions most frequently 
used around the world: wire transfers, 
which seem to be increasingly popular 
with banks and customers auke. Along 
with that comes a variety of other ways 
off sending money via wire, iwoiwting 
Western Union, its competitor Money- 
Gram and your credit union or other 
commercial outlets in the currency -ex- 
change or wire-transfer b usin e ss . 

* For a variety of reasons, wire transfers 
tanmly beat checks. When postal strikes 
hi t England last summer, for example, 
wire transfers were the way to go. They 
also eliminate the wait on checks clear- 
ing, since transfers arrive as cash Gen- 
erally, the transactions are quick and 
simple, typically taking one or two days 
for an overseas operation. 

i Two areas of growth in wire transfers 
are between the United States and China 
ajri the United States and Mexico. In a 
new service started Nov. 20, a joint 
venture between Key Bank of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and ChinaWire Corn, began im- 
proved wire^transfer availability be- 
tween China and the West Coast of the 
United Stales. 

| Mexico has also grown as a mark et for 
immigrants to the United States who 
wire money back home, so the systems 
there are increasingly 'accustomed to 


handling such transfers. 

Although almost any amoun t of 
money can be transferred, there is a fee 
that varies depending on the sending 
institution. Who pays die fee — the 
sender or the receiver — can also vary. 

Among the biggest wire transactions 
on record was Texaco Inc.’s 1988 trans- 
fer of 53 billion to Pennzoil Co. to settle 
a lawsuit in the United States over the 
disputed acquisition of Getty Oil Co. 
The money had to be sent in three chunks 
because the sum was too big for the 
ba nk i n g system to handle. 

Banks around the world have the ca- 
pacity to send and receive wire 
transfers. To do so, they have 
corresponding tank . relation- 
ships with one another. Big 
banks can have thousands of 
these relationships around the 
world, so when arran gin g a 
transfer it is important to verify that the 
banks on each end are correspondents. 
This streamlines the operation by elim- 
inating the need for a go-between 
bank. 

Understandably, banks are loadi to 
give out information about specific ac- 
counts and transfers, unless of course 
they are yours, so it was bard Co track 
down users of transfers to assess con- 
sumer satisfaction. 

But one New York bank customer, 
who recently was awaiting a several - 
hundred-dollar transfer from a British 
bank, recounted a string of mistakes and 
red tape that left him scrambling. 

First, the sending bank left out the 
account number. Then, the receiving 
bank did not inform the customer that the 
money was in a bolding pattern, awaiting 
a follow-up response from the sending 


theca- funds s 
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bank as to the account number. Finally, 
after several days of back-and-fonh cor- 
respondence, the receiving bank cred- 
ited the transfer to the customer's ac- 
count. 

The anecdote shows that a transfer can 
only work if all the information is avail- 
able. To properly process the operation, 
the sending bank needs to know the 
'amount to be transferred and in whai 
currency it is being sent and received; 
the recipient's name and account num- 
ber; (he receiving bank's name, address, 
and routing, or ABA, number, when the 
funds should be payable to the recipient's 
account, and who is to pay the 
transfer fee. If this information 
is not in order, there can be a 
problem. 

Generally, once the wire is 
credited to the recipient's ac- 
count, his or her tank sends a 
notice in the mall confirming receipt. 
Among the information on the form are 
the sending bank’s branch and reference 
numbers. One s uch number includes the 
phrase SWIFT, which is a method of 
payment for transfers. These numbers 
can be used to sort out any eventual 
problems or discrepancies. 
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NE OF THE BIGGEST banks in 
| the wire-transfer business is, nat- 
urally, also one of the biggest 
banks in the world. The Chase Man- 
hattan Bank in New York. 

Patricia Boyce and Robert Blackburn, 
wbo are in charge of Chase's wire-trans- 
fer operations, described wire transfers 
as ’‘painless.” 

About 87 percent go straight through, 
automatically, but should there be prob- 
lems, a staff of 30 people works to fix 


them. Such miscuescan include a wrong 
or missing account number, or even a 
missing name. In that case, the receiving 
bank has to contact the sending bank and 
find out wfaat went wrong. 

The bank's wire-transfer operation is 
in a Chase office in New York City. It 
looks like a typical big office, with com- 
puters, work stations and dividers. Off to 
the side behind a glass panel is a control 
room of sorts that monitors a wider range 
of Chase transactions. 

Thousands of transfers move through 
Chase's system daily, and there are even 
more on the day after a holiday. The 
bank moves an average of 5900 billion a 
day in wire transfers, with the average 
transfer ranging from 55 million to 56 
million. 

The high average is due to the large 
number of corporate transactions, al- 
though many individual wire transfers of 
far smaller amounts also go through the 
Chase Manhattan wire-transfer system. 

As in most financial transactions, it 
pays to shop around and keep an eye on 
the fees. The KeyBank -ChinaWire ven- 
ture, which first connected the Seattle 
area and 30.000 post offices and postal 
banks in China, allows for wires or up to 
510,000 to be sent Each transaction has 
a fee; for 5100. the fee is 510. 

The service, which is faster than pre- 
vious transfer methods to much of the 
Chinese market is to be expanded on the 
U.S. end to other states and then will be 
aimed at other Asian countries, said the 
ChinaWire president Gilles Strockor. 

“Our system is safe, reliable and 
simple to use for Chinese and English 
speakers alike,' 1 he said. “Our system is 
equipped to handle transfers of any size, 
from a few dollars to large corporate 


purchases and payrolls." 

The wire traffic between the United 
States and Mexico, estimated to be in the 
billions of dollars, has also given rise to 
competition berween banks and Money- 
Gram and Western Union, giving con- 
sumers a choice of services and fees. 

For members of credit unions, such as 
the United Nations Federal Credit Uni- 
on. fees can be lower than at banks. They 
are S8 for domestic LT.S. transfers and 
$17 for international transfers. Dis- 
counts are available on off-peak days. 
On the 5th, 10th. 20th and 25th days of 
the month, fees are 56 for domestic wires 
and SIS for international. 

A RANGE OF FEE and service 
options are also available in 
Europe and Asia, depending on 
whether you use a bank or MoneyGram 
or Western Union. 

These two operators are owned by the 
same company, following the merger of 
Fust Data Corp. and First Financial 
Management Corp. But under a 1995 
Federal Trade Commission consent de- 
cree. one of the services has to be di- 
vested. 

Both companies have thousands of 
locations worldwide for transfers, but 
unlike with banks, which send the 
money to an account, the receiving party 
must pick up the money at the receiving 
outlets. Fees range as high as 10 percent 
of the total amount. 

Many of the Western Union and 
MoneyGram offices around the world 
are in banks or American Express of- 
fices. 

MoneyGram used to be owned by 
American Express and its office in Es- 
tonia, for example, is in an American 


Express affiliate. And Western Union 
has three offices in Indonesia at branches 
of Bank Intemasional Indonesia. 

One way io find out which banks offer 
which services overseas is to contact the 
U.S. Embassy in a given country. In 
Moscow, for example, the embassy has a 
list detailing which banks in Russia offer 
wire-transfer services. 

In most places around the world, and 
no matter which operator is Used, wire 
transfers are available the same day or 
within one or two days. There may be 
exceptions, such as in a remote region of 
China, where even with the new Key- 
Bank- ChinaWire service a transfer can 
take as long as three days to arrive. 

If all this is still too low -tech for you. 
do not fret. Chase Manhattan and other 
banks are working on taking wire trans- 
fers to the next logical step: In the near 
future, wire transfers will be available 
via the Internet. 

Fur information about ChinaWire, 
call 1 206 684 6475. or in the United 
Stares, SCO 862 4462. Information also is 
available at KeyBank's web site: 
www.keybank.cont. 

To view the US. Embassy's list of 
banks in Russia that offer wire transfers, 
access its web site ai www.iep.doc.gov! 
bisnislcables!eable.html . 

Information about MoneyGram is 
mailable a/ the following Interna ad- 
dresses: www.esiravel.ecllt eng and 

wwvv.fic.govlopal9509lfdfin.htm. In the 
United States, call 800 926 9400. Check 
local directories in other countries 

Information about Western Union is 
mailable on the World Wide Web at 
wviM'.we sremunion.com. In the United 
States call 800 525 6000. Check local 
directories in other countries. 
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When Time Is Not Money, 
Put the Cheek in the Mail 
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By Barbara Wall 

| RANSFERRING mo- 
ney from one country 
to another is seldom 
straightforward. Ex- 

co mmissi ons, double 

charging mid delayed payment 
ape mily a few of the obstacles 
feat consumers face in the 
ctoss-brader payments jungle: 

\ The European Consumers' 
Organization in Brussels, 
known by fee acronym BEUC, 
has deplored banks for impos- 
ing disproportionate charges on 
low-value international pay- 
ments. A spokesman for the as- 
sociation said feat bank charges 
were often as high as 25 percent 
of die transfer amount. . 

BEUC has also criticized 
banks for failing to provide 
customers wife adequate in- 
formation on fees and inter- 
national payment options. 

There are several ways of 
sending money overseas, and 
fee methods available depend 
on fee risk feat you are pre- 
ssed to take, fee time you 
fflwe to execute the transfer, 
how much you want to pay and 
fee purpose of the transfer. 

If die transfer is urgent, 
your best bet is probably a 
telegraphic transfer, though 
ibis can be expensive for 
small sums. Provided that fee 
bank systems abroad are elec- 
tronically linked, a standard 
transfer should take about 
four days to execute, while an 
urgent transfer will usually 
clear within one or two days. 

Charges vary widely, run- 
ning as low as the equivalent 
of $5 for small transactions up 
to about $25. 

There are cheaper ways of 
moving money electronically. 
Many banks around fee world 
have joined together to estab- 
lish their own low-value in- 
ternational payments systems. 

InterBank On-Line Sys- 
tem, or IBOS, links the net- 
works of various European 
and North American tanks, 
enabling international trans- 
aSfbns to be completed on- 
line in real time. The service, 
which is available to account- 
holders only, costs from 510 
to $27, depending on the 
amount being transferred. 

Tipa Net is another inter- 
national payment system, set 
up by Co-operative Bank in 
Britain and partner tanks in 
Belgium. Germany. Italy, 
Spain and the United States. 


The service, which is not lim- 
ited to account-holders, costs 
£9 ($15) or fee foreign-cur- 
rency equivalent. Transfers 
take from four to eight days. 

If you prefer a more per- 
sonalized mode of payment, 
other options include a 
tanker’s draft, a foreign cur- 
rency check, Eurocheque or 
traveler’s check. 

The efficiency and reliab- 
ility of all these payment 
methods depend on the re- 
. spective national postal ser- 
vices. If time is on your side, 
however, paper-based trans- 
fers could be less expensive 
than an electronic transfer. 

A pre-srgned banker's draft 
is available in most major cur- 
rencies. It can generafly be 
bought from banks, whether or 
not you . have an account. 
Banks negotiate fee draft at fee 
day’s exchange rate and de- 
duct a commission charge to 
cover expenses. The purchaser 
can then mail it to fee be- 
neficiary, who will be reim- 
bursed in the local currency. 

Y OU GAN also send an 
ordinary currency 
check drawn oh your 
account, although tins is 
rarely recommended for low- 
value payments. . 

“Currency checks have to 
be cleared manually and the 
cost for the customer can be 

disproportionately high.” 
said a spokesman for National 
Westminster Bank in Lou- 
don. 

The American Express 
Money Order is a relatively 
inexpensive and convenient 
way of sending money by 
mau. A money order is avail- 
able in dollars from American 
Express offices for afee of 0.5 
percent. It can be used like a 
check, made payable to a re- 
cipient and can be paid into a 
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bank account The maximum 
that can be sent is $10,000. 

Although designed for face- 
to-face payments, Euro- 
cheques and traveler’s checks 
can be made payable to private 
individuals. The Eurocheque 
method is a Europe-wide sys- 
tem feat allows individuals to 
write checks and withdraw 
money from automatic teller 
machines throughout Europe. 
There is an annual member- 
fee of about $15. 

To send a Eurocheque as a 
gift, fee check can simply be 
written in the beneficiary's 
home currency and sent by 
registered mail. The benefi- 
ciary should not be charged a 
commission, but the sender 
will be charged from .1.6 pen* 
cent to 2.5 percent of fee 
transfer amount, depending 
on the issuing bank. 

Traveler's checks can also 
be made payable to private 
individuals, but if they are 
lost in the mail or stolen you 
will not be able to claim com- 
pensation. If you choose this 
mode of payments expect to 
pay a buyer’s fee of about 1 
percent and . a Jforeign -ex- 
change commission of about 
1.5 percent. Some banks im- 
pose higher tariffs. 

There are many different 
brands of traveler’s checks 
and some are more widely 
accepted than others. 

A woman in Paris recently 
received Mastercard traveler’s 
checks as a gift. The-checks 
were in francs, yet two French 
banks refused to cash them. 

The woman was finally 
able to cash fee checks at a 
foreign -exchange outlet and 
was charged a fee of 6 percent 
If she had received American 
Express traveler's checks, she 
would have been able to cash 
them at an American Express 
office free of charge. 
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The Cost of Living 
At Home Abroad 

Cost-of-living indexes are 
fine as far as they go, but as 
any expatriate knows, what 
you buy and how you live can 
make a bigger difference than 
fee local price of potatoes. 

Runzheimer International, 
a consulting firm in 
Rochester, Wisconsin, has 
calculated what it costs 
Americans to live like Amer- 
icans in various cities around 
fee world, taking into account 
housing. transportation , 

goods and services but not 
income taxes. 

Based on an expatriate 
couple earning the equivalent 
of 575,000 a year, Asian busi- 
ness centers were fee most 
expensive sites, wife Hong 
Kong leading fee way. Run- 
zheimer created an index 
based on 100 for a standard 
American city, and Hong 
Kong was more than four 
times as expensive. 

Even the least-expensive 
overseas postings cost more 
than life in the average Amer- 
ican city, with Montreal fee 
cheapest at 115.2. followed 
by Johannesburg at 130.0. 

Heal estate costs, which en- 
visage the “couple renting ac- 
commodations of four to six 
rooms, are among the reasons 
that even inexpensive places 
cost more than fee united 
Steles. Indeed, New York's in- 
dex number was 153.8 and 
Chicago’s was 125.9, reflect- 
ing those municipalities’ re- 
latively high housing and retail 
costs, including sales taxes. 

■ Peter Packer, a Runzheimer 
spokesman, said fee index 
was constructed to take ac- 
count when possible of brand- 
name items feat are sold 
around the world. It calculates 
that Americans will live in 
affluent neighborhoods, such 
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Source: Runzheimer International 


as Knightsbridge in London, 
where fee index is 23 1.5. 

Elsewhere in Europe, the 
American cost-of-living in- 
dex was 206.0 in Amsterdam, 
187.0 in Frankfurt and 223.8 
in Paris. . { IHT ) 

In tl.lt* Fleming 
Puts Funds On-Line 

Robert Fleming Investment 
Management said it would al- 
low dealing in its funds 
through fee Internet, becom- 
ing the first British fund man- 
ager to permit retail investors 
to buy and sell on the elec- 
tronic network. Its site is ac- 
cessible via www.esi.co.uk. 

Fleming, a unit of Robert 
Renting Holdings Ltd., one 
of Britain’s largest independ- 
ent investment houses, said 
British residents could open 
accounts, buy. sell and switch 
between its 23 equity funds 
and five money-market funds 
worth $3.4 billion. 

* ‘It’s a way for investors — 
or potential investors — to 
very quickly buy and sell 
funds wife minimum fuss,” 
said Shane O’Riordain, a 
spokesman for Robert Flem- 
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in London, 
move 
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The move comes 15 
months after Renting opened 
an Internet site, with dozens 
of pages of information about 
its funds, including daily 
price information and weekly 
market overviews. It supplies 
the information in English. 
German and Italian. Spanish 
and French are to follow, 

Fleming offers pages with 
fund descriptions, perfor- 
mance figures and sector ana- 
lysis . ( Bloomberg) 

Indosuez Clears 
Cloning Hurdle 

U.S. mutual funds have 
been ploddingly expanding 
their offerings abroad in recent 
years, and Basque Indosuez 
SA is working on a method 
fear would facilitate their sales 
in offshore markets. 

Basque Indosuez Luxem- 
bourg has created what it calls 
a “cloning” technology feat 
would allow U.S. mutual 
funds to offer their shares to 
offshore investors. It said this 
week feat fee Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
would allow development to 


proceed, agreeing not to take 
action against fluids feat use 
fee cloning system. 

The strategy lets managers 
bunch securities orders and 
allocate them among funds 
without having to individu- 
ally track each investment 
Banque Indosuez already uses 
the technique for two of its 
own internal funds, according 
to Michel Mengal, head of its 
legal services in Luxem- 
bourg. And Fischer Francis 
Trees & Warts has started a 
Luxembourg fund that uses 
the technique. 

Mr. Mengal said Banque 
Indosuez hoped to find Amer- 
ican partners feat want their 
funds cloned for sale in off- 
shore centers. This is prefer- 
able to direct purchases of 
U.S. funds by overseas in- 
vestors, he said, because of 
such considerations as Amer- 
ican withholding tax and in- 
heritance laws. 

The technique would not 
work the other way — bring- 
ing offshore funds to Amer- 
ican investors — because most 
do not meet stria U.S. dis- 
closure and marketing rules. 

(IHT) 


Goldman Wary 
Of French Stocks 

Goldman Sachs Interna- 
tional has recommended (hat 
investors lower their expo- 
sure to French stocks and in- 
crease their holdings in Ger- 
many and Switzerland. 

“We can see signs of 
companies seeking to increase 
return on equity in Europe, 
though there is less evidence 
of this happening in France." 
said Peter Sullivan, a Euro- 
pean investment strategist for 
Goldman Sachs. “We see 
lackluster earnings growth — 
France is a potential loser. 
There also are risks related to 
monetary union, and if there 
are any hiccups on the way, 
spreads will widen." 

Goldman Sachs said in its 
report: “Wife the changes we 
have made to our asset al- 
location, we enter 1997 with 
our major overweight posi- 
tion in Germany. We believe 
that valuations, liquidity 
flows, the business cycle, 
progress on EMU and re- 
structuring all suggest that 
this is likely to be among the 
best markets in Europe." 

(Bloomberg) 

A Nomura Merger 

Nomura Securities Invest- 
ment Trust Management Co. 
will merge with an affiliate. 
Nomura Investment Manage- 
ment Co. . to increase capital 
and strengthen asset manage- 
ment skills, fee company said 
in Tokyo. The merger is to be 
complete on Oct. 1. Both 
firms have branches in Lon- 
don, Luxembourg, New York 
and Singapore. Nomura In- 
vestment Trust has a Hong 
Kong branch and Nomura In- 
vestment Management has a 
Sydney branch. 

(Bridge News I 
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Have you ever considered an 
international investment bank? 

Do you prefer a long-term 
relationship? 

Are you ready to make an initial 
deposit of GBP 12,000 in a high- 
interest account? 

If your answer is Yes to all three questions, please 
complete and send or fax us the coupon. 

By depositing GBP 12,000 (or currency equivalent) 
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otVKPics A croup of Italian in- 
lelteciiMis and on^. ironmcnta lists 
opened a eainraign Friday to pre- 
vent the 20!*-! Oivnipio from eom- 
ine to Rome, saying the Games 
would only harm the city. 

About lOM intellectuals, writers 
and en\ iron metis ul i his signed a pe- 
tition urging the international com- 
munii\ ind Italians to protest 
Rome's bid to sponsor the summer 
Games. 

"Tine singular historical and 
•artistic nature of the center ami the 
horrible Mate of transport and ser- 
vices in the enure metropolis w ould 
ensure liu city is damaged by the 
presence of millions of people.” 
the petition said. t Reuters I 


Giiiiii-isc-n Reappointed 


tsmnjs Tom Gu'iikson was re- 
appointed captain of the Davis Cup 
team Friday by the United Slates 
Tennis Association. He will he 
serving his fnunh year as leader 
when ill-.' l‘.S. learn begins Davis 
Cup play in Brazil or Feb. 7. |.A/*J 
o German finance officials de- 
ciineJ to comment Friday on a 
newspaper report that tax inspectors 
had searched Boris Becker’s home 
and removed .several documents. 
The Bild daily said four tax in- 
spectors hail .urived at Becker's 
house in Munich on Thursday with a 
search warrant. They were admitted 
to the house although Becker w:ls on 
vacation in Florida, the paper said in 
a front -page re port . ( R enters l 



Alphand Triumphs in Downhill 


Nevada "Wins Vegas Bow! 


poors all Nevada shut down 
Ball State until the final minutes, 
then turned back a last -gasp effort 
Thursday night to beat the Car- 
dinals. IS- 15. in the Las Vegas 
Soul. I API 


Etisisad Bounces Back 


Csx^et An unbeaten century 
by Nas vr Hu.sv.iin put England in a 
strong position Friday after three 
hard- rough! days against Zimbab- 
we at Queens Club in Bulawayo. 
Hussain'.* H'l came in 24M balls 
and enable J England to reach 30b 
lor the loss of four wickets and cel 
u uiiin 70 runs of Zimbabwe's first 
innings uujI. i.\P» 


The Asiix'/atcJ Press 

VAL GARDENA. Italy — Luc 
Alphand of France, gliding through 
fresh snow and patchy fog, claimed 
his seventh career victory by edging 
Atle Skaardal of Norway by 15 hun- 
dredths of a second in a World Cup 
downhill. 

The 31 -year-old Alphand, the de- 
fending World Cup downhill cham- 
pion. completed the shortened 
Saslong course in 1 minute. 53.10 
seconds, reaching speeds of more 
than 100 kilometers per hour (60 
miles) despite uncertain visibility. 

Kristian Ghedina of Italy was third 
in his best season finish, 020 back. 
His country man. Pietro Vitalini. beat 
another Frenchman. Adrien Duvil- 
lard. for fourth place. 

“When 1 woke up this morning I 
thought we were not going to com- 
pete today, because of snow and 
fog.” said Alphand. who gave the 
French team its first victory at Val 
Gardena. "Instead it turned out to be 
a great day for me. This victory gives 


me a great sensation. I needed an 
early win this season and I certainly 
skied with more determination than 
in Val d’Isere. 


ibiiity was not good and you had to 
perceive the bumps and the tricky 


parts,” added Alphand, whose pre- 
vious victory was the World Cup 
downhill in Garmisch. Germany, last 
Feb. 2. 

But the Austrians, who had won 
five of the previous eight races, in- 
cluding the first season downhill at 
Val dTsere on Sunday, had their 
worst showing of the season Friday. 

The lop Austrian finisher was 
Wemer Franz in seventh. 0.78 
seconds behind the winner. Fritz 
Strobl, the surprise victor of the sea- 
son opener, had a gap of 0.83 seconds 
for eighth place. 

Austrian team officials said that 
their skiers were hurt when the upper 
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The Associated Press 

HEMPSTEAD. New York — Rich Kotite 
announced Friday that he is stepping down as 
coach of the New York Jets but will remain for 
the team's final game Sunday at home against 
the Miami Dolphins. 

“When you’re 3-13 and 1-14. that just 
doesn't cut it,” Kotite said at the Jets’ training 
site Friday. “If you take emotion out of this and 
I did, it’s clear that the bead coach should step 
down.” He said his departure was by mutual 
agreement with Leon Hess, the team’s owner, 
and Steve Gutman, its president. 

Kotite gave a contradictory statement in 
announcing that he was leaving. 

' ‘I was not fired, I am not quitting.’ ’ he said, 
perhaps referring to the fact as the team’s 
general manager he could dismiss himself. 

But whatever the circumstances, the dis- 
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Thursday's asaus 


MBmutar M2 <25 IB- 93 

Toronto 26 34 15 21— 96 

M: Baker 7-12 6-11 21. Lung B-12 3-5 1* 
RoWnsan B-1 72-4 WTrStoodoroiro 8-21 J-2 
19. curtate M W 17. 


Retnunds— MBwaufcee 52 [Baker Dj, 
Toronto 46 Clones 17}. Assists— Milwaukee 
23 [Douglas 8). Toronto 24 (StomfomlH) 12). 
Utah 16 22 IB 27 11— 94 

Miami 26 16 IS U 4- 87 

U: Malone 12*23 11-15 35. HoiTMcak 4-12 3- 
4 12. Stockton 4-9 3-4 12, Rattounds— Utah 54 
(Matone 161, Miami 55 (Mourning nj. 
Assists— Utah 20 CStocMon 10), Miami 17- 
(Hardaway 8). 

Chicago 24 30 is 24- 93 

aurtotto 14 22 20 16- 72 

Oft Jordan 13-27 6-7 3ft Plppen 8-18 D-0 
19r C: Rice 10-17 1-3 23. Smith 4-9 2-2 10. 
Rehowds-CMcago 58 -(Rodman 14}, 

Chartotie 49 (Mason, Geiger Bl. 
AMtsts— Chicago 16 (Rodman 5), Charlotte 
21 (Bagues B). 

SanAUaato 23 27 35 30-115 

HMSfce 29 22 22 28— 181 

S Aa Robinson B-144-11 2ft Email 6-121-1 
16; H: DiBxJer 6-14 5-6 19. Maloney 7-11 OO 
19. Rebound* — San Antonio 50 (RoMnsan W, 
Houston 50 (Baidey 13). Axshn — San 
Antonio 29 (Johnson 6], Houston 27 
(CHotuwon 7). 

Dados 2T 37 zl 26—101 

VtoKMver 31 25 28 14— 98 

D; GatBngl 1-17 3-4 2ft Harper 9-14 l-l 22, 
McCloud W6 2-3 21; V; Peeler 10-16 1-4 2ft 
ADdw- Rahim 7-20 9-11 21 

R**««tas— Danas 39 (Gatling lot. 

Vancouver 44 (Lynch 10). Assists— Doflas 24 
(Harper 1 11. Vancouver 29 (Mayberry 9). 
Washington 31 28 24 19—102 

LA- Capers 16 31 27 19— 93 

W; MteBber I2-180-1 2ft Hand 11-19 3-4 
2S; LA.: Rogers 10-195-727, Vbugidll-193- 
425. Rebeumk— Washlagtan 48 (Webber 91. 
Los Angeles 43 {Vaught IS}. 
AsutaL- Washington 25 tsttwaond 7). Los 
Angeles 15 IMorttn 71. 

Minnesota 28 25 28 24-105 

Saa nn u rtn 29 27 29 27—112 

M.-GugBotta 12-27 8-12 31 Martnuy 5-12 5- 
6 18; S: Richmond 8-18 14-16 31. Ertoey 3-9 
15-15 21. Gamble 8-17 3-3 jt. 
Rriwpds-Mlnnesato 47 (Gugfiatto 12J. 
Sacramento S3 (Potynke 12). 
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For Next Generation 
Of Stars, Bigger Bucks 

If You Find Sports Figures Overpaid, 


Wait for Effects of New Technology 


By Ian Thomsen 

International Herald Tribune 


says “There is no reason why a major 
broadcaster with huge cash flow should do a 


L ONDON — If you think athletes are 
malting too much money already, 
then here is more unhappy news as 


package without cutting out ISL.” ••• 
^Sports agencies earn 15 to 25 percent 

T ■ • Mmuk- tka Twt g mminnvl 


commissions. Already the Iniemanonal 


Erir Wrrbrre/.Vprorr Fiott- P wit 

Luc Alphand of France during his winning run Friday in the World Cup downhill in Val Gardena, Italy. 


new technologies is going to make the 
athletes, and the athletes’ agents, realize 
that there’s a lot more money for them to 
make,” said Peter Sprogis, who is in the 
business of predicting such t h i ng s. “The 
athlete is going to gain more money and 
more power as he understands that he or she 
is the underlying value of the sport.’' 

American athletes like Michael Jordan 
understand. That’s why Jordan will earn 
S25 million this season in basketball salary 


hiileis to pick up speed, was elim- 
inated from the abbreviated course. 

The race was delayed one hour 
and the course was shortened be- 


“My 15-year experience in down- cause fiesh snow and fog made die 
hill was important today because vis- I0 p of the slope unusable. 


The only good news for the 
battered Austrian team was the 
ninth-place finish of Hans Knauss, 
who strengthened his World Cup 
overall leadership with a total of 326 
points. 

■ Women’s Race Canceled 


Lffl.lWSr- Qj^pic Commi gechas tfropped ISL <fe- . 
sponsored by the Internet, digital television ciding to handle «s - 
£dbm,gr, Lnmoth corporations. •■There « ei^g h te way- 

Take easy millionaires like Carl Lewis, one,” said dK ISL ebamnan, Jean-Mane 
Roberto Baggio and perhaps even Shaquiile Weber, in a bnef uitennew last week. He 
O’Neal, who signed a contract for more confirmed that the Sprogis group had 
than $120 million last summer— within the wanted ISL 

next decade they might seem middle-class A bigger threat 10 • 

and unappreciated, compared to the spoiled structure of irtteraational sport not just to ■ 
generafron of athletes who will take over in ISL, but to toe fedanuo^ as wdl — will ft 
lie new millennium. come with the advent of digital edevmon. 

“All of the money coming in from the In a world of 200 or more television 
new technologies is going to make the channels available toeachhome, the cost 
and the athletes’ agents, realize owning one of those channels will be nun- 
that there’s a Jot more money for them to imaL “In 10 to 15 years, ^ of die TV 
make,” said Peter Sprogis, who is in the rights will not be sola by tbeindiyidual * 
business of predic ting such thing s- “The federations,” Sprogis says. Tins is just 
athlete is going to gain more money and my own prediction, hut I dunk the in- 
more power as he understands that he or she dividual teams, if they don I sell the rights 
is the underlying value of the sport.” themselves, will own their own TV channel 
American athletes like Michael Jordan or part of their own TV channel.” 
understand. That’s why Jordan will earn Just as American athletes have realized 
$25 million this season in basketball salary and demanded their majority share of the 
alone — more in onemonth than most of the income, so might the big European clubs 
world's top soccer players will have earned decide that they are lugger than the fed- 
all year. As television changes, and demand erations. For example, the Italian, S pa nis h 
for sports progr ammin g increases expo- and English soccer federations currently 
nentially, the will become more oversee all of the clubs in their countries, 

sophisticated- The European athletes, as What is to prevent the neat clubs like AC 
Sprogis points out, will eventually organize Milan, FC Barcelona or Manchester United 
and demand the collective -bargaining fro m breaking free to claim the greater 
agreements similar to those that have guar- share of the profit that each creates? 


alone — more in onemonth than most of the income, so might the 
world's top soccer players will have earned decide that they are fc 
all year. As television changes, and demand erations. For example, 
for sports programming increases expo- and English soccer ft 
nentially, the athletes will become more oversee all of the club 


World Cup race organizers Friday 
scrapped a women's downhill race 
because of wet weather and fog but 
said they hoped to proceed with Sat- 
urday's slalom as planned. The As- 
sociated Press reported from Grans 
Montana, Switzerland. 

No new date or venue was set for 
the downhill. Conditions on the 
Mom Lachaux course were too bad 


agreements similar to those that have guar- 
anteed U.S. football and basketball players 
more than half of their sports’ revenues. 

That’s just one of the many changes to be 
ushered in by the World Wide Web and its 
microc hipped friends. For some who cur- 
rently run international spores, the next de- 
cade will be frightening; for others, em- 
boldening. Sprogis foresees new leagues 
and competitions. The much heralded 


T HEIR role modeL oddly, might be 
die University of Notre Dame tmj 
South Bend, Indiana, possessor of - 
the most popular college football 
team in America. In 1990, without warning, . 
Noire Dame broke from its alliance with • 
other major football schools and signed a . 
five-year. $38 miUioa contract for the ex- 


takeovers by Rupert Murdoch are just the elusive television rights to its home games. 


steep part considered essential for to stage it the same day as the slalom, 
the strongly built Austrian down- officials said. 


Kotite Steps Down as Jets’ Coach 


missal was inevitable. Two weeks ago, Kotite 
acknowledged that he hadn't gotten the job 
done. 

The Jets are 1-14 this season, their worst 
record in history, after a 3-13 record last year. 
This season, die Jets expected better after com- 
mitting more than $80 million to free agents, 
including Neil O’Donnell, who received a $25 
million, five-year deal after quarterbacking 
Pittsburgh in last January's Super Bowl 

But they lost their first eight games before 
winning at Arizona and now have lost six 
straight going into Sunday's finale against 
Miami. 

Kotite acknowledged not only the record 
but the expectations and the no-shows — 
there were 55,000 of them against Houston 
Dec. 1 and 23,000 against Philadelphia last 
week — led to his departure. 


beginning. If a small Catholic school that is an Amer- 

“I’m not saying dial I'm trying to pro- ican role model could turn against partners 
mote these things,” Sprogis says. “I’m so <piickly, then sorely the more secular 
saying that the federations have to be aware institutions of soccer chibs are also prey, 
of these possibilities and come up with Imagine the value of a top soccer dub in 
strategies of tbeirown.” the rzor-too-disfant future when your TV 

Many of Sprogis’s predictions might be will also serve you as a computer. For die 
viewed as self-serving. Recently he and two price of a local phone call to the Internet, 
fellow senior executives have quit ISL. the technology permitting, you might be able to 
world's dominant sports marketing firm, sit in your home in Paris; Benin or New 
Since its creation in 1982, ISL has ne- York and “download” TV coverage from 
gotiated the television rights and sponsor- Somh America. 

ships chat have transformed the Olympic “OmofaUoftbeseq^tionsanyoorTV, 
Games, the soccer World Cup and most of only a few of diem will be premium.” 
die other major international sporting Sprogis says. “There is going to be more 
events. space but less broadcasters capable of 


events. 

Sprogis, Stephen Dixon and Tom Hip- 
kins were the key negotiators of FIFA s 
$2.15 billion television rights deal for the 
2002 and 2006 World Cups. After an ap- 


the big audiences. Who’s going to 
get foe big unifying audtences7 It’s going to 
be the guy who owns the big sports.” 
Sprogis imagines the day when corpo- 


t falling-out over the future course of rations will want to own major sporting 


Media, to be headquartered in Zug, currently do. That would allow foe cor- 


Switzerland, with offices in London. Their potato owner to flood the event with self- 


hope is to pick up where ISL might be serving advertisements, rather than share 
leaving off, to deal with the new issues that commercial time with competitors. (This 
both gratify and threaten the aged insti- trend has begun in the United States, where 
rations of international sport. some of foe postseason college football 

“The job of a middleman like ISL is bowl games are owned and named after foe 
coming to an end without a doubt,” Sprogis sponsor.) 
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WwMO^ tDote— l HmsKantm, 
Austria. 326 potato! Z Thomas Sytara, Aus- 
Ma,2823,K{8l0ARdraAainodLNorwdy,260f 
4, Mkhmi Von GraenlgeR, SwBarioMb 231; 
ft Stew? Lodier, SwRzariond, 21 5; ft Christian 
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1871 8, Jure Kotor, stawokb 177) ft Luc Al- 
phonft Pranoc, 172; 1ft Goentoer Madar, 
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league cantnids. 

muwauws —Agreed to terws LHP 

AqgriMtamtoaaane^etrooRtraa. - 
eotoiE*aTA-Agrwdto(emawBti OF EHZ 
Anthony on nAuFfeogue contract . * 

NEW muCYAtWBXS-^AgnMtf totem nM 
38 Chmlle Hoyes on twowr contract. 

TfXAS —Agreed to tends wflh LHP Tod 
UOKteaiid OF AAtee Shnutn miMr-teogoe 
etwraas. Named Brad Amtwry ptwtara 


Bastia 3, Bordeaux! UitxteaitaOFMte«Stasns<Biniioor^ 

HMwm> Monaco AS; Parto-SG 4* contracts. Named Brad Ami&ery pc 
Basfla4fe-BertBaut37rAasefnt3ftMea35r <PachatTUsa,AAand5teesFaix»uR 
strasboara 34? Lyoo 32; Nantes 31iMoraeflto teja»ch«PoiTQiariolte,FSL 
30j Gutogamp 29; Raanes 2ft Ltea 2& Le -Agreed to tanas «Bh 

Howe 2ft Canoes 2ft Lens 2ft- MoatpoSer 21: wxmyWWoms on one-ye w cord m a. 
Coen 19j Nancy 1ft Tte 16. - hatkmallemuk 


Heeulti of Bte men’s world Cup dowiMI 
race an Friday, In Uto Oantena. Rety: 

1, Ldc Alphand, Franoe# oaenDiute, 53.10 
seaands 1 AHe Skoantai, Norway, 1 £125: ft 
Krtfflon Gtmflna. Italy, ft Ple&o VI- 


2WABW8 W. EMOLAND 
PR0AY, H BtHJWWfO, 2DN ADW6 
anttohwe 1st tarings: 376 
England lsMnrtngs: 306-4 . . 

NWRMtfMaai 

TAStUMA V3, PAKISTAN 

MOW. M HOBART AYSTRAUA' - 
PoWston 1 it tantngs 299 
T asm ania 1st Mags: X24 


“ S IS toBni, Italy. 1S3J4 & Adrien OvriOani 


27 90 105 
26 78 103 


First Period: F-Owrak 


1 0 1-4 
0 4 1—5 
7 (Lindsay, 


MeUoafcy) Second Period: O-GanEner 5 


France, 6, Franca Cnwgra Suriuea- 

lanft 1:53.74) 7, Wemer Franz, Austria. 
tdftBB: a, F/BZ straw, Austria 1S393i 9. 
Hons Knausft Austria ISUVi ill Werner 
PeWhonec, Italy, IStoo. 

BobbM , 1 mi*i||,i 1, l ih* AIM wn d. 
France, 14ft 5, Fritz straw Austria 132; 3, 


■ Y9G*r Mom VS. VICTORIA . . - 
FTOOAV. M WANafMtTO, AUSltlAUA 
Victoria l it Iradags: 354 
West tmfles 1st timings: 313*5 


Torohto -Agreed to tarns wttt RkP 
Wtoody Wtetoms on one-year cordma, 

MAIKMALLEAStK 

^*»^*--*moaioelttiat RHP aw* «. 
toodd ocaptad salary ratttraflon. Pat LHP 
Ben VanRyo an wMmrs for parpase of Wring 
rite Ids uncondWanai reieaia. 

ro LOfiAbo -Agreed to terns vritac Stem 4 
Dodwron one-year cortroa. 

hmictsw -AteMd to taros whu of lou 
GonariNonone-pM r ciM frnd ondLHPMBie-' 
MagnajteonnlnoHeoBu. CT Btraa 

_ >40eTtoUL -Agreed to toms WRi UW 
RhndCbrmlar on one-yw contract, 
mnewaa -Agreed to terms with ss 
fT? 1 and RHPs 

Jam Brtscoa Curias Crawford and Ken 

gw**-™ rung, inf aS 

Btewanii OFs Ketoi Mltctwfl and Monay 
MOrttauzan mlnor-teaouecartradt. ’ 




s«i mho -AnnouocM trial OF Greg 
VboBtmacwgted tateyisWraOort 
!AH NIANOSGO —Traded C Tam Ungildii ' 
taSLLautetaaptaywtotenaflM'iaraitot. ’ 


(DadteU, Dudiense) 1 O-Attadssan 12 weroer Pranz, Audita, U6c 4, KrisflanGiw- 


(Daigta Yashin) (pp). 4 Hannan 2 (Von 
Men) (sri). ft O-YosWn 13 CAUMsson) 
Ttortf Period; F-<kjrpank» 5 (HuR We&) 7. 
O-LomOwt 2 (Redden) ten). Steals on goob 


rflna Italy, 105; ft AHe Skoaidot Norway, 9S 
ft PWro Vttntet Itahr, 7, Patrick OrtStt, 
AutMa 74rtt Adrien DwuBtont Fhmce. 6?r9. 


MAJOR UAOUe BASEBALL 
AtOBCAN LEAGUE 

amaubm -Agreed to (Wins wMi RHP 


*WrKMM.BMKnMU.M80CUTION 
FUWDA-WdiNd G Ontoo ttcOonleL 
iwatWM -Stoned GRttrieFteWs. 


Josef Straw Austria 5ft 1ft Wemer Todd von Poppel on one-year contra ct . 


Schipho! 

TV 


NOT JUST FOR 

NATIONAL ADVERTISERS... 


■ ml 


Dep.iriiiit; ami transfer piLssenj'ers watch live news 
«n the hour, sports, fashinn. music and fiinl. 

Near (he tiuiy iree shup.s, in the waitinp areas and at 

all htr iiiivL'rri.H‘r> ,t unique nppanuniiy let reach 

this vaptivu audience. 

As o.spt'rit'iiccd hj V-.ijiram (itremaiiunal. 


For inlwmarton contact: Mr. Arjun Sicca rrui, 
Ijcnrr. fle Flens Totaj Communication. 

Plume +.tI 2*7 7 264130. iwi +31 J‘)7 36 MSB. 


NMICMAt POOTBAU. LEAQUE 

minnssota -S4Md and Johnson to’ 
fttoW*arSUftdBon+ nrtnatL 
HewoRLBAia-AcitvatadWR Bren Beat' 

™ ^ **' »a»«rzoitosomt 
ot- *wute Biwgtitan on intend mem. 

WAtrrs-Acftrated HB Robot 
^»*wid DL DoraeBGBtora (ramgracSce 
Pof HB Xtitf, alas and CB WBta 
® enm «i on injurad reserve. 

. HeaciY ' v- 

C Todd Bft and D AreV 
ftwfctancft AHL taw 


*BPitwMenoB,AHL 




A unique medium at a unique location. 


sS^^! amdD ^Heledteto 


iSSSSST^ 0 ^ 11 ^ 


-ttoamgied C Jem Bft 

^tawfaan Hangtoft. AHL. to Onrieft 
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Pittsburgh 
Keeps the 
Slues in the 
Doldrums 


TV Associated Press 

. A change in coaches did n pthfog to 
change the lousy luck of the SL Louis 
Blue;. 

■ The team fiured its coach general 
man a g er, Mike Keenan, in the after- 
noon, then lost to Pittsburgh, 4-0, 
Thursday night. St Lords dropped its 
fpurth in a row overall and team-record 
sixth straight at home. 

Mano Lemieux scored three rim e s 
and set up the other goal for Pittsburgh, 
and Jaromir Jagr had four assists. 

. ‘ ‘I think everybody was concerned,” 
Lemieux stud. “Anytime you 

; MHl losasup 

changes, the other team can get fired up. 
But we played a solid game right freon 
• start and didn't give them much to 
(excited about.” 

: Blues' shake-up included the fir- 
ing of the team's president. Jack Quinn. 
Jjmmy Roberts took over as interim 
coach. 

; “I think it was atough day for alot of 
people, especially the team," Roberts 
said. "With the confusion the last 
caouple weeks, I don’t think it's going to 
disappear immediately.’' 

; Ftyars 5, islanders 0 Paul Coffey set 
up three goals in bis debut for Phil- 
adelphia. and the Byers extended their 
unbeaten string to nme games. 

■ Eric Lindras scored twice, and Garth 
Snow stopped 24 shots in the Flyers’ 
third straight shutout Philadelphia set a 
team record for the longest time without 
allowing a goal — 202 minutes, 30 
seconds. 

- a»*M 3, Uptatmag O Bill Ranford 
posted his 14th career shutout, and Bos- 
ton wan for the first time in six home 
games. 

. Ranford stopped 34 shots in his 
Ind shutout this season. Troy Mal- 
letre seated a goal and had an assist 

■ t i w t Bw a, ftm Hi> r » 2 Alexei Yashin 
finished off a four-goal spurt in a 10- 
minute span of the second period as 
Ottawa stopped its six-game home los- 
ihgstreak. 

Florida, leading the Atlantic Divi- 
sion, scored on its first shot of the game, 
by Radek Dvorak at 1:52. 

] But Ottawa, last in die Northeast, 
came back on goals by Bruce Gardiner, 
Daniel Atfredsson, Dave Hannan and 
Yashin. 

Japan Beats Denmark 
In Nagano HockBy Cup 



Even With Flu, Jordan 
Is Too Much for Hornets 

35 Points Lead Bulk to 93-72 Victory 


Jon Casey, the SL Louis Bines* goalkeeper, making the save on a shot by Joe Dziedzic of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 


The Associated Press 

Shaidng off the effects of a virus that 
left him nauseated and weak earlier in 
the day, Michael Jordan scored 35 
points in 36 minnres to lead the Chicago 
Bulls to a 93-72 victory over the Char- 
lotte Hornets. 

Jordan, who hit 13 of 27 field-goal 
attempts Thursday night and had eight 

rebounds in helping the Bulls to their 
fifth consecutive victory, said he had 
never considered taking the night off. 

"We’re in a good rhythm as a team 
because we’re winning, and I'd hate to 
distort that or break that up," he said. 
“I’d like to keep the winning going as 
much as possible, and I’d like to be there 
when my team needs me." 

Jordan scared 22 points to help the 
Bulls open an 18-point halftime advan- 
tage, arid they didn't let the Hornets get 
any closer than nine the rest of the way. 

“As far as I could tell,’ ' the Charlotte 
coach, Dave Cowens, said, "Michael 
Jordan didn’t seem like he had tbe flu.” 

Glen Rice had 23 for the Hornets, 
whose only two losses in their last seven 
games have been to the Bulls. 

Spurs 115, Rocfcsts 101 Charles 
Barkley poked a referee in the nose and 
drew blood as be was being ejected from 
Houston's second straight puzzling toss 
to San Antonio. 


Parcells and Patriots Ready for the Giants 


By Timothy W. Smith 

New YorkTimes Service 


(10-5) at Naur York Giants (55) The 

Patriots' coach. Bill Parcells, will face the Giants for the 
first time since he left die team in 1990. The Giants’ 
coach, Dan Reeves, has already packed his bags in 
anticipation of being dismissed sometime after this 
game. Giants Stadium will be filled with all kinds of 
emotions. With injuries to Rodney Hampton and Tyr- 
one Wheatley, the Giants are down to third-team run- 
ning back Gary. Downs, who was signed back in 
October. If the Saints can contain the Giants, die Patriots 
shouldn’t have any problems. Prediction: New Eng- 
land, 28-13 

NawOiteans (3-i 2)*t st. Louis (5-40) The Saints rose 
up and smacked the Giants around pretty good last 
week. Coach Rick Venturi probably wonders where 
that spirit has been foe die last 10 weeks. The magic 
won’t last two .weeks in a row. Hie Rams aren’t 
powerhouses, but they have enough talent and skill to 
overwhelm die Saints. St. Louis, 26-10 
Mbmf (55) at Maw Yorfc Jatm (1-14) The Dolphins 




Agence France-Presse 

NAGANO, Japan — Japan powered 
past Denmark, 4-1, on Friday and will 
advance to the semifinals of the six- 
team Nagano Cup ice hockey tourna- 
ment as me winner of Group A. 

1 Takahho Suznki opened the scoring al 
fcl5, and Masaki Stnrono madeit 2-0 at 
IT3Z Akflrifo Sugisawa and Shin 
Yahata each screed late in die game. 

; Japan will play Finland's second- 
string national team in the semifinals 
Saturday, while the Canadian university 
selection will meet the Japanese league 
foreign stars. 

\ In Groap B, the Japanese league stars 
demolished Fiance, 6-3 to finish first. 


Jut there’s nothing they can ruin for the Jets, who have 
already sewn up the No. 1 pick in next year’s draft The 
Dolphins aren’t any great shakes, but they have Dan 
Marino, who makes all things possible. Miami, 30-15 
Atl—it* (3-12) at Jaciuamfli (5-7) The Falcons’ 
defensive end Chuck Smith was suspended for one 
game by Coach June Jones for conduct detrimental to 
the team. That's because Smith said the defense stunk 
because the coaching staff and management didn’t 
make it a priority. Hey, the truth hurts. Jacksonville 
doesn’t have thatkind of mutiny going on. The Jags are 
too busy trying to sew up a playoff spot- If they beat the 
Falcons and Buffalo beats Kansas City or die game 
ends in a tie, they're in. Jacksonville will take cans of 
its part. Jacksonville, 29-19 
Arison* (74) at PhHsdMphia (94) The coaches 
couldn’t find Ricky Watters to go in for a couple of 
plays last week against the Jets, and that has caused a 
mini-flap in Philadelphia. The Eagles are dragging that 


along with some poor play on offense and defense into 
this regular season finale and into die playoffs. The 
Cardinals are a scrappy bunch. Expea the Eagles to 
poll out all the stops. Philadelphia, 24-22 
Chicago (74) at 7fcn*» Bay (5.(0) Just when the 
Bugs get the hang of this winning thing, die season is 
over. Maybe they can pick up it up next season. The 
Bears bring the curtains down on a disappointing 
season. Their rushing attack never materialized, and 

Mf i Matchops 

they lost their starting quarterback. Dave Krieg had a 
great game against San Diego last week, throwing 
three touchdowns and no interceptions. He won't be 
able to duplicate that against die Bugs defense. The 
Bears have won the last five, but they won't win this 
one. Tampa Bay, 20-16 

Houston (74) at Baftfanora (4-11) Both these teams 
go into the season finale wondering what-if. The Oilers 
got off to a nice 5-2 start, but fizzled. The Ravens, 
playing in a new town with a new name, never got out 
of the gate. Its injury-ravaged defense was a liability 
all season. Bam Morris has come on for the Ravens the 
last two weeks, rushing for 206 yards in two games. 
That provides a counterbalance to Testavenfe and 
gives the offense another threat. They’ll need that 
against die Oilers defense. Baltimore, 29-21 
Bwfcwpnfi* (94) at Cincinnati (74) The Colts have 
it on a hard charge in the stretch to make the playoffs, 
need to beat the Bengals to ensure that all their 
! work is not wasted. They’ve gotten healthy at the 
right time. Although the Bengals have won five of the 
last six in Cincinnati, die Coles should prevail this 
time. Indianapolis, 23-20 

Kama* City (94) at Buffalo (94) The Chiefs are 
searching for their seventh straight appearance in the 
playoffs. The Bills also are looking to gee into the 
playoffs. The Chiefs may have to go with Steve Bono, 
who was benched a few weeks back because of 
ineffectiveness, because Rich Gannon has a strained 
It's not a pretty situation for Kansas City, 
of me tou 


They’ll face one 


toughest run defenses in the 


league in Buffalo. And if Bono has to throw to win, the 
Chiefs won’t win. Buffalo. 24-17 
Mumwota (94) at Gram Bay (124) The Packers 
have won their last 14 regular-season games at Lam- 
beau Field and believe they must have home-field 
advantage through the playoffs to reach the Super 
Bowl. The Vikings have been on a hot streak lately, but 
with so much on the line , the Packers won't let this one 
slip away. Green Bay, 35-27 

PfttBburgh(104)at Carolina (11*4) This Shapes up as 
one of the best defensive duels of the season. The 
Panthers have allowed an NFL-low 56 points during 
the second half ail season. The Seeders will have to test 
die Panthers' resolve with their power rushing attack. 
The problem for Pittsburgh is an unknown variable at 
quarterback- When Mike Tomczak is bad, he's really 
bad. Carolina. 24-19 

Dallas (104) at Washington (9-7) With Washington 
knocked out of the playoffs, the only thing of note 
about this game is that it wifi be the last Redskins game 
played at RFK Stadhim.Thai's enough incentive to 
knock off die resting Cowboys. Washington, 21-18 
S a n t a s (64) at Oakland (74) Jeff Hostetler was 
shaken up last week and might not be available. If be 
can’t play, Billy Joe Hobert gets the nod. The Raiders 
aren’t the same without Hostetler. But they have won 
three of the last four against Seattle. They'll regroup 
and bring down the Seahawks. Oakland, 22-16 
Dsnvar (13-2) at San Disao (74) The Broncos will be 
going for a franchise record 14 victories. There isn’t 
much incentive here for the Chargers. Maybe they can 
give Coach Bobby Ross an early 60th birthday present. 
(His birthday is Monday.) The Broncos will just do 
what they’ve been doing all year — run Terrell Davis 
and let John El way work off that Denver, 29-15 
D rt ro H (5-1 0) at San Francisco (1 1-4} It's die swan 
song for Wayne Footes, who had become the poster 
boy for resilient coaches. Fontes shouidn ’t expect any 
pity from the 49ers. San Francisco bas finally gotten 
some continuity, especially at quarterback where 
Steve Young has put together a string of good per- 
formances. The Lions aren 't ready to handle the 49ers' 
controlled passing attack. San Francisco. 30-10 


Barkley and Clyde Drexler were both 
ejected with 5:47 remaining for drawing 
their second technical fouls while ar- 
guing a call under Houston's basket. 
Barkley pointed ax referee Jack Nies. 
and his fingernail caused a cut on Nies's 
nose. 

In the meeting of the teams with the 
National Basketball Association’s best 
and worst records, Dominique Wilkins 
scored 24 points off the bench, and Dav- 
id Robinson added 20 for the Spurs. 

jazz 94, hm£ 87 Karl Malone scored 
35 points, including the key basket at the 
end of the fourth quarter, and added 16 
rebounds for Utah at Miami. 

The Jazz rallied from a nine-point 
deficit in the last three and a half 
minutes of regulation. Miami scored 
only two baskets over the final seven 
minutes, including overtime. 

Raptors 96, Bucks 93 Damon StOUd- 

amire had 19 points, 12 assists and a key 
steal in the final minute. Doug Christie 
added 17 points and another important 
late steal, and reserves Carlos Rogers 
and Zan Tabak scored 16 points each. 

Vin Baker had 21 points and 1 1 re- 
bounds for the Bucks, whose three- 
game road winning streak came to an 
end. 

Mavericks 105, Grizzlies 98 Derek 

Harper, filling in for the injured Jason 
Kidd, scored seven of his 22 points 
during a 16-0 fourth-quarter run that 
carried Dallas at Vancouver. 

Bullets 102, Clippers 93 In Los 
Angeles, Chris Webber took charge after 
Washington fed behind in the fourth 
quarter, scoring six of his 25 points in a 
2^-minute stretch. Webber also had rune 
rebounds and six assists, and Juwan 
Howard added 25 points for the Bullets. 

Kino* 112 , Thnberwoivea 105 In Sac- 
ramento, Olden Polynice scored six of 
his 18 points in the final three minutes 
and Mitch Richmond scored 31 points 
as the Kings snapped a three-game los- 
ing streak with their highest point total 
of the season. Minnesota lost for the 
ninth time in 10 games. 



Milwaukee's Vin Baker dunking, but 
it wasn’t quite enough in Toronto. 






L ll'PU ; ...~- 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 


IT SMS.* BE THE. FIRST w 
*UR N0GH8QRHCDD TO 
COLLECT Mi-TBiOMPS * 


1EAU. BUT MCMSWSS* , 
WON'T aw AlW MCSECERaiJ 
UNTIL THE* BOX ftCOC. 


W»T SKUAfr 
TAKE NOiTHNi 
KCDJPLE WXBS. 
RIGHT? 
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DAVE BARRY 


Oh, for a Bunch of Darrells 


Treasures Find Way Back to Cambodia 


M IAMI — I want a pir crew. I say 
this after attending the NASCAR 
Slim Jim All Pro Homestead 150. This is 
an automobile race held at the Homestead 
Motorsports Complex in Homestead. 
Florida, which is a nice. all-American 
town, although it's also the only town I 
know of where a Citizen's Crime Watch 
meeting was disrupted by falling cocaine 
bales. Really. The bales had been shoved 
out of a low-flying plane being pursued 
by federal drug agents: one bale nearly hit 
the Homestead police chief. 

But gening back to the race: It's spon- 
sored by Slim Jim. manufacturer of qual- 
ity snack substances that fail into the food 
group known to 'nutritionists as “Things 
You Eat Late Ar Night In Bars With Poor 
Lighting." These products include my 
personal favorite, the basic Slim Jim. as 
well as the Penrose Smoked Sausage 
(‘ Ready To Eat"), which, according to 
the label, contains both “mechanically 
separated chicken” AND “beef lips." (I 
don't know about you. but I'm picturing a 
pasture full of lipless cows, unable to 
pronounce “moo." wandering around 
going “oo! ool") 


them named “Darrell." who spend the 
race pacing around the pit area next to the 
track, nervously inflating and deflating 
spare tires. Wien theirdn ver pulls in. the 
crew members spring into action, swarm : 
ing all over the car, changing the tires, 
working on the engine, welding things, 
slapping duct tape over holes in the body 
of the car or driver — in short, doing 
whatever it takes to get the car back into 
the race, usually in just a few seconds. 


By Seth Mydans 

New York Tunes Service 


P HNOM PENH — In 1924, the 
French writer Andre Malraux was 


Auto racing has sponsors galore. One 
car in the race I saw was sponsored by 
Lovable brand brassieres: it was painted 
hot pink, and on the front, printed in large 
letters, was a slogan that must surely 
strike terror in the hearts of racing com- 
petitors: “BRAS THAT FIT." In other 
races there were cars sponsored by Clab- 
ber Girl baking powder. Zippo, LysoL 
Kleenex and Farmer's Choice Fertilizer. 

Speaking of the drivers, they are — 
and I mean this in a positive way — 
insane. They scrap themselves into ex- 
tremely powerful, cramped, hot loud, 
stripped-down cars without even a rudi- 
mentary’ CD player, then they spend 
hours screaming around a racetrack 
bumper-to-bumpo 1 . going so fast that you 
expect them at any moment to hit Warp 
Speed and vanish altogether into a "Star 
Trek" episode. When they crash — 
which they all do. sooner or later — they 
soup up their wheelchair motors and try 
to heal as fast as possible so they can race 
AGAIN. 

I definitely would not want to be a 
racing driver. But I'd love ro have a pit 
crew. This is a group of guv’s, most of 


That's what I want I hare the pro- 
cedure I have to go through when I have 
car problems, which involves letting the 
dealership keep my car for far longer 
than it would take to manufacture a new 
one. My theory is that the Service De- 
partment personnel spend most of this 
time in brainstorming sessions, sipping 
latte and trying to dream up new reasons 
why I should pay them $626.53. They've 
already used up the standard excuses 
engine, transmission, dead squirrel in the 
carburetor, etc., so they have to come up 
with something creative far when the 
Service Representative calls me: 

SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE: The 
mechanic says you got a bad pyloric 
valve, and it's gonna run you, including 
parts, labor and latte. $626-53. 

ME; OK. I guess I have to . . . Wait a 
minute, isn’t the pyloric valve part of the 
human heart? 

SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE: 
Hold on a second. Hey Lou! Is the 
pyloric valve part of the human heart? 

VOICE IN BACKGROUND: No! 
The stomach! 

SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
(speaking to me again): The mechanic 
says no. 

ME: Oh. O.K.. then. 

I always pay them, of course. Like 
most people, I have no clue how my car 
works, or how much it should cost to fix. 
I just wish it didn't take so long. I wish 
that, when I had a problem. I could just 
pull up to the dealership and honk my 
hom. and a whole bunch of Darrells 
would come sprinting out and furiously 
attack my car with power tools for 17 
seconds, at which point I'd hurl a check 
for S626J53 out the window and 
VROOOM I’d be out of there. 

<£> 1996 The Miami Herald 

Distributed bv Tribune Media Services Inc. 


arrested and imprisoned when be re- 
moved nearly a ton of stone carvings 
and ornaments from a temple in die 
remote Cambodian jungle and 
trundled them away in oxcarts. 

In 1980, starving refugees fleeing the 
terrors of the Khmer Rouge arrived at 
the border of Thailand lugging stone 
heads lopped from temple statues and 
siiverwork looted from museums. 

Today the looting continues, from 
hundreds of temples and archaeolo- 
gical sites scattered through the 
jungles of this often lawless country, 
sometimes organized by smuggling 
syndicates and abetted by antique 
dealers in Thailand and elsewhere. 

Entire temple walls covered with 
bas-relief are hacked into chunks and 
trucked away by thieves. Villagers sell 
ancient pottery for pennies. Armed 
bands have attacked monks at remote 
temples to loot their treasures and have 
twice raided the conservation office at Restorer H 
the temple complex of Angkor. 

But the tide is slowly beginning to turn. With the 
Cambodian government beginning a campaign to 
seek the return of the country's treasures, and with 
cooperation from curators and customs agents 
abroad, this has been a significant year for the 
recovery of artifacts. Fifteen objects have come 
home, in three separate shipments from three con- 
tinents, raising hopes that some of the more sig- 
nificant artifacts may be returned. 

In July, the United States returned a small head of 
the god Siva that had been seized at customs in San 
Francisco. Cambodia is a largely Buddhist nation, but 
over the centuries its history and its an have seen 
successive overlays of Buddhist and Hindu influences. 



Restorer Hun Tha replaces broken head on statue of a female divinity. 


At some temples, statues of Buddha mingle with those 
of the Hindu deities Brahma. Siva and Vishnu. 


of the Hindu deities Brahma, Siva and Vishnu. 

In September, the Thai government returned 13 
large stone carvings, some up to 800 years old, that 
had been confiscated by the Thai police from an 
antique shop in Bangkok in 1 990. Thai officials said 
the return was a gesture of goodwill meant to 
combat that country's image as a center of antique 
trafficking. 

And just this month, a British couple returned a 
stone Brahma head — lacking one of its four faces — 
that they had bought at auction. Its Cambodian origin 
was confirmed by its inclusion in a list, published by 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul- 


tural Organization, of 100 artifacts that had disap- 
peared from an inventory compiled in the 1960s. 

In addition, Sebastien Cavalier, a Unesco rep- 
resentative here, said he was expecting the return as 
early as next month of a 10th-century Angkorean 
head of Siva that is in the Metropolitan Museum in 
New York. 

Six bronze pieces sent to the Gunnel Museum in 
Paris for cleaning and safekeeping in the 1970s could 
also be returned in the coming months, he said, 
"There are many ongoing projects to recover ar- 
tifacts,” Cavalier said "This year was a good year 
because some efforts that started two or three years 
ago bore fruit." 

Now with the launching in January of a major 
traveling exhibition of Khmer artifacts — to Paris, 
Washington, Tokyo and Osaka — accompanied by an 


updated catalogue of some of Cambodia’s missing 
treasures. Cavalier said he hones the returns will 


treasures, Cavalier said he hopes the returns will 
accelerate. The exhibit will be on display in Paris from 
Jan. 31 toMay 26. in Washington from June 30 to Sept 
28. and in Japan from Oct. 28 to March 22, 1998. 

But the pillage of artifacts continues at a far greater 
pace than the returns. Government control remains 
tenuous in much of Cam bodia and the Ministry of 
Culture has little money for the protection of an- 
tiquities. There is little check on armed groups and 
corrupt officials throughout the countryside, where 


Y * hundreds of tranplesrena mun ascdaBd 

. unguarded or overgrown with jungle. 

. Truckloads of treasures regt tiady 
:-1 pass through military checkpoints into 
?'*: Thailand, art expens say. Heavy suite 
y artifacts are towed in fishing nets to 
cargo ships off the southern coast. In! 
.? Thailand, skilled artisans repair or 
.. •* copy damaged objects and certificates 
of authenticity are forged. . 

/ Most of Cambodia's artistic pat- 
■ rimony remains uncatalogted aid 
*• Cavalier said there was no way to 
know the full extent of what bad 
already been stolen, or what remained . 

scattered around the country. 

Even in the National Museum, the 
jumble of objects in storer o o ms has 
nor been pul in order. The other day, 

•' Hnn Tha, a restorer, painstakingly re- 
- placed a broken head mi the 10th- 
century stone statue of a female di- 
vinity. But museum workers said there 
were no records to show where the 
statue and its broken head had come 
from or how long they had lain in the 
storeroom. 

Inhis office in the Ministry of Cul- 
drvimty. ture. Undersecretary of State Michel 
Tranet stepped over, piles of broken 
pottery and bits and pieces of statues to pull from a 
cupboard a brightly painted metal can bearing the . 
words “Cbocolke Sandwich Cookies.” 

Wrapped in newspaper inside were a tiny fifth- 
century ceramic head of Srva, a s tone lion, a jade 
earring, a terra-cotta Hanuman monkey, a bone no±- . 
lace and several small pre-Angkoresn Buddha - 
heads. 

Villagers in Angkor Borei had unearthed these 
miniature treasures, Tranet said, and be had persuaded 
them, with a small payment, to give them up. 

"I am sick! I am sick!” he exclaimed. "There is 
no way to stop this.” 

Last year in Siem Reap, he said, researchers 
discovered a 10th-century Jala site but had no way to 
protect it. Since then, soldiers and villagers have 
looted and sold more than 100 ceramic pieces. 

“You can see them now in Thai antique shops,” 
Tranet said. "Yes! I have seen them! Last week I 
saw them.” 

In what might have seemed an encouraging sign, 
he said, the Thai border police recently seized from 
smugglers six wooden statues of Buddha from about 
the 17th century. 

"I am very happy,” Tranet said. "This is good 
news. But they are asking for some compensation 
from us before they return them. They want S200. 
And we don’t have $200.” 
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Bacall: Of Smoke and Mirror Images 


TVE months after he re- 
vealed that be was ibe 


By Bernard Weinraub 

NVu fort Times Service 


L OS ANGELES — She's 72. soli 
glamorous and feistv. and looking 


A-/ glamorous and feisty, and looking 
for work. "Suddenly I've finished three 
pictures, can you imagine?" said 
Lauren Bacall with a soft laugh. "But 
now I’m unemployed. I mean. I've had a 
lot of dry years. So these pictures will. I 
hope, bring attention to the fact that I am 
around, breathing, walking and talking 
at the same time." She shrugged. 
"Whoever said it would be easy?” 

Bacall lives in New York City but 


was visiting Los Angeles to promote her 
movies. One of them is "The Mirror 


movies. One of them is "The Mirror 
Has Two Faces." in which she plays the 
vain and haughty mother of Barbra 
Streisand, who also directed. "I didn't 
always agree with her. but she's a good 
director, she helped me. and that’s what 
a director is supposed to do." . 

She is in "My Fellow Americans,” a 
comedy about two ex-presidents, played 
by Jack Lemmon and James Garner. 
"Frankly. I don't have much of a pan in 
that, but I play Jack’s wife, which is the 
reason I wanted to do it," she said. Then 
there is a French film, "Le Jour et La 
Nuit." scheduled for release early in 
1997. "I'm a mystery woman in that 
one." she said, rolling her eyes. 

Bacall talked about her career and life 
with the kind of candor that one some- 
how expects of an actress whose earliest 
role, in “To Have and Have Not” in 
1944. stamped her image of sultriness 
and tough sophistication. “I’ve managed 
O.K. I nave no beefs. I’ve been lucky." 

She has always been blunt. “I was 
brought up thar way. except when I 
didn't tell Howard Hawks I was Jewish, 
because he was anti-Semitic and scared 
the hell out of me.” said Bacall, re- 
ferring to the director who discovered 
her. “He made me so nervous so I didn't 
say anything. I was cowardly, I must 
say. I was not proud of myself.” 

Bacall said she did not see herself as 
especially confident ("I’ve been scared 
all my life" ) or beautiful. "People think 
I'm a woman in control, or that I’m this 
glamorous creature that can only be cast 
in parts that are glamorous or grand or 
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Bacall: readv for more films. 


chic or whatever." die said. “It’s not 
where my head is at all. I’ve never been 
crazy about my looks. I mean, I look the 
way I look, and there’s not a hell of a lot 
I can do about that" 

Bacall does not view her film career as 
especially successful, either. Ac 19 she 
was on the cover of Harper's Bazaar. At 
20 she starred with Bogart in "To Have 
and Have Not." Shortly after chat they 
were married. * ‘I’ve had a lousy career in 
many ways," she said. “Very sparse, 
very up and down, in and out. I've had a 
lot of years when nobody offered me 
anything. But because I have a tremen- 
dous will. I've been able to continue." 

In “To Have and Have Not” her 
smoky voice and beauty made her a star. 
“It was out of all proportion to any 
reality," she said. “I was this brilliant, 
wonderful, funny, sexy genius. Can you 
imagine? And then Jack Warner, who 
was not a creative genius, made me do 
this second movie called 'Confidential 
Agent, ’ in which I was cast as an English 
girl. It was die worst movie, a nightmare. 


and I was terrible in it. And as quickly as 
1 had been placed on a pedestal, I fell off. 
My career was all but over. It took me 
years to kind of claw my way bade ” 

Had she not married Humphrey Bog- 
an. Bacall said, her career would prob- 
ably have flourished. Not that she re- 
gretted the marriage. "I would not have 
had a better life, but a bettercareer,’ ’ she 
said. "Howard Hawks was like a 
Svengali, he was molding me die way he 
wanted. I was his creation, and I would 
have had a great career had he been in 
control of it But the minute Bogey was 
around. Hawks knew he couldn't control 
me. so he sold my contract to Warner 
Brothers. And that was the end. Hawks 
wanted to control me, and I think he may 
have had other things in mind, too. He 
thought I was a cute Little thing." 

She laughed. 

Bogart died of cancer in 1957, and 
she moved to New York the following 
year. "I had no life here,” she said of 
Los Angeles. “To be a woman alone in 
this town is not a happy situation. It was 
an unnurturing atmosphere out here. My 
career was not thriving. I was just dis- 
missed. I had my mother and relatives in 
New York, and I needed them.” 

Bacall won two Tony awards for her 
Broadway musical performances in 
"Applause" and "Woman of the 
Year." She has written two books. 
‘‘Lauren Bacall by Myself’ IBailan- 
tine) a 1979 autobiography that won a 
National Book Award, and "Now" 
(Alfred A. Knopf, 1994), a memoir of 
her later life. Recently, she has earned 
money lecturing to women’s groups and 
appearing in television commercials for 
Carnival Cruise Lines. 

After moving to New York. Bacall 
married and divorced the actor Jason 
Robaids Jr. She has three children: 
Steven Bogart, a television producer, 
Leslie Bogart, a yoga teacher, and Sam 
Robaids, an actor. 

Bacall said she hoped that her current 
spate of film roles would lead to more 
parts. But she seemed to have few il- 


anonymous author of 
"Primary Colors,” Joe 
Klein is being sued for $100 
million by a librarian who 
claims she was depicted as a 
loose wo man in the book. 
Daria Carter-Clark, who 
runs an adult literacy pro- 
gram in Harlem, said in a 
libel suit that Klein por- 
trayed her as a woman who 
slept with a character who 
represents President Bill 
Clinton. “Priraaxy Colors” 
is a fictionalized account of 
the 1992 presidential cam- 
paign. Carter-Clark said 
Clinton visited her Harlem 
library when he was first 
running for president The 
novel’s main character, a 
married Southern governor 
and candidate for president 
also visits a Harlem library, 
where a librarian named Ms. 
Baum runs a similar pro- 
gram. Carter-Clark, who is 
also suing the publisher. 
Random House, claims the 
book libeled, embarrassed 
and humiliated her. 
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television with wife, Mayte, 
be said: ‘‘All I can say is that 
I'd like to believe that we’re 
both enlightened individuals 
that know that if you leave 
things in God’s hands you'll 
find out everything, and 
you'll find our the answer to 
fee plan. So anything feat hap: 
pens, we accept." 
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TICKLISH SITUATION — An auctioneer at Good- 
will in Washington selling a “Tickle Me Elmo” doll, 
the hit toy of the Christmas season. Two Elmo dolls 
(normal price about $30 each) went for $140 and $155. 


Jack Lang, the former French min- 
ister of culture, has agreed to step in 
temporarily to help the Piccolo Teatro in 
Milan, after its founder, Giorgio 
Strehler, resigned He will help the 
theater in its bid for funds from the 
Italian government, he said, and will 
head an international committee of 
Friends of the Piccolo to promote fee 
resurrection of the theater, engulfed in 
financial problems aggravated by con- 
struction of a new auditorium. 


lusions about acting or jobs or just about 
anything else. "If they don’t know me 


anything else. "If they don’t know me 
by now, or don ‘t want to use me, I mean, 
forget it,” she said with a shrug. 


When the actress Demi Moore, eight 
months pregnant and nude, appeared on 
the cover of Vanity Fair magazine in 
August 1991, the photograph by Annie 
Leibovitz raised eyebrows and made a 
best-seller of that issue. Paramount Pic- 
tures saw fee photo as the perfect 
vehicle to advertise fee slapstick Leslie 
Nielsen police caper "Naked Gun 33W: 
The Final Insult" In the film ad, fee 


guilty and smirking face of Nielsen ap- 
peared above a pregnant model 's body. 
"Due This March,” said fee teaser. 
Leibovitz was not amused and filed a 
lawsuit charging that the ad constituted 
copyright infringement But the suit has 
been dismissed; Judge Loretta Preska 
of U.S. District Court in Manhattan said 
fee "Naked Gun" ad was clearly a 
parody and passed the "fair use” test. 
"Like all parodies, ’ ’ she said, ' ‘It relies 
for its comic effect on the contrast be- 
tween fee original — : a serious portrayal 
of a beautiful woman taking great pride 
in the majesty of her pregnant body — 
and fee new work — a ridiculous image 
of a smirking, foolish-looking pregnant 
man." 


Kelsey G rammer, of NBC’s "Frasi- 
er” and formerly of “Cheers,” and his 
girlfriend, of seven months, Camille 
Donatacri, have announced they plan 
to wed next falL "I want to many Ca- 
mille not because I think she can make 
me happy, but because she already 
has,” Gramm er said in USA Today. 


The artist formerly known as Prince 
has confirmed tfat his first child was bom 
in October with a problem, bat he would 
not elaborate. Apfraring on “Today” on 


has,” Gramm er said in USA Today. 

□ . /> 
The country singer BiHy Ray Cyrus,' 
has been invited to dinner at fee White 
House. Cyrus met President BUI Clin- 
ton in August, when Cyrus sang the 
national anthem at the president's cam- 
paign stop in Ashland, Kentucky. 
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Anna Wintour, the editor 
in chief of Vogue, was just 
winding up a holiday lunch 
wife three colleagues in New 
York when a well-dressed 
woman approached - tier 
table, pulled out a dead rac- 
coon and tossed it onto her 
plate. “Anua wears fur 
hats!” the woman screamed 
and dashed out before any,* 
one could apprehend heir 
Wintour retained her cool, 
turned to Steven Florio, fee 
president and chief execu- 
tive of Conde Nast, which 
publishes Vogue, and said, 
"Merry Christinas." The 
Good- raccoon was removed, and 
1 ” doll, fee editor finished her cof- 
10 dolls fee. Julian Niceollni, apart- 
d $155. ner in the Four Seasons. 

where the four were dining, 
said: "It was something I wish never to 
see in my life again. I don’t think this is 
the right avenue to do anything like 
this." But he added, "We are holding 
the raccoon in the freezer in case she 
comes back.” 
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